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Introduction

Quite a bold statement is made in v. 19: Paul died to the law so that he might live to God. Paul is saying there is something far beyond the “works of the law” in the sense that those works cannot justify a person (v. 16). And the Law was used by God in a very effective way—to show Paul his sin so well that the Law basically killed Paul. The Law demanded death for those who did not keep its demands (a penalty still relevant today—Rom. 6:23). So, Paul died to the Law. And death is final; once it happens, the Law that caused it has no more jurisdiction over the person (Rom. 7:1-6)! All of this is his explanation for how Peter was sinning when he tried to go back to the Law. To go back (build again those things that were destroyed, v. 18), amounts to moving in the opposite direction of life with God! That’s sin. Peter was thus called onto the carpet by Paul.

We now arrive at a crucial verse, Gal. 2:20, in which God explains with four key concepts what the Christian life is all about. It’s not about Law-keeping or self-justification or self-motivation. All of these are vicious circles that cannot ultimately get you anywhere but back to yourself. Instead it is about being closely related to Jesus Christ. Here’s how:

1. A Christian is Crucified With Christ
Death with Christ


The Bible asserts here that the apostle Paul was crucified with Christ, a truth which applies to all Christians (Gal. 5:24). How did Paul die to the Law? He was co-crucified with Christ—he died with Christ. The death Paul died was a spiritual one—due to the fact that the Law’s penalty killed Jesus Christ, and Paul was spiritually connected with Christ, so Paul now is separated from the Law.

How does this crucifixion happen? A connection has to be established between you and Christ. That connection is based on substitution. God establishes a spiritual connection between you and Jesus Christ in that He stood as your substitute. This is the ground for all of God’s grace toward us. But also God’s Spirit makes a legal connection between Him and you in what we call union with Christ. Briefly, the Bible says:

· 1 Cor. 12:13: we are immersed by the Spirit into Christ’s body, the Church.

· Gal. 3:27: we are immersed by the Spirit into Christ.

· Rom. 6:5: we are united with him in his death, burial, and resurrection.

By virtue of all this you died with Christ on that cross, just as effectively as if you had died physically. Like the two thieves (Matt. 27:44, Mark 15:32, John 19:32) who were physically crucified beside Him, you were crucified with Him.


When does this happen? At the time you were justified and born again, you were crucified with Christ. This is a one-time event that is never needed again. We don’t “crucify ourselves daily” or “die daily” to sin. We died once to sin, and this death has an effect on the present (“crucified” is in the Greek perfect tense). There is no “second work of grace” whereby a ho-hum Christian becomes a “crucified Christian.” All true believers are crucified with Christ—that’s how they became believers! See also Rom. 6:6, 5:24, 6:14. Rom. 6:8, 11, Col. 2:20, and 2 Tim. 2:11 for verses about our crucifixion with Christ.


This whole notion is sometimes called the truth of “identification with Christ.” With it, we are trying to explain our connection to Jesus Christ in salvation.


What did the co-crucifixion accomplish? The death to the Law that Paul mentioned earlier was one big result of this co-crucifixion with Christ. In addition, we die to sin, self, and the world (Rom. 6:6, 7:4, 7:6, Gal. 2:19, 2:20, 5:24, 6:14). We have been freed from bondage to all that stuff if we died with Christ. This is crucial for living every day as a Christian. Wonderful freedom it is not to be bound together with the world and its sin.

2. A Christian Has a New Life
Christ Living Inside

The next phrase of the verse is “it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” Did you ever asked anyone a question to which they hesitated and said, “Well…yes and no…”? They are expressing two different aspects of what they are trying to communicate to you. So I ask…“Are you the same person as you were 10 years ago (before you were saved)?” You might answer, with Paul, “Well…yes and no…I died with Christ but I still live. But I’m so different now because Christ lives in me, I’m like a new person.”


Christ lives in us by means of the indwelling Spirit (John 14:16-17, 23). The power of the Triune God is at work in every believer to produce this new life.

And so, the Bible does not teach that we are absorbed into the deity; nor that we disappear as a person; nor that our wills or personalities are somehow eliminated as Christ replaces our personal existence. We are not “exchanged” for Christ the “exchanged life movement” teaches. Rather, Christ works in us through His Spirit to make our desires His desires; our will His will; our actions His actions; our speech His speech; our attitudes His attitudes; our character His character. He transforms us into a totally new person energized and moved by divine principles. Our disposition is changed and strengthened as He works with us through the process of sanctification.

3. A Christian Lives by Faith
Day by Day with Faith in Christ


The text speaks of the life Paul lives in the flesh. This refers to the fact that even though he died, he is still present in his same body. He says, “I live” twice here to emphasize that he has not been snuffed out, but that the co-crucifixion that identifies him with Jesus has made him die to the law, sin, self, and the world. We can say that Paul lives in the flesh, but not by the flesh, where flesh is used in two different Biblical ways—the first is “Paul lives in the body” but the second is “Paul does not live by the sinful nature.”


God does not operate independently or outside of the believer’s personality and will. He operates in us by means of faith. It is faith, not works/legalism, that gives power to live.


The whole Christian life is a faith-thing. It is not just faith to enter into salvation, but it is faith to live all the time. Rom. 14:23 tells us that whatever is not from faith is sin. Faith is our proper response to the challenges, trials, indeed everything that we face in life. The main issue in this context is the issue of righteousness. How is it obtained? By faith! How do I make progress in the Christian life? By faith! Salvation and sanctification are both by received through the channel of faith! Peter was clearly not continuing to live by faith in that he was turning back to the Law for “standing” with God.

