THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

"Demonstrations of God's Power" (1)
Ephesians 1:20-21

Introduction

1. Paul's prayer for the Ephesian believers has three basic
goals. They include an understanding of a)the hope of His
calling, b)the glory of His inheritance, and c)the great-
ness of His power {vv. 18b~-1%a}.

2. In connection with God's power, Paul explained how God
demonstrated that power. 2Apparently Paul felt that his in-
ability to describe the power must give way to his desire
to demonstrate it in the person of Christ.

3. There are four pivotal expressions in this demonstra-
tion (vv, 20-23): a. God raised Christ (resurrection), b.
God set Christ {exaltation), c¢. God subjected all to Christ
{sesgion), d. God gave Christ (relation).

1. THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST v. 20.

That these items are demcnstrations of God's power is
evident. Grammatically the phrase "which he wrought..."
is ceonnected to the word for energizing power (v. 18). The
supreme example is "in Christ,” a phrase meaning Christ was
the supreme cobiect. Mcreover, the perfect tense for
"wrought" makes an abiding, continuing matter. It stands
done. Now the first demonstration which stands done is
His resurrecition. Two items are noted:

&, The resurrection is history

This is clearly stated by the acrist tense of the

verb "ralsed." Being s participle, it is dependent cn
"wrought.” The combination speaks forcefully of a finished
work.

b. The resurrection is victory

Christ's resurrection was an "out" resurrection.

The prepecsition "from" really means "out." Christ was
raised cut of the dead ones. This is the same sort of res-
urrection in which believers will be a part (Phil. 3:11).
He is the firstfruite of them that slept (1 Cor. 15:20).
Note: The resurvection was vigorously and joyously pro-
claimed by the apestles. It served 1l)to authenticate our
Loxrd's ministry; 2)to seal His redemptive work; 3)to attest
the Father's acceptance of Hig sacrifice; 4)to mark the be-
ginning of His glorification {Rom. 1:4; 4:25; Phil. 2:5-11).

2. THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST wvv. 20, 21l.
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