THE BOOK OF GALATIANS
"Works of the Flesh"
Gdatians 5:19-20

Review

1. Thereis NO sdvation from sin except through faith in the substitutionary deah of the Lord Jesus
Christ and His resurredion from the deal. Thisis the expressed testimony of the Bible (Rom 3:23,
24).

2. Once aperson is saved from his sns before the haly God, the power to live the saved lifeis to
walk by means of theindwelling Holy Spirit (cf. Ro. 8:9; Gal. 5:16).

3. To "walk by means of the Spirit" means ta stap quenching the Holy Spirit (i.e. saying no to Him)
to stap grieving the Holy Spirit (i.e. dlowing unconfessed sin in ore's life), to stop yielding your
members (i.e. giving yoursalf to urrighteousness, but to pasitively yield orce and for al to God (i.e.
yourself and your members to righteousness.

4. These eplicit diredions are given in the Bible so that no ore will be ignorant of "how to be
saved" and "how to live the saved life" Meanwhile, the "old man" (also referred to as "the flesh” or
"sin") remains inside of the believer. This oppases the "new man" creaed by one being "saved." So
as the new man seeks to walk by means of the Spirit, the old man antitheticdly oppaes. The believer
must, by the power of the Holy Spirit follow the diredions to live day by day, moment by moment
triumph over the old man. Failing to dothis, the "saved" person will demongtrate the "works' of the
old man (i.e. works of the "flesh," "sin"). What are these works? Real the "instruction Book" i.e. the
Bible. Hereéswhat it says about the "works' of the flesh.

1. Some ae IMMORAL works.
Theseinclude:
a Adultery
While this word is nat foundin some MSS others include it. This vice refers to an immora
sexua ad committed with ore other than one's pouse. It is"single alultery” when ore of thetwo is
married, "doulle auitery”" when bah are married. Thisad isamord crimein the Bible (Mt. 15:19;
Mk 7:21; Jn 83).
b. Earnicdion
This snful ad is distinguished from aduitery in that it is committed by unmarried persons. It
may be referred to as progtitution a harlotry. Note: Thisis the term used in the exception clauses of
Mt. 5:32, 19:9, hencegiving credenceto the biblicd pastion d no dvorce and noremarriage (cf. the
experienceof Josephand Mary in Mt. 1).
¢. Undeaness
Thisrefersto bah physicd (Mt. 23, 27) and moral (1 Thess 2:3) uncleaness
d. Lasciviousness
Thisis an archaic term for wantonness shamelessoutrages on pulic deaency. It isa dimax to
the pervious threewords about immordity (Mt. 7:22;, Ro. 12:13; Col. 3:5; Eph. 4:19; 1 Pet. 4:3).
NOTE: Itisincredible, but obvioudy true, that the fleshly sinsinitialy recorded are dl heinous rts
of base sexuality. These are summarily deplored by the Word of God!

2. Some ae RELIGIOUS works
Theseinclude:

a lddatry

While some would plead innacence of this $n, it is a very common modern sinful ad. It refers

to occupeation with anything that takes the placeof the true and living God and His Word.
b. Witchcraft
The Greek word here relates to pharmaceiticd items, hence drugs. It is only found tere and
Rev. 18:23inthe N.T. It relatesto traffic with the dead, hence sorcery (cf. Deut. 18:9-12).

3. Some ae SOCIAL works
Theseinclude:
a Hatred
Thisis persond animosity, enmities and is oppasite to love (cf. 1 John 315).
b. Variance
Quarrelsomeness is meant. The word expresses rivalry or discord. It is the expresson a
articulation d hatred.
¢. Emulations
To get the almiration d othersand to excd others. Relatesto jedousies.
d. Wrath
Thereis probably nothing wrong with strong emotions, but this s1ggests explosions as aresult of
such fedings. Anger is asociated with this term (Eph. 4:26). Jedoudy smolders in the heat and
bre&sout in this.
d. Strife
Here is party spirit at its worst for it refersto the cawvassng of hired partisans. Suggests taking
sidesfor or againgt party leaders (cf. 2 Cor. 12:20).
f. Seditions
The Greek term means glits in two, hence divisons. Only used here and Ro. 16:17 where the
believer istold to turn away from thase who cause divisions.
0. Hereses
This is the adua choosing of a party or sed (cf. Acts 5:17). A sed is a divison matured o
established. Chedk out these last seven words and seethe discernable dimax.
h. Envyings
This is afeding of ill will. It is the oppasite of being content (cf. Heb. 13:5). Envy was to
deprive anather of what he has; jedousy the thing for itself (seeProv. 14:30).
i. Murderers
Some MSSomit thisterm, but it surely isa"work" of the flesh!

4. Some ae PERSONAL works.
a Drunkenness
Socia drinking isnot an ogtion for the believer (cf. Ro. 14). Drunkennessis caegorized asasin
of theflesh NOT adisease (cf. Luke 21:34; Ro. 13:13).
b. Revellings
Having a"goodtime," adrunken sexua orgy. Fourd orly here, Ro. 13:13; 1 Pet. 4:3 inthe N.t.

Postview Some horrible sin may nat have been mentioned in the éove list. It is covered by "and
such like" Paul, by the Spirit, had previoudy mentioned these matters (I told you in time past.).
Repetition and reminding is the duty of Gods srvantsl Moreover, anyone who pradices these
drealful ads (habitual pradiceisthe significanceof the verb) will nat (future indicaive) inherit God's
kingdom (cf. 1 John 310). Consider carefully the "works" of your flesh! Yield to the Holy Spirit.



