
THE BOOK OF GALATIANS 
Galatians 4:21-31 

Introduction 
 
1.  The argument of this letter is now resumed.  The interlude providing personal notes on the deep 
concern of the Apostle Paul for the Galatians is extremely moving and pathetic (4:12-20). 
 
2.  The resumption of the main thrust of this letter is clearly marked.  As always, the appeal must be to 
the Word of God.  So, the Apostle, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit appeals to the "law" (v. 21) 
what stands written (perfect tense of the verb in vv. 22, 27) and the "Scripture" (or writing in v. 30).  
The only way to understand the Bible is to study the Bible.  Argumentation by other means is 
worldly.  Scripture explains Scripture (cf. 2 Pet. 1:20). 
 
3.  Literal interpretation is the standard for Bible exposition, except when the Bible specifically 
mentions something else.  Here the literal Bible is allegorized (present passive verb  in v. 24).  This 
means speaking something other than what the language means.  The word "answers" (v. 25) means 
"to stand in the same line or file with."  It is a milit ary term.  Thus, one may legitimately indicate the 
points of allegory and correctly place the items in a line or file.  That is exactly what this study 
provides.  Consider prayerfully the following: 
 
LAW GRACE 
1.  Ishmael--Not mentioned in the text, but 
obviously meant by the son of the bondwoman 
(cf. Gen. 16). 

1.  Isaac--Not mentioned in the text, but 
obviously meant by the son of the freewoman 
(cf. Gen 18, 21.) 

  
2.  Hagar--Mentioned in the text (v. 24, 25) as 
the woman through whom Ishmael was born.  
The prepositions (by, of) used in vv. 22, 23 
connote source. 

2.  Sarah--Not mentioned in the text, but 
confessedly in mind because her source was by a 
freewoman and by promise (vv. 22, 23 cf. Gen. 
18, 21). 

  
3.  Flesh--Scripture notes that the son, Ishmael, 
was born according to the standard of the flesh 
(natural).  It was a physical birth and points to a 
specific relationship (v. 23). 

3.  Promise (spirit).  Spirit is found in v. 29 while 
promise is in v. 23.  The lower case "s" is 
preferred for spirit to note supernatural power by 
which Isaac came into the world. 

  
4.  Covenant (of works).  This is one of the two 
covenants mentioned (v. 24).  It is the Mosaic 
covenant works (Torah, Law).  The entire gamut 
of the Five books are involved, but principally 
what was given at Sinai (Ex. 19ff). 

4.  Covenant (of grace).  This is not specifically 
mentioned, but upheld (v. 24).  It is different 
than law and works.  It is what is carefully taught 
in Romans and Galatians (all of N.T.) i.e. grace 
and faith (cf. Ro. 3:24; 11:6; John 15:25). 

  
5.  Mt. Sinai (earthly Jerusalem). This Negev 
mountain forges the whole O.T. legal system for 
which the city of Jerusalem stood (v. 25).  It was 
God's test for Israel to demonstrate men cannot 
satisfy a holy God. 

5.  Mt. Calvary (heavenly Jerusalem).  This 
Jerusalem mount was the place on which 
Messiah suffered for sins.  The Jerusalem above 
is the one to come and points to those Jews and 
Gentiles who have trusted Christ and are free 
from the law in Him (v. 26). 

LAW GRACE 
6.  Bondage  No mistake is to be made here.  
This file only leads to shackles!  Chains are 
forged here.  The Greek actively uses the term to 
give birth  (genders) bondage (vv. 24, 25). 

6.  Freedom  Plain and patent freedom is with 
this file.  The glorious freedom of the Jerusalem 
above is clearly indicated.  The contrast is 
beyond imagination (v. 26). 

  
7.  Children  Those who follow the legal system 
are "children" ("born ones") of that system. The 
verb "born" is used twice (vv. 23, 24). 

7.  Mother  By noting the motherhood of the 
heavenly Jerusalem the heavenly origin of the 
grace/faith system is indicated.  How blessed (v. 
26). 

  
 Isaiah 54:1 
  
8.  Barren 8.  Fruitful 

The O.T. reference speaks of the prosperity of Israel (Jerusalem) when the nation is 
ultimately restored to God's favor (v. 27).  Ultimately she will have more children by 
grace/faith than when the Lord was her husband (cf. Hosea and O.T.). 

  
9.  Natural children (Ishmael) v. 28.  Though not 
mentioned Ishmael was the natural son of 
Abraham (Gen. 16).  

9.  Promise children (Isaac) v. 28. The present 
believers "we" and "brethren" are considered 
those who relate to Isaac and promise. 

  
10.  Persecuted  Though the O.T. does not say 
Ishmael did any more than "mock" (Gen. 21:9), 
the thought of antagonism between the natural 
and the supernatural is patent.  Even today (v. 
29). 

10.  Blessing  God's favor can only come by 
grace through faith.  It was so in Abraham's day 
and must be now (v. 29). 

  
11.  Cast out  Here is an aorist imperative 
quoting the O.T. (cf. Gen. 21:9, 12).  This is a 
warning to the Judaizers. 

11.  Retain (heir)  The works system of law can 
never (double negative) be an heir with grace and 
faith. 

 
 
Conclusion  Taking the "files" provided above, there is nothing more than the "so then" (Greek 
"wherefore" in v. 31).  "We" believers (past and present) belong (genitive case) to the children (born 
ones) of the free (i.e. Sarah and Isaac) and not the bondwoman (i.e. Hagar and Ishmael).  Salvation 
must, by this allegory, be all of God's grace, faith, and promise.  Glory to His ever worthy Name. 


