Ephesians 5:22-33 Marriage and the Church October 5 and 19, 2005

Introduction
We can discern the foll owing seven relationships given in the passage with the “as-
s0” or “in the same way” language:

22 Aswives submit to the Lord, so they are to submit to their husbands.
23 AsChrist isthe head of the Church, so husbands to their wives.
24 AsChurchis subjed to Christ, so wivesto their husbands.

25 AscChrist loved and gave Himself for the Church, so husbands to their wives.
28 Ashushands love their own bodes, so they are to love their wives.

29 AsChrist nouishes and cherishes His own body, so husbandsto their wives.
33 Asthe husband loves himself, so he must love hiswife.

Instructions for Wives Regarding Headship and Submission, vv. 22-24

1.  Wivesareto submit themselves to their own husbands. This means that they sub-
jed or subardinate themselves to their husbands. They are to obey and recognize
the ordered structure of the home and show resped to the husband. Thisisthe
middle voice indicating that it is not forced from the outside but must be volun-
tarily rendered from within oreself (seel Peter 3:1).

2. How? “AstotheLord.” Theword “as’ indicates that the submissonisto be “in
the sameway.” Thereisa dea parald here between the wife's behavior toward
her Savior and toward her husband. If youwouldn’t think of ading toward Christ
in a cetain way, then you better not also toward your husband! As e submitsto
her husband, sheisadually demonstrating her submissonto Christ as well.

3. Why? The husband has been pacel asthe head o the wife, v. 23.

a  Thereisaparalé relationship seen in Christ’s relationship to the Church.
This comes from the headship relationship that is established in bah cases
by God.

b. Inthehome, God tes placeal the husband as the head (1 Cor. 11:3).

c. Inthe Church, God hes placel Christ asthe head of Church (Eph. 1:22-23).
Christ is also the Savior of the Church (the body).

4. Application, v. 24. In the same way that the Church is subjed to her head, Christ,
wives ought to mirror thisin their relationship with their husbands. Thisis sm-
ply the way that God has made headship relationships to work.

Instructions for Husbands Regarding Oneness and L ove, vv. 25-32
1. Husbandsareto lovetheir wives, v. 25a. This means that they will show them af-
fedionate wncern and resped; they will give of themselvesfor their wives, they
will trea her with hona and care asthe “wedker vessl” (1 Peter 3:7), not as
property. Remember that Christianity has lifted the woman ou of the property-
type status that she had in alot of cultures.
2. How? “Just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself.” vv. 25b-27
a Chridt’'s €lf-saaificewas nat just a chivalrous, “save the women and chil-
dren first” kind d thing. It was with the purpose of setting the Church apart
to Himself and washing her from sin. Thisis slvation!
b. Notethe central placeof the Word of God in salvation— it isthe means by
which sanctification and cleansing “with the washing of water” occurs. See
James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23, 1 Thess 2:13, Rom. 10:13-15for more onthe cen-
tral placeof the Bible in salvation. Apart from it, no ore can be saved. Of
course, it may not be written in a cetain language & of yet, but the preader
at least hasto bring the content of the Word to the atention d his heaers.
c. Ultimately, the purposeisthat the Church stand before Christ without spat,
wrinkle, or blemish, i.e. completely haly.

d. Thehusband slove for hiswife likewise must have something to dowith
her spiritual progress Part of hisloveisthat heisresporsible to make an
environment conducive to her spiritual growth. To na doso isnat love.

3. How? “Astheir own bodes.” vv. 28-2%.

a. Why? A husband s love for his wife must be on part with hislove for him-
self. Thisisthe concept of oneness(see5:31). He loves her as himself be-
cause sheis part of him!

b. It would be strange for someone to hete his own flesh. As drange asthat is,
it islikewise strange for aman who daes naot love hiswife, who is one with
him. Rather as he nourishes and loves himself, he shoud aso hiswife be-
cause sheisapart of him now.

4. [lllustration; Christ loves His body, the Church. vv. 29b-32

a. Christ nouishes and cherishes his body, showing how men shoud doso for
their wives. Note that Jesus Christ does that for you, dea believer, YOU!

b. Explanation: The quate of Gen. 2:24 and “two shall become one flesh” idea
isat the very heat of marriage. Eve was “bore of my bores and flesh of my
flesh” and so when marriage occurs, two become one like Adam and Eve
were one. Thisis a powerful two-in-one mncept. But hereit isused to ill us-
trate the ideaof two-bemming-one with resped to Christ and the Church.

c. How Christ and people can be distinct-yet-oneis, Paul says, adifficult and
profoundthing to understand. It isamystery.

1. Asealierin Ephesians, amystery is aseaet that only God knows, and
which He must reved. The one body of Jews and Gentileswas such a
mystery—unknown from ages past but now made known to men. Here
we have amystery but of a different content.

2. How dowe know this mystery speaks of Christ and the Church? Paul
says heis 9 spe&king in the second Helf of verse 32. Also, the “never-
theless' inv. 33indicaesthat heis returning to the subjed of marriage
itself.

3. Gen. 2:24isahuman ill ustration o the one-from-two concept, of
which concept Christ’s union with the Church is the highest type.

Conclusion, v. 33

Whatever is mysterious about these “oneness’ relationships, it is not mysterious at all
that the husband must love hiswife & himself and the wife must resped her husband.
These ae mmmands! They must be dore.

Thisal may soundlike atall order. Indedl it is, but it is passble through the walk
that isfill ed with the Spirit (5:18) and the walk that iswise (5:15).

Questionsand Answers

Q: What is the mystery?

A: Theunion d Christ andthe dchurch.

Q: What isthe mnredion between marriage and Christ’ srelation to the Church?

A: Human marriageis an ill ustration o Christ’s union with the Church. It is effedive
as ach becauseit is atwo-to-one relationship like what Paul’ s conveying with
regard to Christ and the Church.

Q: What does it tead wives regarding day-to-day operationsin marriage?

A: Submit to their husbands.

Q: What doesit tead husbands regarding day-to-day operationsin marriage?

A: Lovetheir wives.

Q: What doesit tead us about Christ’s adivity for the Church?

A: Heisits heal; He loved the dhurch, gave himself for her, in order to sanctify,
cleanse, and present it to Himself withou spat, wrinkle, or blemish, so that she
would be haly.
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