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Introduction

and not around

only be viewed divinegly.

1. Paul's prayer for the Ephesians was occasioned by his
hearing of their faith and love (v. 15} The enormous

=1 .
blessings received in Christ also prompted his praver

Awv. 3~14).

2. Specific to the prayer is Paul's concern for an en-
lightened hesrt s0 as to know {v. L18}. The three factors
to know are: &. The hope of His calling: b. The glory of

His inheritance: and ¢. The axce@diru greatness of His
ower (vv. 18b=1%zi. . The I \j iovd to distinguish these
f ctors of prayer is "what” 'S 3 times.,
While the hope of His o Christ

upon the

3.
{Col. 1:24), the glory of Hi
£y irheritance

uture. Filve gtatements ar
in a blessed descy ciption:
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1. IT IS COMPARED.

It appears that twice in
considered belonging to God:
(v. 11} and b. They are God's
It may well be that it is again Paul’
score God's incalculable investment in bellHVuLS They
are His "v.rlasti'g portion. The context, however, would
seem better o view the inheritance as what is vet o be
for the believer.  That will indeed be gloricus. The
future seems to be more the concern than the pres
God thraugk Paul would have the Ephesians 1 Fo

{cf, Rom. 8:28, 29: 2 Cor. 4:17,

1:7}.

2. IT 1S CONCEIVED.

The personal possessive pronoun "His" clearly shows
the corigin of the inheritance. It originates with God.and

-
is given by Him to His pe“ple@ This is fruly a great

itance in terms which can

Peter does thie elsewhere (1 Pet.
inive God gives an inheritance which

has: a. Quality ‘,ncuterL,bje), b - (undefiled’,

<. Longevity {(unfading), a 1 (regerved in

heaven).

thought, fowr it sses the

1:4). There the




3. 1T IS CONSTRUED, :

The word "glory" is used to speak of the

I s

Eight times this word is found in Ephesians
1 s 3:13, 16, 21). 1t may be defined as
tion of His esgence and attributes. Simply.
ion of all that He is. The inherid
Shlﬁlngg brightﬁ full of splendor, and reflectis God's very
sgence. Magnificent!

5. 1T IS CONCERNE

The prepositional phrase "in the saints” must refer to
the manner in hich the in beLJ“dn<e ig distyxibuted. The
inharitance will be enjoyed among them (cf. Acts 20:32;
26:18; Col. 1:12). The chosen predestinated group
{saints) will ultimately bhave theliyr own klessings to en-
foy. Oh glory.

vindie-

gggclusiOﬂ Paul's prayer for

cated. 'Unleb:‘god opens the £ the , will
never understand the riches of the glory of the inheri-
tance which awaits the saints, Hallelulah.
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