THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS
"The Unity Blocks"
Ephe31ans Lil-6

" Introduction

1. This study is in the practical section of the epistle.
Doctrine is given first (chaps.l—B) now expression of the
beliefs (chaps. 4-6). , '

2. The chapter begins with an appeal (v. 1). It relates
to a believer's walk and calling. Details of the appeal -
 include. 1ow11ness, meekness, long sufferlng, forbearance,
‘and unity (vv. 2, 3).

3. The mention of unlty alerts Paul to cons1der seven
~unities which constltute the foundation on which the Holy
Splrlt effects true oneness among the salnts.-

1. The unity of the ONE BODY v. 4.

‘This is obv1ous1y a reference to the church whlch is
Christ's body (Eph. 1:22, 23) Contextually, the idea is
that there is unity between Jews. and Gentiles (2 11-3: 12)
This is the one organism, and one only, con31st1ng of the.
~grace age regenerated under the one Head, Christ. Though
many, the body is one (Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 10: 17, 12:27)

2. The unlty of the ONE SPIRIT v. k4.

There is no exhortatlon to unanlmlty of feellng or a
declaration that such unanimity exists. It is a statement
of fact. "Spirit" obviously means the Holy Splrlt. The
Holy Spirit indwells all believers (Rom. 8:9, 11; 1 Cor.
31163 6:19). His presence is the ultimate ground of our
unity as the body of Christ. He is our common prlnciple
of 1ife. A1l sins against unity are,- therefore, sins
-against the Holy Spirit. This demands that we love the _
~ brethren and live at peace with them (ef. ve 3).

3. The unlty of ‘the ONE HOPE ve by,

~ Believers all have the same hope of sharing ultlmately
_in the glory of God (Rom. 5:2; 1 John 3:2). This hope flows
from the vocatlon (calllng, v, 1). Paul elsewhere uses the
~eternal future as an argument for believers to havellove‘=
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Conclusion The trinity is involved here in unity. Really,
it is this doctrine which binds us forever together. True

Christianity accepts the oneness of the children of God.
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