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Review 

Remember the structure of the surrounding passage: 

19  Therefore, brethren, 
 Because we have 
  [1] boldness to enter the Holiest… 
21 and because we have 
  [2] a High Priest over the house of God, 
 
22 let us draw near… 
23 let us hold fast… 
24 let us consider one another… [do that by doing the following two things] 
25 let us not forsake the assembling… 
 let us exhort one another… 
 
In the last message, we addressed the Christian’s possessions and the first 
imperative, the one in verse 22, about drawing near to God. We saw several key 
points. First, these verses draw together and summarize the major teaching of 
chapters 8–10 (boldness to enter) and chapters 2–7 (our high priest). Second, 
believers have these two provisions upon which they can stake their entire lives. 
We can have confidence or courage in relation to God because of Christ’s 
sacrificial death. We also have a High Priest or mediator between us and God, 
the high priest called according to the order of Melchizedek. Third, on these 
bases, we are called to draw near to God. This means we are to approach God’s 
presence with a genuine heart, fully assured that the God is and that the gospel 
is true, and because God has washed us from sin and regenerated us. We could 
say then that regeneration is a third provision which God makes on the basis of 
the first two. 

In this message, our goal is to examine the following four imperatives. These will 
help us to know what God wants us to do as His children. 

I. Hold Fast Your Confession, v. 23 

A. The Meaning of Hold Fast. 

This means to adhere firmly to conviction or beliefs without wavering 
from them. The idea is a firm, unshakable conviction regarding the 
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gospel of Christ. The confession that you make of the gospel is a 
statement of allegiance to Christ. It is acknowledging that He is Lord 
and Savior. Do not depart from that confession! 

We’ll see examples of this in Hebrews 11. We can also see one in 
Romans 4:20. Wavering is basically a measure of unbelief. Doubting 
is unbelieving. 

Your conviction may manifest itself in different ways. Rarely, under 
extreme persecution, you may face death if you hold fast to your 
faith. More often, we are like Peter when he failed by denying the 
Lord, even though the persecution would not likely have been death. 
He did not hold unswervingly to the Lord then; but he made a quick 
recovery and did so for the remainder of his life. Sometimes we may 
fail to hold firmly to our faith if we do not let it come through clearly 
in all our interactions and decisions in life. The main concern here, I 
believe, is that the Hebrews conviction may be shaken and they may 
ultimately depart from the faith. Of course, if they truly apostatize, 
that means they were never genuine believers in the first place. 
Encouragements like this are part of the means God uses to 
strengthen the faith of His own. 

B. God is faithful 

The “for” explains why we should hold fast, because the never-failing 
God promised us eternal life and future hope. We have already 
established from the text of the Bible that God is completely reliable. 
Consider again Hebrews 6:18. 

Our Christian convictions can be firm because of the reality upon which 
they are based. Recall the phrase “in full assurance of faith” in v. 22. 
That means “complete certainty.” There is no “hoping the Christian 
faith is right.” It is right and true. God exists and has revealed Himself 
to us in the Bible. God cannot lie (Titus 1:2). To this fact history also 
bears witness. The changed lives of saints also testify to the same. 
There is no reason to doubt God. 

C. Connection with Christian Privileges 

Because we have boldness and a high priest and regeneration, we ought 
to hold fast to Christ. Given our access to God and Jesus the Great 
High Priest, if you let go of that allegiance, what other way could you 
have to access to God? NONE! So, we had better hold fast our 
confession, because it is all there is! 
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II. Consider One Another, v. 24 

A. The Meaning of Consider 

God is telling us to think about something carefully. It can suggest the 
idea of caring about someone, and beyond that it means to really use 
your noodle. As a pastor, I bear this responsibility even more heavily 
than you all as believers do, but in a sense we are all to be 
considering each other. 

B. Stir Up Love and Good Works 

Our purpose in considering one another is to rouse each other to 
activity in terms of love and good works.  We could use the words 
stimulate or provoke or encourage or inspire or motivate or incite. 
The word has a bit of a sharp, pokey edge to it, like “prodding.” 

