THE BOOK OF GAL ATIANS
"Constrained Liberty"
Galatians5:13-15

Review

1. The documents on which ou trandation d Scripture is provided are higtoricdly acarate. We
have novalid reasonto regjea the Bible & the Word of God.

2. Being the Word o God, we accet the testimony of the Bible & to the anly means by which sinful
humanity may be acceted in the presence of the one only hdy triune God. Thisis: by grace
through faith in the completed work of the Lord Jesus Christ i.e. His deah, buria, resurredion
and ascension (1 Cor. 15:1-11).

3. If ore questions the gracethrough faith system by which a sinner is dedared righteous before the
triune haly God, then serious and incaculable issues result. Among them are these: 1. Christ
profits nathing (5:2). 2. Indebted to entire Mosaic law (5:3). 3. Christisvoid (5:4). 4. Oneis
fdlen from grace(5:4). 5. It is disobedienceto the truth (5:7). 6. Rgedion d Gods cdling
(5:8). 7. Bringsin evil admixture (5:9). 8. Questions Paul's perseaution (v. 11). 9. Setsaside
the Crossscandd (v. 11).

4. In view of the @ove impasing list, it is not difficult to understand the expresson d the Spirit
through Paul to "cast out" (4:30) and "cut off" (5:12 any law - works g/stem. Anything which is
in dsharmony with the Truth must be diminated. But there ae safe guards to the liberty of the
grace- faith system. Study them:

1. SAFEGUARD #1 Redtricted Liberty v. 13
a For "brethren”

There is no question that the Galatians have not fallen prey to the false teading offered them.
They are still considered as "brethren” and part of the family of God.

b. For "cdled"

Theverb isaorist passvein form. Moreover, the pronoun”ye" isemphetic. Thus, the thowght is
clea: the Gaatians have been cdled of God. Thisisadivine work (cf. 5:8 where the present tenseis
employed). Other Scriptures point to the importance of Gods cdl in the "chain" of salvation (Rom.
8:30).

c. For "liberty"

The use of the mnredive "for" traces the agument badk to 51 as if al intervening is a
parenthesis. The having been cdled "for the purpose of liberty" is nat to be questioned. This
"liberty" has a reference to the socia fabric of the day (apostolic times). For a dave to be liberated,
his master acompanied him to the temple of a deity. There money was paid to the deity and a
document indicated the purchase price From that point, the dave was now at "liberty." The dave
thus becane the property of the deity. We dso are set at liberty by Christ Who puchased us at a
price He did a His own cost what the god dd fictionary with money provided by the dave in
apostoli ¢ society (cf. Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; 1 Cor. 6:20).

d. For "occaion”

The liberty, however, is nat to be used "unto" or "with a view to" an "occaion to the flesh."
Privilege is always attended by the danger of abuse. Liberty cen be misused. How tragicdly true this
isl Theterm "occasion” means a base of operationin war. Contextually the warning is nat to al ow
liberty to be abase for the operation d the flesh! Seeother uses of thisword in Rom. 7:8, 11 (law

providing sin a base to attad the soul), 2 Cor. 5:12 (the irreproachable mnduct of Paul provided

friends a base gaingt enemies), 2 Cor. 11:12 (Paul's refusal to accgpt money was a base aainst

enemies), 1 Tim. 5:14 (unguarded behavior of widows provided Satan abase ayainst the faith).
NOTE: Yes, Chrigtian liberty, BUT NO withou restrictions!

2. SAFEGUARD #2 Commanded | iberty v. 13

a To"save'
The verb is a present tense i.e. "let it be your habit to serve” How different this is from the
thought today -- "what can | get out of this or that?' Scriptureis: "how can | put into this or that."
What a paradox: "for freedom . . . .be servants."

b. Through "lave"

A life of saf renurciaionisalife of liberty! To pu onesef in ancther's place ad ad towards
that other as thowgh he were one's sif. Scripture is replete with how the Lord demonstrated that true
love is the motive of true service (cf. John 1431; Phil 2:8; John 131; Eph. 5:25; 1 Cor. 9:19).
Serviceiswithou constraint where thereistrue love. Otherwise servicebemmesirksome.

c. For "ane anather”
The best way to save "liberty” from self indugenceisto hdd liberty asatrust given by the Lord
so asto pou it out uponthe interest of the brethren. The welfare of others -- that's the goal of liberty!

3. SAFEGUARD #3Related Liberty v. 14

As a suppat for the ommanded liberty and if anyone redly want to be under the law (a works
system), let him remember this -- the whde law stands fulfilled (perfea tense) in loving your
neighbar asyoursdlf (cf. Lev. 19:18). Both thefull intention o the law and the observance of the one
precet cepture everything in the law. So accepting the grace - faith system enables you to
demonstrate the will of God. The gracefaith system goes further than Moses. The standard is higher.
We aeto "love & haveloved you' (cf, John 1334; 15:12; Eph. 5:2).

4. SAFEGUARD #4 Endangered Liberty v. 15

This is an open acasation against a law-works gystem. It finds fault and hes a censorious irit.
Hence, Paul argues (obvioudy by the Spirit's inspiration) that the legal works s/stem which was
foisted uponthem.

a Assimed "biting" and "devouring”

The first classcondtion shows that the Galatians were adually engaged in ddng these things.
The verbs are used metapharicdly, but the truth is norethelessliteral. A spirit of violent drifes,
debates, and dsputes apparently fill ed the assembly.

b. Assired "consuming”
Thefigure of speed cdled climax isill ustrated here: bite, deserve, and naw "consume” (cf. John
10:10 sted . . . kill . . .destroy). The verb "take heed" suggests to be on guard about this matter.
"Liberty" isno spherein which to fal adeep!

Postview What a law-works g/stem proposes only ends in harible strife.  Gracefaith, properly
conceived and appropriated, avoids the flesh, results in love service and utimately brings abou
edificaion (Eph. 4:16). Thisis only acomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit within a grace
faith framework (5:16). Amen.