4. A Christian Has a Loving Substitute – Jesus Christ
All of Christ


Did you stop to think recently that the Lord Jesus Christ died, not just for the world in general, but for ME? He loved ME! He gave Himself for ME! What a great truth. Our God is a personal God. He cares about US individually. We are not a 9-digit number to God.

Christ’s loving self-sacrifice on my account is the basis of any righteousness and merit that I can have with God. Paul emphasizes this in v. 21 when he says he cannot set aside God’s grace in the cross-work of Christ. For if he does, he is saying that Christ was a fool to die for nothing, because justification could be obtained by some less costly means. But the truth is, it cannot be gotten any other way. And so we must live by faith in Him.

Conclusion


How do you know if you are crucified with Christ? What does it “feel” like? Well, the prerequisite is that you must be born again. You must respond to God’s call for salvation by turning from sin and turning to Christ. Then you know that you believe God’s word, and in so doing, you can believe this “technical” aspect of salvation. It is a fact that God has done this for every believer. In Rom. 6:11 we are told to believe this fact and live by it. Do we feel it? Yes—but not directly at the moment of salvation. Being saved has effects—it is not just theoretical. Our disposition changes. We know that we are not on the hook to the Law; we can sense that we are not part of the world; we understand that we don’t have to choose sin; we see that we must not live the way the world does. In all of these ways you know you are crucified with Christ. By it are disconnected from the old stuff!


And how do you know if you are living by faith? Here’s one practical way. When you are faced with any situation, do you evaluate it based on your faith in Christ? In other words, “How would I handle this to best demonstrate that I believe in Jesus Christ? How does my faith guide me in this decision?”








MAP


Remember the conclusion of v. 21—it is very important. If any saving or sanctifying righteousness comes from the Law, then Christ died without a point. He claims to provide the only righteousness that merits salvation or that produces sanctification; but if He is wrong, then He died uselessly. The truth is that Jesus was not wrong, and this means that we must not set aside the grace of God. It is only by God’s favor that we have any goodness in us.

19 For I through the Law died (with respect?—dative?) to the Law, in order that I might live (aorist significance?) to God (dative type matches dative type earlier). I have been (and still am) crucified with Christ (? goes with v. 19 or v. 20?)


There is an “under” law or God relationship going on here.


By virtue of the Law killing Christ, it killed Paul too, Campbell says. This freed him up to be joined to another. The Law shows sin and points one to the cross; the Law demands death for sin and its penalties were taken upon Christ; and once one dies with Christ, the Law no longer has jurisdiction over him; in fact, Christ’s fulfillment of the Law’s positive demands is imputed to us as well.


co-crucified – only used in Rom. 6:6 and here in the epistles; used in the gospels of the thieves crucified with Christ. We participate in the theological aspects of Christ’s crucifixion in this.


crucified = always in the past tense after the gospels except in Heb. 6:6, which is speaking about apostates. 


in the flesh, but not “by the flesh.”

20 Now then, I (emphasis) no longer live (not KJV “nevertheless I live, yet not I”), but Christ lives in me. But the (life) which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the son of God, the one who loved me and delivered himself for me.


self-righteous, self-centered, self-ruling, self-energizing Paul was dead (the old man)


old gone; Christ has come and made new; countering the view that I am replaced by Christ, we see the verse goes on to show that Paul does indeed continue living – by faith – but nonetheless he lives. He has not disappeared.


Everything new => including source of Christian life and power – Jesus, by His Spirit, through faith, always.


Referring to union with Christ.


“I no longer live” is the total transformation brought about by salvation. 


Now living in the realm of the sanctification part of salvation. “Now.” So this is by faith as well.


Faith in Christ’s merit as well as enablement and guidance through life.

Error: person losing his existence; crucifixion not completed or daily

21 I do not reject the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died without cause.


Peter was effectively denying the grace of God and making Christ’s death useless. Making such a statement can be done whether one rejects the saving grace of God initially (as all unbelievers do), or, as Peter, after one is saved but walking in bad doctrine.

So, he died that I might die too—to the Law.

Is the emphasis on I living in isolation? It is an “in” relationship, not a replacement relationship. But I died to the Law; I’ve been crucified with Christ.

The “I in isolation” idea fits in that Paul was trying to achieve righteousness on his own. Or is it on the “old I” which was the old man—dead and gone as far as its connections to sin, death, Adam, etc. He says he “now lives” – so he is not dead. He is spiritually died and resurrected with Christ.

evgw. ga.r dia. no,mou no,mw| avpe,qanon( i[na qew/| zh,swÅ Cristw/| sunestau,rwmai\ 20  zw/ de. ouvke,ti evgw,( zh/| de. evn evmoi. Cristo,j\ o] de. nu/n zw/ evn sarki,( evn pi,stei zw/ th/| tou/ ui`ou/ tou/ qeou/ tou/ avgaph,santo,j me kai. parado,ntoj e`auto.n u`pe.r evmou/Å 21  Ouvk avqetw/ th.n ca,rin tou/ qeou/\ eiv ga.r dia. no,mou dikaiosu,nh( a;ra Cristo.j dwrea.n avpe,qanenÅ

