
THE BOOK OF GALATIANS 
"God's Unchanging Promises" 

Galatians 3:15-18 
Introduction 
1.  Galatians is a book written by the apostle Paul under the Holy Spirit's inspiration.  It focuses on 

the efforts of the apostle to defend the doctrine of justification by grace through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

2.  The apostle Paul was puzzled to learn that the Galatians were being influenced by false teachers 
from Jerusalem.  These teachers were advancing the idea that Christ really was not suff icient for 
one's salvation.  The law of Moses and all the trappings of holy days, festivals, etc. were 
necessary for salvation. 

3.  How wonderful to learn that the Spirit of God recorded through Paul arguments which antedated 
the Law of Moses.  Thus far in this chapter, the argument has been around the li fe of Abraham 
(vv. 1-9), the faith of Abraham (vv. 10-14), and now it is the promises to Abraham (vv. 15-18).  
What about these promises? 

 
1.  God's promises are INVIOLABLE v. 15 
    Note how the argument goes: 
 
    a.  The appeal 
        It is to "brethren."  What a bond exists between Paul and the Galatian believers.  It is a fili al 
quality.  While they were shaky, he had not set them aside as outside the pale of true believers (cf. 1 
John 2:1, 7). 
 
    b.  The approach 
        It is after human analogies.  The phrase "I speak after the manner of men" is not a disclaimer to 
divine inspiration.  Rather, it is an accommodation to humanity.  This is to what men would agree. 
 
    c.  The aff irmation 
        In summary, he writes, once a will has been confirmed or ratified (Greek: perfect passive 
participle) no one (party) can void it or add to it (Greek: two present tense verbs). 
 
NOTE:  The apostle's argument here is that the false teachers who sought to influence the Galatian 
"brethren" were actually accusing God of breach of promise.  So Paul wrote that any violation of what 
God had already agreed to would be an alteration of the original agreement.  Such was just not 
possible.  It's a great testimony to the infinite fidelity of God.  Man is expected to do this, how much 
more God (cf. 1 John 5:9). 
 
2.  God's promises are MEDIATORIAL v. 16 
    Now here is something absolutely wonderful.  The thoughts of the Holy Spirit stir one's soul 
indeed. 
 
    a.  Mediatorial--through Israel 
        Abraham knew nothing about the law, neither did his seed or sons, yet Abraham got the 
blessing.  He stood on new ground.  How does one reconcile God's law with His promises?  Study!  
The promises were first to the nation.  How was this?  The Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:1-3) is 
extrapolated after the Isaac episode (Gen. 22:15-18).  The numerous seed (as the stars and sand) and 

their supremacy over their enemies (possessing the gate of their enemies) relates to the nation (Gen. 
22:17).  This Jewish precedence and exaltation upon the earth is something never promised to the 
Gentile nations or the church!  Gentiles will be the tail , kings will be Israel's nursing fathers and 
queens nursing mothers.  Gentiles will bow down and lick the dust of Israel's feet (Isa. 49:22-26). 
 
    b.  Mediatorial--through Christ 
        The Holy Spirit underscores the fact that the promises given to Abraham are not restricted to the 
nation and its enormous blessing.  There is another significance to the word "seed" and the Spirit of 
God underscores this here.  The singular "seed" is employed in the O.T. to signify the Messiah 
(Christ), writes the apostle.  He takes Christ as the one intended by Isaac (Gen. 22:18).  It is in Christ 
risen from the dead that God blesses the Gentiles (cf. Heb. 11:17-19).  What a fantastic truth is 
expounded here! 
 
3.  God's promises are PREFERENTIAL v. 17 
    The apostle presses his advantage respecting the promises over the law of Moses.  He argues that 
the promises are: 
 
    a.  Before the law 
        This is a matter of history which cannot be controverted.  Genesis 12, 15, 22 are all antecedent to 
the events of the Mosaic economy (Ex. 20 ff).  The verb "confirmed" is a perfect passive participle 
nowhere else used in the N.T.  Think of it, God in Christ made this confirmation with continuing 
effect.  That should settle the matter. 
 
    b.  Beyond the law 
        The major thrust of this verse is that what God confirmed (perfect tense), the law, introduced 430 
years later, could not disannul (same verb in v. 15) with a view to (purpose) rendering the promise 
inoperative (for this verb cf. Rom. 6:6, Heb. 2:14).  God's promises to Abraham must remain 
untouched--even after 430 years!  Ah, what a faithful God! 
 
4.  God's promises are UNCONDITIONAL v. 18 
    This is shown by:- 
 
    a.  A distinction 
        The law came in 430 years after the promise with all sorts of conditions.  Does He, God, then set 
these two (promise and law) against each other?  In no wise.  The lapse of time (430 years) showed 
that the two (promise and law) are perfectly distinct.  As promise and law are distinct, so also are 
grace and works.  As the saying goes--apples are not oranges. 
 
    b.  A quotation 
    The verb "give" is from a root verb meaning "grace."  Moreover, it is in the perfect tense, hence, 
God graced Abraham forever by promise, not law!  "God" is in the emphatic position of the verse.  
Therefore God's character is at stake.  If God's promise is abrogated, then the oath of God has failed.  
Incredible. 
 
Conclusion 
It is clear as can be that God saves a precious soul by grace through faith apart from works--period!  If 
this is not God's way to save, then God is untrue to His word.  Enough said. 


