BEING A BIBLE HUSBAND
"Husbands Love for Wives"
Ephesians 5:25-31

Introduction
1. Thisisthe pradicd sedion o the Book of Ephesians (ch. 4-6). It isthe gplicaion o the
grea doctrina portions ealier (ch. 1-3).

2. Thefilli ng with the Spirit is the force behind this ®dion (v. 18). That particular ministry of
filli ng is the key for personal adjustment to the Lord (vv. 19, 20) and family adjustments too (vv.
21-33). Nothing recorded about the husbands love for his wife is of any posshility withou the
ministry of the Holy Spirit in thelife.

3. One spedfic asped of the husband-wife relationship is love. The high level on which this
subjed isintroduced and presented is worthy of careful study and concern. Look at the how and
why of thislove:-

1. THE MANNER OF HUSBAND-WIFE LOVE
a Saaificial v.25 PAST

All through this dion the mmparison is drawn between Christ's relation to the church
and that of the husband and his wife (v. 32). No higher comparison could be drawn into the
picture than this! The standard isthe very highest possble! The love of Christ for the Churchis
measured by His saifice for it; indeed, His deah for the Church. Such love! This is the
meaning of "so" in John 316. This asped of the husband-wife relationship is nat found
elsawherein the N.T. It pointsto the love being:

1) Excusive Theloveisfor no ore dse.

2) Relational No other human being thus related.

3) Intimate No ather has such intimagy.

4) Objedive Thisisaspeda kind d love.

b. Purposeful v.26 PRESENT

An expresson d love is nat the end o things between the Lord and the church. Neither
shoud the expresson d love be the ultimate goa between husbands and wives. There is a
present or extended line relationship. It is expressed in two concepts:-

1) Sanctified This means to set apart. Being aorist the thouwght is expressed that the
setting apart of the wife to the husband is like the Lord daes for the church. It is omething dore
contemporaneously with the lovel The wife has this pealliar position energeticdly pursued
through the life-relationship.

2) Cleansed This means to remove defilement. It has the idea of cleansing from
palution. It is redly the means for sanctificaion. It is antecedent to the setting apart, abeit
simultaneous with it. It is a temporal aorist participle. This cleansing is dore by the Word.
Although thisis usually taken to be mnneded to beptism, it isfar more @nsistent with Scripture
truth to relate it to the written Word and the power which it beas in the life (dn 153; 17:17;
Titus 3:5). Asthe Church is cleansed by the written Word of God, so the husband-wife relation
is clemnsed and set apart by the human relationships siggested. The whole gamut of
companionship and investment of life ae wmmended here. As the husband, this roleisto be
expresed in development of relationships al through life. It is not a mere sense of saying "l
will" throughou life in communicaing ways. The objed in all of thisisto gain a sanctified (set
apart) wife who is cleansed (clean) through the relationship which has been experienced.
Marvelous!

c. Intentional v.27 FUTURE

The verb "present” is a familiar one foundin Ro. 6:13; 12:1. It means to "stand tefore,
nea, beside" The dlusion is to a marriage ceemony where the bride is presented to her
bridegroom (Rev. 19:6-9). Two pronours are found in conjunction here to express this

wonderful truth. "He" presentsto "Himself" the bride! Now, it istruethat the event indiceted is
the Lord and the church, but the relationship of the husband to the wife is latent throughou the
passge, hence this is the intent of the husband for the wifel Three items are spedficdly
mentioned:-

1) Glorious This adjedive anticipates brilli ant purity, moral splendar. It is used of
splendid clothing (Luke 7:25). Hence atrue husband functioning as he ought will come up with
thisgoa in hismind. The wifewill be glorious!

2) Flawless Threewords are used in this conredion:-

a) Withou Spat There is nothing which shall mar the bride's beauty. Thisword is
only used here and 2Pet. 2:13. It conndes withou defil ement.

b) Withou Wrinkle This siggests a freedom from indicaion o age. It isonly used
hereinthe N.T. There ae substitutes offered for this, but hereis true intent.

¢) Withou Blemish The mncept expressed hereis withou fault. It may well suggest
being immortal. How challenging is the husbands intent! By using the negative in all of these
matters, the positi ve is heightened.

3) Holy The matter of purity and connedion with God are suggested here. Nothing less
than the highest is the goal expressed by this term.

2. THE REASON FOR HUSBAND-WIFE LOVE

The tremendows "how" of the husband-wife love is far beyond nomal expedations. The
thought of trite relationships is utterly destroyed while enormous depth is advanced for the kind
of love to be experienced. To suppat this degp and quality sort of love relationship, the
argument given is closely dlied to Christ and the Church (His Body). In summary it isthis. as
Christ loved the church, because it was His body, so the husband owght to love his wife because
sheis hisbody (v. 28). The wife is the husband's body, hence heisto love her! It is axiomatic
that by loving his wife, a husband in effed isloving hisown bod/! The obvious reference here
isto the O.T. (Gen. 2:21-23). The woman was taken ou of the man. She IS his body! Out of
this truth derive other important issues:-

a Negative v. 29

There will be no hetred between a husband and his wife. This must be the cae for no
man hates his own body (v. 29). Thisisthe proof of the previous verse (v. 28). It isafantastic
argument! An understanding of this one item would revol utionize some homes!

b. Postive

Asthewife isthe husbands body, she will have the following sort of treament:-

1) Nourishment The verb employed is only found fere and 64. It means outward
growth and development. It means to nouish upto maturity. All the cae and concern of the
husband for hiswife is suggested here. Failure to perform such aresporsibility would in effea
be mistreaing his own body!

2) Cherishment Twicethis verb ocaursin the N.T. (here and 1 Thess 2:7). It redly
means to warm. The idea of tender care is latent in the term. It is of a mother who comforts her
infant in her bosom. There is the fostering of a warm breast. Solicitude and tenderness are
dominant ideas here.

3) Commitment  This matter is involved in the fad that the husband will | eave his
paternal arrangements and ke joined to hiswife. They (two) shall be unto ore flesh! Therefore,
the family of the husband by birth is replaced by anew one flesh situation. Thisisthe aiswer to
(so Greek for "for this cause" in v. 31) the body set up which the wife halds to the husband.

Conclusion It is sd to nae the loose manner in which husband-wife relationships are held.
The Word of God is clea on the depth of the matter. There is no dacein God's program for
lightnessnor cesualness God hes drawn the paralel between His Son and the Church as the
ground for the most intimate human relationship possble (v. 32). May God grant an
understanding and an appredation d these truths for His praise and hona.



