THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Archippus -- Man with a Ministry”
Colossans 4:17

Introduction

1. Godhasforever seded HisWord of revelation throughthe inspiration of the Holy Spirit
(2Tim. 3:16, 17).

2. Our firm beli ef isthat the totality of Scripture, as accepted in the Canon, is completely
given by God (plenary inspiration) and is acairate (inerrancy).

3. Believing this high view of Scripture forces us to accet every vestige of the Bible
including lists of names, places, and figures. Hence the gostolic partners of
Colosdans (4:7-17) are there because God put them there. Review them:

a. Tychichus - Man with aMessge
b. Onesimus -- Man with a Past

c. Aristarchus -- Man with aHeat

d. Marcus -- Man with a Future

e. Justus -- Man with a Name

f. Epaphras - Man with a Pasgon
f. Luke -- Man with a Gift

g. Demas -- Man with aBias

h. Nymphos - Man with a Church

4. We come now to the final one in the text: Archippus. Heisincluded becaise of his
ministry. Look at the fadsin Scripture out him:-

1. HewasaSOLDIER (Philemon 1:2)
Sunstratiote
a InHonor
Historicdly the Greek term employed indicated a soldier was equal in honor to the
commander-in-chief!

b. InPrison
The reference may be to his gickability with Paul in his prison experience -- a
soldier asa“fellow” (Greek preposition).

¢. In Gospel
The Gospel islike milit ary service. Archippusismade out to bethat fell ow-soldier

who wasinthegoodfight (Phil. 1:27, 30; 2 Tim. 2:3; 4:7). Apparently hefought with Paul
to maintain thefaith. Inthe spiritual fluky (unsteady, uncertain) spirit of our day, we need
some fellow-soldiers like Archippus and Epaphroditus (Phil 2:25) both of whom are
referred to by thisterm.

2. HewasaMEMBER (Text)
Whil e some have thought Archippus was from Laodiceg most view him as associated
with the church at Colosse. Thisfits Paul’ sword here.

3. HewasaWORKER (Text)

Diakonian
This entire verse is introduced by an aorist imperatival verb (eipate )
expressngwhat isto be“told” to Archippus.

a Toldto OBEY (“take heed to the ministry”)
Blepe
1) The verb
a. Meaning -- to see perceve, consider, take cae.
b. Mode -- imperative, therefore a ®@mmand. Objed must be cnsidered.
c. Tense-- present. Callsfor constant vigilance
d. Voice-- adive, hence personal involvement.
e. Person -- singuar pointing to individual responsibilit y.

2) The noun

Theterm“ministry” hasaspedfic significance It'sprevailing usageintheN.T.
is giritual service of an official nature (cf. Ro. 11:13; 2 Cor. 4:1; 6:3; Eph. 4:12;, 1 Tim.
1:12;2Tim. 4:5,11). What an amazngsuppart isgiven herefor thetraditional “cdl tothe
ministry!” Away with those who rejed this Biblicd concept. God -- send us men whom
Thou dost cdl and in whose heats there is a desire (read after i.e. orgetai ).
Scripture says they “desire” (epithumei i.e. set one's heat upon) a “good
work.” Amen!

b. Toldto ACKNOWLEDGE (“whichyou receaved”)
Paralabes
1) Meaning -- to take to one's sif, take dong with.
2) Mode -- indicative. Matter of fad.
3) Tense -- aorist, hence apoint of time. A completed ad once for al! (1 Tim.

4:14).
4) Voice-- adive suggesting “to receve” in charge or possesson.
5) Person -- singuar = individualistic

c. Toldto ENJOY (“intheLord")
en kurio
Here is a dired statement that the “ministry” is not some innate aility, but
something provided “in the Lord.” By virtue of one’s position, thereis the joy of divine
service You must be in the sphere (Lord) to know the joy.

d. Toldto UTILIZE (“that you fulfill™)
Hina auten plerois
Whil e the official status of Archippusisnot known, heistold to get withit and do
it. He may have been sick, aged, or nea the end of his “ministry.” Alternatively, “to
fulfill” may be taken as God sword to Timothy throughPaul (2 Tim. 4:5).

Conclusion

Archippusisnot found in Scripturetofill space Heisamanwithaministry. Whenwe get
to glory, we'll know what happened to him. Meanwhil e, what assgnment has God given
you (Ro. 12:3-8). Areyou “fulfilling” your divine order? So beit.



