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Update 
 
1.  The Galatian letter is a defense of the doctrine taught in Romans--justification by grace through 
faith alone.  To be saved from one's sin and enjoy a right standing before the thrice holy God, only a 
gift from God can make it possible.  God has done this through His Son Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8, 9). 
 
2.  There were some teachers who came from Jerusalem to the churches of Galatia.  They exercised 
their efforts to persuade the believers that God's grace gift for salvation was not really available by 
grace through faith.  This in effect said that the work of Jesus Christ at Calvary was not eff icient to 
save.  The Spirit of God inspired Paul the apostle to defend Christ's work against any dilution. 
 
3.  The argument of this letter focuses on the Mosaic law.  It has been concluded that the law is not 
required to claim the gift of salvation by grace through faith (Gal. 2:16).  In this chapter, the apostle 
has shown that Abraham's li fe, his faith, and God's promises to him all support the gift/grace method 
of salvation.  The question arises--why then the law (Gal. 3:19)?  This is a logical question and 
receives a careful reply.  The law incontrovertibly shows 1) a transgression v. 19; 2) a limitation v. 
19; 3) a distinction vv. 19, 4) 20; a salvation v. 21; 5) a revelation v. 22 "through faith."  Now here 
are some additional reasons for the law of Moses in the Old Testament: 
 
1.  The LAW points out a distinction v. 23. 
 
    a.  Before 
        The preposition used here shows what the situation was "before" the present regimen of faith, 
promise, covenant, and inheritance.  Look how clear it is stated: 
 
        1)  Kept.  This imperfect passive verb is a milit ary term and means to block every way of escape 
as in a siege or providing protection against an enemy as in a garrison. Some suggest "to be kept in 
ward."  Has the idea of imprisonment (cf. 2 Cor. 11:32; 1 Pet. 1:5; Phil . 4:7).  The concept is with the 
Law of Moses.  What a bondage. 
 
        2)  Shut up.  The present tense participle expresses a vivid vigilant bondage of the law.  While 
some Jews tried to obtain justification by law working constantly, so constantly every way of escape 
from the law's condemnation closed up!  Incredible how sin had dominion over them while they were 
under the law (Rom. 6:14). 
 
    b.  After 
        The word "afterward" really means "about to be."  It speaks of something impending or 
imminent.  Thus, until the revelation of the faith, there was no escape from the strict surveill ance and 
unrelenting condemnation of the law.  For the use of this verb in this sense, see Mt. 2:13; Luke 7:2; 
Mt. 17:22; Ro. 5:14; Col. 2:17; Mt. 12:32; Acts 24:15; 1 Tim. 4:8; 6:19. 
 
NOTE:  That a dispensational distinction (way of conducting affairs) is given is evident.  Who can 

possibly miss the fact that Law and Grace are irrevocably two rules of order for the economy of God. 
 
2.  The LAW points out a preparation v. 24a 
    The "wherefore" expresses the consequences of the previous statements.  The law had a role to play 
i.e. the best schoolmaster to bring one to Christ.  The idea of training, discipline, general supervision 
for moral and physical well being is understood by the term "schoolmaster."  While instruction is not 
to be altogether absent, the main concern of the word is to identify a slave who was in charge of a 
well -to-do child from about 6 to 16 years of age.  So the law had become (perfect tense) our (Jewish) 
guardian unto (up to) Christ.  The strictness and severity of the law was maintained unto Christ, the 
welcomed Deliverer! 
 
3.  The LAW points out justification v. 24b 
    Here is a fantastic purpose clause.  Everything set forth back to 3:19 concerns this purpose clause, 
although the immediate context is primary.  It is explicatory of the prepositional phrase "unto Christ." 
 The law could go no further than Him.  Justification, a right standing before God, comes "out of 
faith"--in no way by the law or any other kind of works system. 
 
4.  The LAW points out intentions vv. 25-29 
    The intentions or expectations are reflected in five specific areas: 
 
    a.  Institutional v. 25 
        The Jews ("we") are no longer under the guardianship of the law.  The schoolmaster is no longer 
required now that the faith arrangement has come.  Christ is now the issue.  How could Scripture be 
more clear?!  The law had served its purpose and the pedagogue is dismissed! 
 
    b.  Famili al v. 26 
        There is a dramatic change to the second person plural "ye" from the first person plural.  The 
former refers to both Jews and Gentiles while the latter to Jews only.  Moreover, the word "son" refers 
to the dignity of one's  position by birth and the character consistent therewith (cf. Eph. 2:2, 3; Rom. 
8:14).  This wonderful position is gained "through faith" in Christ Jesus. 
 
    c.  Relational v. 27 
        Here comes one of two explanations that "all " are children of God through faith in Christ.  Many 
assume that water baptism is meant here, but there is no way by which ritual baptism could be said to 
effect "putting on Christ."  That is only possible through the agency of the Holy Spirit's real baptism 
(1 Cor. 12:13).  The aorist passive form of "baptize" aff irms it is done for the believers by the Spirit. 
 
    d.  Communal v. 28 
        This verse records the second explanation that all are children of God through faith in Christ.  
National distinctions (Jews and Greeks), social distinctions (bond and free), and sex distinctions 
(male and female) are lost in the communal relationship in Christ.  "One" is masculine and refers to a 
new person as in Eph. 2:15. 
 
CONCLUSION 
What an amazing truth is here recorded (v. 29).  Belonging to Christ, as described, takes one back to 
Abraham and from him one is taken back to the promise.  This is a clear statement of spiritual 
concern and does not in any way destroy ethnicity for anyone. 


