THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

"Manifold Wisdom of God"
Ephesians 3:8~12

Introduction

1. This is the dispensation of grace. It was mediated to
us by Paul (vv. 2-5). God kept this as His top secret un-
til Paul was given it {(vv. 3, 5}.

2. In this dispensaticn Jews and Gentiles are fellow-heirs,
fellow-menbers, and fellow-partaskers (3:6). It is a glori-
ous work of God.

3. Paul was assigned the ministry te the Gentiles (Gal. 2:
8) and also the preaching of grace dispensation (v. 2)
truth (v. 7). In preaching these "unsearchable riches,”
other blessed emphases are given:

1. THE MYSTERY v. 9.

a. Illuminated
The mystexyris fivst a revelation (v. 3), but here
it is lightened. Paul's charge is Lo see that "all men" get
into enlightenment concerning the grace "mystery." The
word "fellowship" is certainly "dispensation"™ in Greek.
Therefore dispensational teaching is a specific purpose of God:

b. Suppressed :
Forcefully Paul notes that this mystery dispensa-

tion was hidden "in our Ged" from the ages (Heb. 11:3).
There is no way that 0ld Testament saints knew about this.
To support this, Paul notes God is the creator of all things
("the" all things in Greek). It is unthinkable for Paul to
consider the total universe, including dispensations, apart
from God's creative power,

2, THE POWERS v. 10.

a. Named
1) Principalities. These are beings created by God
to gevern (1:21; 6:12; Col° 1:16; 2:10, 15}.
2) Powers., These are beings created by God to
exercise authority (1:21 "power," John 1:12).

Probably geod and evil beings are to be censtrued
here. Clearly angelic beings are interested in human re-
demption (1 Pet. 1:12y. "Heavenlies" 1s used frequently in
Ephesians (1:32, 20; 2:6; 6:12).

b. Informed
This is part of a final clause. Not only are "men"
{(indefinite prencun} te be enlightened (v. 9), but angelic
beings are to be caused to know the mystery. "Now" refers



to the present

age as opposed to long ages of silence.
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