THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS
“Walk the Talk”
Colossans 4:5, 6

Revise
1. It isabsolutely necessary to know the Lord as Saviour. Thisisclea in 1:4, 13, 14.

2. Knowing personally the Lord Jesus Christ in His saving power leads to a cadl for living that
knowledge out in dail y experience (3:1-17).

3. Thisfina chapter in the Book of Colosgans provides a summary of speed patternsrelating to
living out the knowledge of Christ. Consider the mntext:

a. The speedt of prayer (4:2). What a cdl to prayer for those who “ profess’ to know the Lord
Jesus as Saviour!

b. Thespeed of testimony (4:3). What an expresson d the “body” truth reveded inthe N.T. It
is mething for which Paul went to prison. We ae expeded to be prepared for the sametreament!

4. Now pressonto the text for additional speed patterns:

1. The SPEECH of BEHAVIORV. 5

Mark this carefull y: being saved from sin is totally and absolutely on the terms of grace This
means that works of any sort are excluded (Eph. 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5). But that is not the full story.
Apart from works slvation leals to full of goodworks behavior (Eph. 2:10; Titus 3:8, 14). The
present text therefore dfirms abehavior which is:

a Determined
Thisisexpressed by the present tense, adive voice, imperative mood, plural, compoundverb.
Make no mistake aou it, consistency isincluded in the present tense; personal involvement in the
adive voice obediencein the imperative mood, appli cability to al believersin the plural number.
Behavior is cetainly criticd in the verb itself. Do na trifle with thisinjunctionto believers.

b. Discerned
Too dtenthereisalot of knowledge, but littl e aility to useit! The Spirit makesit clea that
knowledge merely puffsup (1 Cor. 8:1). Accompanying knowledge must be wisdom, that is, the
proper use of what one knows (James 3:17). This cgpability isavail ableto the child of God (James
1:5).

c. Direded
Thebelieverisnot insulated in hisbehavior. Heisever intheworld, but not of theworld. He
cannat utterly disassociate himself from non kelievers nor from professng believers living
inconsistently (1 Cor. 5:1-13). The “withou” people ae non kelievers. They canna be ignored.
Watchful care must be exercised that one’ stestimony isnot marred “out there.” Think hard onthis,
bel oved!

d. Described
What a rare expresson thisis. Think of it. The walk of a believer isto be mnsidered a
purchase of time. Thereisapriceto pay for careful thought towardsnon telievers. To seizehadd of
every oppatunity among those “withou,” one must seeit as buying out from alien ownership for
oneself (midd e voiceof the verb) the privil egeto witnessunto Christ. What an amazng way to view
matters. Hence, the goped isto make for oneself every season for walking in wisdom and to avalil
onesalf of every oppatunity. Colossans does not have the added word “becaise the days are evil”

(Eph. 5:16), but that ISin the Bible. Mord evil andiniquity must ever be viewed asan added reason
for witnesd So beit.

2. The SPEECH of CONVERSATION v. 6

a Context
Ungody make grea claims (cf. Psa. 12:4). Believers are different (1 Cor. 6:19). It will
forever betruethat our minds, mouths, membersall belongto theLord. Moseshadtolean this(Ex.
4:10-13). Israd’s peed was head by the Lord (Ex. 16:9; cf. Mal. 3:16). The mmon nounfor
“word” is employed here for speed. God help us to keep a watch on ou mouths (Psa. 19:14;
141:3).

b. Pradice
Theparticle “dways’ presesthe point of consistency andregularity. It isnot aspeechwhich
iserratic, but rather ceaseless This does not argue for sinlessperfedion, but it does not all ow for
caeless peet. Failureisararity, not apradice(cf. 1 John 31-10).

c. Manner
Two words are used to extrapolatethis: grace adsalt. Theformer suggest theliving power of
theLord Jesusin ore’ sdiscourse. It exhibits pleasant sweeness Added tothisis iritual vigor and
hedth. Salt istheoppdasite of corruptionand puity (Mt. 5:13; Lev. 2:13). Wholesome pleasantness
shoud surround ore’'s gpeed. A full statement is outlined in Scripture (James 3).

3. The SPEECH of EXPOSITION v. 6

God hes an avowed pupose for al He says. Hence the speed of conversation is not to be
considered an endinitself. Rather, the purpose dause “that ye may know” manifests God' sdesign
and the ansequence of the manner of communication.

a Instrumentality
God heshis“how” to dothings. If oneiscorred in his eed, hewill beright in hismethod

Sounds grange, but words are so poverful. Oh, that what comes from our mouths will be those
ordained of the Lord!

b. Necessty
Oh oh-- here is a word which many believers &k to avoid. There IS an “oughtness’ to

Christian speed. In thisday of permisgvenessandfail ureto dedare apositi ve statement of belief,
God hesinjeded thisword. It cariesthe thowght of logicd necessty!

c. Activity
“Answer” is the verb setting forth what is involved. There ae no pat answers nor simple
replies. Eadh questionrequires aspedfic swed reasonable reply. Thereisno daubt left here asto
the tone in which to provide answers. A companion pessage is provided (1 Pet. 3:15).

Takendtice

What we say may not always live up with what we do. Shame on us (James 1:22). Salvationis
expeded to provide amarked differencein usandthrough us. May the glory of God keseenin ou
praying, walking, and spe&king. Amen.



