THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

"God's Meroy”
Ephesians 2:4~7

Introduction

1. Tetal depravity is the Scriptural doctrine,afﬁirming
man's utter destitubion before God.  This is eloguently
set forth by Paul (vv. 1-3), i

2, Actually, man's gin and God's wrath serve as the dark
background against which the enocrmous wealth of God's

. mercy shines so brilliantly. The diamond of salvationis

therefore  seen against the darkness of sin.

3, At conversion the believing sinner is given a blessed

position. This includes:

1. BEING. THE OBJECT OF DIVINE PASSION wv. 4.

The opening words of v. 4 show that God has a dif-
ferent nature from us. He "being" (present active par-
ticiple) as He is did not leave us in our sins (cf. Hos.
13:9). Thank God His nature is not like ours. He,
therefore, initiates our change!

This speaks of God's compassion and pity for sin=
ners. It is that in Gedwhich provides for non~believers,
He ig rich or wealthy in this (cf. Psa. 103:8-18). No
scanty foothold, but full of it., This emotion in God

o

creates assistance.
b. Ged's love wv. 4.

Here is that attribute of God which expresses
deliberate cheice, He is totally unselfish. This is so
divine (cf. Rom. 5:6-8), Hence, He desired us as sin-
ners. Once saved, He delights in us (Eph. 1). The noun _
and verb here are cognates. The accusative shows that
Ged's mercy is because of (on account of) His love. Al-
though cur condition (vv. 1-3, 5a) was repulsive to His,
holiness, He loved us (1 John 4:19).

¢. God's grace v. 5c.

This is plainly undeserved favor. We absolutely.
had no claim on God's mercy. This is God's free favor. -
and shows the gratultous nature of salvation. It will .
never be forgotten. Incidentally, the verb tense is



results.
——permanent!

perfect, notiy
That's the onl

2. BEING THE | L IPTENT OF DIVINE ACTIVITY

a. Regena£ ated with Christ v. 5.

The ve%b "guickened” wmeans to make alive, to im~
‘ s
part life. ,It iz eqguivalent to being regenerated. This
took place even when we wave dead in =i ¥ Notwithstand-
1

ing our‘miserab & condition, God int ug.  Waen
Christ our Heac 11*ed again, we, pﬂl'm, i
Him, "Togetha”“ notes we bhave fellowship with the
Christ of God. v s resurrected life.

We share Hi

b. Raised
What a# azcape from our sinful condemnad estate.
The death He died was ours. S0 His resurrection was curs.
It is the great truth taught in G:1-10. Ponder
the moral implications of this revwla i {Rom. 6:8-~13:
Col. 2:20-3:4).
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c. Reckcné& with Christ wv. 6.

Whink q” 7 Thig verb,
like the previaus two (qu¢"keu\d a1
¥

aorist. LL ig |comnted as dona. ing

take of all that He is. It is the lofty urx
sians. What a nge from what we were
all staggers our imaginatios So we =
Him upon His sj.t of victory and dominion.

rona d with

Halleluiah

d. dent w1% 7. 7.
Hare is‘God“s ultimate purpose for saving us.
is His fixed goal. The verk "show® means "to demonst ’
put on exhibition, " The "show"” will exhibit the “exce
ing riches of His grace." Note ecarlier comments on God's
wealth or riche% (1:7,'180 2:4). Here the word "exceed-
ing" points to God's supsrlative grace. This will be

seen in th ki dnpys“ which God has bestowed upon be-
N )

L
lievers. "in Lh1%€, Jesus.” Since "ages" is plural, thare
is the thought of endl Plenty of tims to have
the exhibition=-+all eternity.

Conclusion Who'can stand unmoved before ?h\um
trutha? Tney bend the knee, vhev OVerpowey
they move the heart--~or do they? What is
Oh, give God the glory and believe for vourself
did it for you alone. Bmen.




