THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

"Spiritual Bankruptoy”
Ephesians 2:11, 12

Introduction

1. The opening chapter of Ephesians takes one back to the
counsels of God. God has purposed from eternity to call out
a people for Himself--naw, redeemed, sealed by the Holy
Spirit.

2. This second chapter tells how God's purposs (chap. 1} is
worked out in time. Paul outlines our pre-conversion state
(vw. 1-3). He records God's great love toward us {vv. 4=7).
Then he tells of God's design to save bv grace and gain
good warks through His redeemed peocple (wv. 2<10).

3. With that beackground, the concern of the epistle now
changes to the composition of the new redeemed body of be-
lievers. The burning issue is that 0ld barriers between
Jdaws and Gentiles are gone. To have these twoc national
greups one in Christ is the greatest triumph of the Gospel
of Christ-=-then and now.

4. This entirve section (vv. 11-22) falls naturally into
two divisions marked by the words "in times past” (v. 11)
and "but now" (v. 13). This is similar to the previous
section (cf. wv. 2, 4). 8o, here is the picture "before"
for Gentiles:

1. PAST COWNNECTIONS +v. 11.
a. Gentiles

The cleavage between Jews and Gentiles was more
acute than one would think {cf. v. 5).  Jews were not ex-
pected to render aid to a pregnant woman at childbirth.
Indeed the marriage of a Jew to a Gentile was answered by
the death penalty. The link here with God's view in Romans
1:18~32 must not be overlooked. The pit from which Gentile
believers come is deep (Isa. 51:1).

b. Uncirxcumcision
This is & term of contempt. The prepositional
phrase "in the flesh” shows the Gentiles to be entively ir~

religicus and debased. Circumcisicn was the sign of acovae-

nant relationship (Gen. 17:9~14). This made a profound
distinction between Jews and Gentiles (Matt. 15:22-28;:
Phil. 3:2, 3). Hence, "in the flesh" is not nmerely exter—
nal, but of "religicus" consideration (cf. Rom. 2:17-29).

2. PAST DEPRIVATION v, 12,

The wverb "remenbexr” (v. 11) is complemented here with

| "at that time." Five descriptive phrases sum up the cas
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