How can we do this? Sometimes straight exhortation like preaching 
does the job. Sometimes humor can accomplish this goal. Sometimes 
rebuke. Sometimes song or testimony can rouse us to love and good 
works. Sometimes exercising love and good works ourselves spurs on 
our neighbor to do the same. The idea is that we have to think for a 
minute how best we can accomplish the production of good works 
and love amongst the church. 

Why do we need to do this? 

i. Love and good works are two hallmarks of Christians. John 
13:35/Matthew 22:37-40 and Gal 6:10/James 2:17 show this. If 
we do not exercise these qualities, there is something seriously 
wrong (or entirely missing) about our faith. 

ii. Christians are often good at resisting the work of God’s Spirit and 
can use some extra help in these areas. 

iii. Perhaps there is more of a tendency in some churches to “stir up 
trouble” whereas there should be great effort given to “stir up 
love and good works.” 

C. Connection with Christian Privileges in 10:19-21. 

Because we have boldness and a high priest and regeneration, if there 
are any believers wavering or uncertain among us, we can stir them 
up to love God through Jesus Christ, to love one another, and to do 
good works. 

Part of holding fast to our faith is exercising it on a continual basis, not 
stopping. Considering one another in this matter of love and good 
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works will help us to do just that. Furthermore, we ought to want 
that encouragement from each other because we want to respond 
properly to what God has provided for us. The proper response to 
God is a thankful life, one in which we return a portion of God’s love 
to Him and we return the resources and talents he gives us in living 
for Him. 

Transition: This inciting of love and good works requires us to also carry out the 
next two responsibilities. 

III. Do Not Stop Going to Church, v. 25a 

I could have titled the section “Keep Going to Church” but the text states it 
with “not,” so I have followed suit. 

A. The Meaning of Not Forsaking  

This means to not leave behind or abandon. It has the idea of separating 
a connection with someone. Apostasy could be in view; I think also 
an application can be made to lazy or erratic church attendance for 
reasons other than apostasy. 

Now, do not go too far with this notion. I am not saying that you have to 
maintain a connection with THIS particular local church in order to be 
in obedience to this command. I’ve heard people say that the church 
under whose ministry you were saved is where you should stay. I 
don’t see that anywhere in the Bible. Others use this and verses like 
1 John 2:19 to have a “this local church only” view of Christianity.  

The point of the verse is to say that you do not abandon meeting with 
other believers on a regular basis in a properly organized local 
church, whether that is in Ann Arbor or Ypsilanti or Whitmore Lake 
or Brighton. You have some latitude as long as the church is 
doctrinally sound and practicing the faith properly. 

B. Assembling Together 

The type of assembling together that is assumed in the heading of this 
point is attendance at your local church.  

i. What I mean by that is that it is not enough to get together with 
Christian friends once in a while, or even regularly, and even with 
a Bible study. Those are fine activities, and we should do them.  

ii. What we are talking about is a full-orbed Christian corporate 
gathering, which happens in the context of a local church. The 
local church is headed by the Lord Jesus Christ; it has pastor(s) 
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and deacons; it has regular and orderly services of worship, 
encouragement, Bible preaching, evangelism, accountability, and 
so forth. Para-church groups do not meet these qualifications. 

iii. That the local church is the place of corporate gathering of God’s 
people in this age is evident from the fact that the apostles 
started churches; ministered in churches; wrote NT epistles to 
churches, and by so doing they encouraged us to do the same. 
The various commands in the NT about evangelism, baptism, 
proclamation of the Bible, and the “one another” commands all 
show that God requires us to gather in local churches to carry 
out these functions.  

Remember, these meetings do not have to happen in a “church 
building.” They can be in a home or even outdoors! 

C. Some Have Made a Habit of Not Assembling Together 

Maybe some folks have “advanced beyond” local church attendance. 
They are spiritual enough, they think, not to need it, or the hassle 
and persecution is not worth it and they can live a fine Christian life 
without assembling together anyway. Perhaps pure laziness or 
inactivity due to a dislike of church for some reason is the cause for 
their departure. 

Let me say that no one is that advanced in their faith! If they think so, 
they evidence a regression that needs serious and swift correction. 

