THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS
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3. Two more indictments axe levelled by Paul against the
non-believer in this text.

1. OPPOSITION TO COD

There is a dramatic change in emphaszis hers. Apfazently‘
Gentiles are indicted earliier (vv. 1, 2), but now Jews are
also included in the phrase “we all." This is the force
of "among whom,” a specific reference to Gentiles who are

described as “children of disobedience® (v. 2).
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2. By

This is expressed by the wverb "had...conversation.”
Literally it means "lived"” and explained by the temporal
practice in times past (better: "ecnce™). Actually the verb
is an aorist passive which means to turn back and fori
The Hebrew eguivalent means "to walk," hence it dsnotes
ona's active cpen life, one's way of conducting himself
{cf. v. 2 "walked"). £ is oleayr, thervefore, that all the
accusations of vv. 1, raegarding Gentiles are equally true
of the Jewe: Further study of this verb is helpful {cf.

1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 10:33; 13:18: 1 Pet. 1:17; 2 Pet. Z:18}.
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k. By passions expressad

1) Lust of flesh. The word "lust" is plural andits
root means "desirves,” The thought is craving in velation
te that which is forbidden. Obwviously the "flesh® is that
depraved nature inherited from Adam. This nature contin-
ves in the believer, but God has gained a ground for tri-
umph over it {Rom. 5:1~310). The self life dominates the
non-belisver. The be s & cholce over it.
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