THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS

~"Husbands: Love Your Wives"
Ephesians 5:25-33

INTRODUCTION v .
1. To be filled with the Spirit (v. 18) has some very
personal interrelationships (vv. 19, 20). It surely
advocates mutual submission of the saints (v. 21).

2. The woman's role in marriage is really impossible
~ without the energy of the Holy Spirit (vv. 22-24). Her
basic responsibility is to take the place of submission
to her own husband as a spiritual duty (v. 22). Doing
this, she demonstrates: a) Christ as superior (Head)
in the church (v. 23).b)Christ as Saviour of the church

(His Body) (v. 23). c) Christ a Sovereign over the
church (v. 24). .

3. But the woman's role is balanced by that of her
husband.  This is not Jewish or Greek culture, but

Bible (Christian) culture. The husband is urged to
- "love" his wife. The verb "love" is present impera-
tive. It enjoins a deliberate self-devotion (not
self-satisfaction) as its dominant trait. This love
is described: -

1., COMPARATIVELY v. 25

'~ This lifts a husband's love for his wife to the

- highest plane. It is to be as Christ loved the church.
That was supreme affection (Cal. 2:20).

2. SACRIFICIALLY v. 25 (Past)

To "give" means to hand over. So Christ gave "Him-
self" for the church (1 Pet. 2:24). It was on her be-
half that He gave Himself. Such unutterable love. It
was unstinting. Men must be prepared to die for their
wives.

3. PURPOSEFULLY vv. 26-27.

‘a. To sanctify v. 26 (present)
‘ To "sanctify" means to set apart or consecrate.
"Cleanse" signifies to remove defilement. The major
issue 1is sanctification, as it is the main verb. The
participle "washed" is aorist and is probably simul-
taneous with "sanctify." It is accomplished by the
Word (John 15:3; 17:17).

b. To present v. 27 (future)

'The second main verb is "present." This verb
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5. ,EXCLUSIVE

in union with his body.  Christ and His

The husband and w1fe relatlon—,

v shlp transcenis parental ones. They become "one flesh."

b. ‘

sttegx

v. 32. Of the many mysteries in the

Bible, the one mentioned here is between Christ and His
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‘ c. Conclt
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CONCLUSION
Essential to t
for a husband
and protects t

1sion v. 33,
{usbands——love.

is the great archetype of the passage.
‘The main point is here
lees——fear._ '

the wellébeing‘of‘the marriage bond is
to have that form of love which charishes
1is wife as being himself. So be it.




