
THE BOOK OF GALATIANS 
"Bewitched People" 

Galatians 3:1-5 
Preview the facts 
1.  Paul had a Gospel from Christ, from heaven, a very special message.  This message had no 

connection with Judaism as to its source, but rather it declared the end of Judaism and all human 
religious efforts! 

2.  The nub of Paul's message noted that the believing soul is set free from the claims of the Mosaic 
law.  The believer finds his rest in Christ as his Righteousness and Satisfaction and in God as 
Father Who, before under the law, had been his Judge! 

3.  Moreover, the means of such a relation of liberty toward God has been accomplished by our death 
and burial with Christ and our resurrection with Christ into the same heavenly realms where He 
is. 

4.  The key to the whole message of Paul is that Christ lives in the believer.  We do not live out 
Christ, but the indwelli ng Christ lives out in us His own li fe.  We are therefore vessels and not 
agents (cf. 2 Tim. 2:21). 

5.  The true God-pleasing attitude of a believing soul is simple faith regarding Christ and His work.  
He loved us.  He died for us.  We are to rest in this.  Any other attitude frustrates the grace of 
God. 

6.  From the facts reviewed here, Paul presses the Galatians for answers to five salient questions.  
Ponder your answer to them.  What is the ground for your own standing before God?  Stand up 
and answer! 

 
1.  WHO BEWITCHED YOU? v. 1 
    The verb "bewitched" means to be made subject to an occult evil i nfluence.  It is properly called the 
"evil eye."  Imagine, Paul alleges the Galatians to have been led astray by evil acts.  In what respect?  
By turning from the grace of God for salvation to a works system.  By so doing, the Galatians: 
 
    a.  Do not obey the Truth.  Many MSS do not support this reading.  However, the fact is true.  To 
turn from God's grace to works is disobedience to revealed Truth. 
 
    b.  Do not apply the mind.  The Greek term "foolish" is used three times by Paul (Rom. 1:14; 1 
Tim. 6:9; Titus 3:3).  It marks a deficiency in or insuff icient application of the mind.  They didn't 
think!  What a reproach. 
 
    c.  Do not consider Christ.  "Evidently set forth" means to placard.  A magistrate would placard that 
an execution had taken place.  To oppose the "evil eye," it was common to post charms on the wall so 
as to counteract the evil i nfluences.  So the Lord had been crucified and as such placarded before the 
Galatians.  Rather then looking at Him, the Galatians had allowed themselves to be "overlooked" by 
the evil eye.  They were fascinated by the enemies of the cross of Christ!  How dreadful to turn from 
God's grace. 
 
2.  HOW DID YOU RECEIVE THE SPIRIT? v. 2 
    Not to mention other arguments, Paul focuses on the Holy Spirit.  He offers two options to gain 
information from the Galatians.  It is the first mention of the Spirit in Galatians. 
 
    a.  Spirit received by law? 

        Is the Spirit received (aorist tense) by what one does?  Is the Spirit's reception associated with 
the Mosaic economy or a works system?  The obvious answer of Scripture is an adamant "no" (cf. 
Acts 5:32; John 7:39; Acts 19:2). 
 
    b.  Spirit received by faith? 
        Hearing of faith is actually equivalent to "obedience of faith."  To hear is to obey (cf. Rom. 1:5; 
16:26).  Grace is upgraded when believed.  So a believer receives the Spirit when he believes (Rom. 
8:9; Eph. 1:13).  Hence, for the Galatians to retract grace and go to law really is a transgression (cf. 
2:18). 
 
3.  HOW ARE YOU MADE PERFECT? v. 3 
 
    a.  Beginning--in the Spirit? 
        Whether "spirit" refers to one's spirit or the Holy Spirit has been a great debate.  However, it 
seems best to accept the Holy Spirit as the Antagonist to the human flesh.  In any case, the 
"beginning" of the Galatians was not in themselves, but in the work of the Holy Spirit.  Salvation does 
not begin with man, but God (Phil . 1:6).  Now that is how it began with the Galatians! 
 
    b.  Finishing--in the flesh? 
        The verb here is passive/middle and present tense.  Is one's beginning work in the Spirit brought 
to completion (so the compound verb) by self?  Does perfection of God's work come in the sphere of 
the Holy Spirit or in the sphere of one's self or by the agency of oneself?  The answer should be clear. 
 No wonder the Spirit again uses the term "foolish" (cf. v. 1). 
 
4.  WHY HAVE YOU SUFFERED? 
    This is a close-to-home argument.  The Galatians had suffered grave persecutions as early converts. 
 Was this to no purpose?  Those persecutions by the Jews failed to move them from this faith (cf. Acts 
14:1-7).  Would they now succumb before the more subtle methods of the Judiazers (those who 
promote works over faith)?  The phrase "if it be yet in vain" assumes the genuineness of the Galatians' 
faith.  Paul believes they will yet shake themselves from the false teachings.  Bless God! 
 
5.  WHO WORKS MIRACLES AMONG YOU? 
    NOTE:  Up to now the argument of Paul has been retrospective i.e. he has reviewed the past 
experiences of the Galatians.  All has been of God through faith by grace!  Now, the turn is to the 
present.  How can the present experience of the Galatians be explained? 
 
    a.  The work of God 
        The present tense verb "ministereth" means "supplies" or "bestows."  It is God, therefore, who 
provides the Spirit.  The second verb "works" is also present and refers to God.  He does miraculous 
powers among the Gentiles. 
 
    b.  The  means of God 
        The question raised is: what is being experienced by the Galatians is it out of Mosaic legalism 
(works) or out of faith?  The answer is inevitable--faith. 
 
Postview  Ask whatever question you may, the answer is the same--grace and faith NOT law and 
works.  God help us to learn! 


