THE BOOK OF GALATIANS
"Fdlen from Grace'
Gaatians 5:1-6

Introdiction

1. Let's faceit. The Bible is the only text bodk which provides information provided by God
Almighty. We make thisimportant observation to assure ourselves that the Bible is the Word of God
(2Tim. 3:16,17).

2. Beélieving the Bible ta_be the Word of God, we have full confidencein its datements concerning
life and ceah, heaven and hell, condemnation and salvation. In short, the Bible is the resource for
every living sou who sincerely wants to establi sh arelationship with the one only true God.

3. With these premises, it is not surprising that we believe in dagmatics. The Bible dore has
authoritative statements abou the purity of Gods redemption d sinful humanity. Men, by their own
cunring, have devised various ystems by which to be acceted by the hdy God. God, however,
dogmaticdly avers that the degh of owr Lord Jesus Christ on the aoss and His subsequent
resurredion alone rescues snful men (1 Cor. 1:18-2:16). Thisisour grea and wonderful good rews
to youtoday! Haveyou kelieved it for yoursdf yet? If nat, doit NOW.

4. The Gaatian believers (people who accupied modern Turkey in the days of the Apostle Paul i.e.
mid 1st century), did believe that messsge. Then some people from Jerusdem came to them and
apparently endeavored to tead them the inadequacy of the perfed work of Jesus Christ in His deah,
buria, and resurredion. Paul the Apostle was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write this letter of
Gdatians to them to defend the alequacgy of Jesus Christ.  You must read Gaatians 1:1-4:31 to get
hisfull argument.

5. The immediate mntext of Gaatians 5:1-6, however, is the incredible dlegory of Gaatians 4:21-
31 Using Hagar and Ishmad (cf. Gen. 16, 17) and Sarah and Isaac (cf. Gen. 17, 21) as
representatives of law (man's work system) and grace (God's faith system) respedively, the Bible
affirms that redemption is hy gracethrough faith aone. Any works gystemisto be "cast out” (4:30).
With this as badground look at what this all provokes:-
1. COMMANDS (to okey) v. 1.

Two imperatives are enployed:

a Sandfast

Thisis apresent tense, hence, "keep onstanding." Where? In the "liberty" wherein Christ made
you "free' (aorist verb). SinceChrigt is adequate, stand!

b. Benat entangled

This is a present tense, but negative. To forsake the freedom provided by Christ is to take a
"yoke of bonchge." Any works ystemisjust that!

2. CONSIDFRATIONS

If one denies the alequacy of thework of Chrigt (in His deah, buria, and resurredion) and turnsto
thelaw (i.e. aworks s/stem) then these four considerations obtain:-

a Chrigt profits nathing v. 2

"Behadd" is an attention getter. "I" is emphatic as is "Paul." Under inspiration, Paul dedares
that if one is circumcised (adds sme work as if Chrigt is inadequate) then Chrigt's work profits
nothing. ItisChrist far all or Christ not at all!

b. Debtor towhdelaw v. 3

It is not possble to pick and chocse.  You ether accept an all gracesystem or an al works
system. It isnat possble to dvide the "law" into moral and "ceremoniad" asif to acceot the one and
rejed the other. If you believe one part is necessary, then thewhaeis. The battom lineisthis: either
the work of Christ is adequate or it isnat!

c. Chrigisof noeffed v. 4

The verb employed here is aorist passve. It isredly forceful. The moment anyone turns to a
works g/stem, he then and there is severed from Christ. Thereisno midde ground Either Christ is
sufficient for all or not at all. To seek to be acceted with God by what you dq in effed cuts you df
from Chrigt as God's only way to be acceted (1 Tim. 2:5, 6).

d. Ealen from gracev. 4

This phrase has been mistakenly interpreted to mean that a saved person can somehow get
unsaved. That's like saying aborn person can get unban. Impossble!l The meaning is clea: to turn
from Christ (grace ad faith) to aworks g/stemisto fal out of the sphere of graceinto the law sphere.

Conclusion

So where does this bring us? Two timestheword "for" isused. Theseindicaewherewe ae 1. We
wait for the hope of righteousnessv. 5. Whether the word "spirit" means the human spirit as oppcsed
to the flesh or the Holy Spirit by Whom a believer is quickened is nat a magjor question. The point
here is that the child of God waits for the redizaion d the hope of righteousness"out" of faith and
not "out" of works (cf. Eph. 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5). We ae cdled to believe what God says. The verb
"wait for" is used elsewhere (Rom. 8:19, 23, 25; 1 Cor. 1:7; Phil 3:20). It redly meansto "stick out
thenek." 2. We have faith which warks through love v. 6. Whether a personis circumcised or nat
(i.e. isinvolved in a works g/stem) is redly important. The big issle is faith whaose work is love.
Thisisthe same & sying, faith that issiesin works. A faith that doesn't work isdead. Not faith plus
works, but aworking faith (cf. Eph. 2:8, 9 with 10.

An appropriate question is -- are you a"we." Do you (we) wait for the hope of righteousnessad of
faith? Do you (we) have faith whase work islove?



