
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
“Facing the Future” 

Hebrews 12:1, 2 
 
Think About This 
1.  Facing the future is an accepted.  No one can run from the inevitable.  Hence, the headlines 

scream with what can be done with terrorism since September 11. 
2.  Facing the future also includes what to do with milit ant Islam and their “Holy War” (Jihai) 

against infidels and the enemies of Islam (i.e. Christians).  This is a world-wide conflict which 
has been demonstrated all too frequently. 

3.  Facing the future surely focuses on the Middle East where mind boggling problems persist.  Add 
to that the politi cs of the world’s strongest nation (U.S.A.) and the future seems extremely 
bleak. 

4.  Turn then to Scripture.  What counsel does it give to face the future? 
 
1.  AN EXPLANATION     v. 1 
     a.  A Particle 
          The triple compound “wherefore” (                                                                 ) is only found 
here and 1 Thess. 4:1 in the N.T.  It provides the reason for the inference from the O.T. heroes of 
faith. 
 
     b.  A Pattern 
           The O.T. saints  are  described  as  a cloud noting their density and elevation.  Like a huge 
arena with tiers of seats in which witnesses appear.  They all have borne witness to their faith way of 
salvation and triumph.  There is no support to the idea of O.T. saints sitting as spectators for Grace 
Age saints.  But, their faith should say something to us! 
 
     c.  A Presence 
        Their is something “better” (11:40) for today’s saints.  For “we also” are “compassed about”  
(literally: having [pres. act. part.] lying around us [pres. middle part.]).  Thus, we must say we have a 
model for faith victory.  It is lying close around us.  Glory! 
 
2.  AN EXHORTATION    v. 1 
     a.  Suggested 
          In view of the O.T. and N.T. clouds of witness, the Scriptures invoke an action.  This is the 
main verb of the verse: “ let us run” (                                                                   ).  It is a present tense, 
subjunctive, plural indicating an appeal (cf. 1 Cor. 9:24-26; Phil . 3:12-14; 2 Tim. 4:7, 8; Acts 20:24). 
 This is a foot race for eternity. 
 
Note” Elsewhere believers are urged to “walk” (Eph. 4:1), “stand” (Eph. 6:13, 14) cf. sit not (Ps 1:1). 
 
     b.  Supported 
         1) Patiently     The  term  used  here  means  to  “stay under” i.e. stickabilit y, an abilit y all too 
frequently lacking among professed Christians.  Passively it is endurance and actively it is 
persistence.  There is no room for failure.  It marks day by day pursuit. 
 
          2) Particularly     The race (                                             a word used only by Paul in N.T. 
supports Pauline authorship for Hebrews) is in full view before (present articular middle participle).  
With such a specific “race,” there is no cause for making a mistake.  God put the game plan in the 
Book (Eph. 2:10). 
 
3.  AN EXPECTATION     vv. 1, 2 
     a.  Separation   v. 1 

          To do justice to the race, there must be separation.  This rather unpopular subject is 
nonetheless patently Scriptural.  To dub it as legalism is a neat way to commit spiritual-growth 
suicide.  The verb employed is an aorist middle calli ng for discipline (an almost unheard of activity 
today!).  The aorist points to urgency and promptness while the middle adds personal interest.  This 
same verb is employed of laying aside clothing (Acts 7:58).  The runners at the Greek stadium ran 
nearly naked! 
 
          1) From weights 
              The noun here means “mass” (                                       ).   Best rendered “encumbrance.”  
Being joined to a plural adjective, no handicaps are anticipated in the race. 
 
          2) From sin 
                As  a  noun,  sin  is  modified by a compound adjective meaning to stand around.  Thus, 
there must be severance from easily or standing around sin for action.  Such sin is as natural as the 
air we breath, but unnecessary. 
 
Note: There are hindrances to spirituality and decisively they must be eliminated.  This calls for 
rugged discipline. 
 
     b.  Fixation    v. 2 
           
          1) A Practice 
                 The verb is a present active participle with the significant meaning “ to look away from all 
else/ to fix one’s gaze upon” (                                                           ).  Obviously the thought is to 
have continued action and full focus on one object. 
 
          2) A Person 
               Blessed be God, the human Name is given our Lord.   It is the Name by which He was 
called at birth (Mt. 1:21).  The Name means “Jehovah saves.”  So, look away from witnesses to the 
Person! 
 
          3) A Position 
              a) As Author      This  noun  is  variously  rendered   “ file-leader,   originator,  pioneer,”  but 
“author” of the li fe of faith is quite acceptable (cf. 1:10).  Believers are urged to look away from the 
examples of the previous chapter to Jesus, the Author of their faith. 
 
               b) As Finisher    The term here (                                                           only found here in the 
N.T.) denotes the Lord is Perfecter/Consummator of our faith.  Faith is both personal and objective.  
Jesus is the A to Z of both. 
 
          4) A Preference 
               This is too incredible.  Jesus had “ joy” set before Him, but instead of it (“ for” ) He 
exchanged it and “endured” a cross and despised its shame and disgrace.  The whole gamut of the 
incarnation as touched on (Phil . 2:5-11), “Despise” (                                                                   ) is 
aorist connoting a definite act. 
 
           5) A Perfection 
                  What an appointment--seated forever at the Father’s right hand.  The perfect tense of the 
verb says it all (cf. 1:3).  Believers are called to look to this exalted One alone! 
 
Conclusion     So how are we to face the future?   1.   Think about the witnesses.    2.  Run for your 
li fe.  3.   Take an unencumbered race.    4.   Fix your eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ -- on the throne of 
God!  This is one sure way to face the future. 


