explanation, the ultimate interpretation refers to Christ

the mediatorial reign of Christ (L Cor. 15:27, 28). The

THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

"Demonstrations of God's Power" (2)
Ephesians 1:22-23

Introduction

#1. The "wherefore™ at the beginning of Paul's prayer (v.

15) shows that it is inextricably united to the previocus
section (vv., 3-14). The record of God's grace provoked

‘Paul to pray.

2. Only the Holy Spirit can bring about the full knowledge
about God (v. 17) and to that end Paul prayed. He longed

 for the believers to have illumined hearts (understanding)

concerning three items: a)the hope of His calling; b)the
glory of His inheritance; c)the greatness of His power
(vv. 18b~19aj.

¢. Paul was really lost for words to explain God's power
"to usward who believe” (v. 19). To clarify, he illus-
trated this mervelous power. Four crucial events in our
Lord's life tell the story: a)His resurrection; b)His
exaltation; cjHis session;fand d)His position.

1. THE SESSION OF CHRIST v. 22.

Christ's exaltation above all has been declared (vv.
20, 21). Here is an affirmation that He has dominion over
all.

a. It is effected

There is no guestion about the reality of this
matter. The verb "put” parallels "wrought” (v. 20). Being
aorist, God sees it as an accomplished fact. There is no
doubt zbout the ultimate ocutceme. The verb means to put in
order, hence like a military arrangement, God has estab-
lished Christ at the top. It is done.

b, It is wvelated

Scripture is clear that deminion has been given to
man {Psa. 8:5-8). Obviocusly by virtue of New Testament

(Heb. 2:8). That Christ is head of creation is ungues-
tioned (Col. 1:16, 17).

e, It is delaved

- While not relinguishing His sovereign position, it
is evident that our Lord does not now exercise His posi-
tion (1 Cor. 15:25, 26). This will take place following

final triumph of the triune God is vet to be.
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