In the worst scenario, the people deserting the assembly are evidencing 
a departure from the faith entirely. Among the Jewish readers of 
Hebrews, some perhaps were inciting problems over key doctrinal 
matters and then leaving the church. 1 John 2:19 may be true in their 
case. 

Why do people habitually not come to church? Here are some ideas: 

i. Some have not considered the opportunities that they are 
missing. 

ii. Others have made a conscious decision that assembling is not 
worth their time or not helpful.  I would welcome you to share 
with me sometime if you have made such a decision and why. 
Remember, you will give account for that before the Lord, so it 
shouldn’t be a problem to speak openly about it with me now! 

iii. Others by lack of diligence allow their schedules to get out of 
hand so that less important things replace more important 
things. For the student, football, studying, and church often are 
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prioritized in that order, with church attendance last, if time still 
is available for it.  God is not pleased with this approach to life. 

iv. Maybe instead of the scheduling getting out of control, the 
schedule has control of you! Perhaps Sunday evening is out 
because the baby’s sleep schedule does not permit it. Maybe the 
work schedule causes you to want to stay home and do other 
things before going to bed for work the next day. I would say you 
should change the schedule or drop other activities (TV, 
facebook, …) to accommodate attendance at your local 
assembly. We try to make the services fairly convenient in that 
way. 

Why do I make a big deal about attending the services of the local 
church? Because it appears that the Bible makes a deal of it right 
here in Hebrews 10:25. 

Transition: You have to gather together in order to do the next command. 

IV. Exhort One Another, v. 25b 

A. The Meaning of Exhort One Another 

Exhortation means to urge or beseech someone to do something. It’s 
like a command, but doesn’t have quite the same tone. Exhorting 
takes place in individual settings, and also in corporate prayer, 
worship in song, and preaching. For instance, Col. 3:16 refers to 
admonishing one another in songs. 2 Timothy 4:2 uses the same 
word for exhorting in the context of preaching. The things for which 
people pray can also be an exhortation to us.  

B. Identification of the Approaching Day 

The “Day” could refer to the Day of the Lord, the Day of Christ (1 Cor. 
1:8, Phil. 1:6, 1:10, 2:16, Rom. 2:16), the rapture, the day of final 
judgment, and there are probably some other possible identifications 
that interpreters use. 

The first three of the events are hard to distinguish if they are used in a 
non-technical sense. Let me try to untangle them for a second here. 
The Day of the Lord (DOL) begins shortly after the rapture of the 
church and starts with the judgment portion of the DOL we call the 
Tribulation; then it continues into the blessing portion of the DOL 
that we call the millennial kingdom. The Day of Christ seems to point 
to the judgment of believers and the termination point of their 
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earthly human existence. This would be the believers’ judgment 
which happens right after the church is raptured. 

I take the Day to be a general reference to the second coming, and 
more specifically as a reference to the rapture of the church. It 
includes a special overtone of judgment as each person will face 
judgment (9:27). 

C. Urgency of Exhorting One Another 

The Day is coming nearer. We need to be ready. As you’ve heard said 
before, today is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). In the church, the 
ever-nearness of Christ’s return should wake us out of laziness and 
cause us to press on in our Christian duties. His coming should 
prevent us from departing from Him entirely, because we will face 
Him as judge later. 

D. Connection with Christian Privileges in 10:19-21 

Because we have boldness and a high priest and regeneration, we 
should gather with the church and encourage one another. 
Assembling together is one way in which God is pleased to receive 
worship. In other words, we draw near to God’s presence by means 
of corporate worship and thus express our faith. Gathering also gives 
opportunities for encouraging one another to love and good works 
and helping those weak in faith, thus stirring each other up to love 
and good works. 

These responsibilities are interwoven! When you drop the ball on one of 
them, then you probably are dropping the ball on several of them. 

Conclusion 

Personally we need to keep the faith. Corporately we need to keep meeting 
together regularly for worship and preaching. We must watch out for 
those who need their faith strengthened, their obedience made more 
complete, their love made more perfect; and their good works increased. 
These things will help each of us stand before Christ more like Him. 

 MAP 


