
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Son is Better Than Angels" (5) 

Hebrews 1:10-12 
 

Overview 
1.  God has spoken in His Prophets (O.T.), but now in these last days in His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah of Israel. 
 
2.  As God's unique Son (v. 5), He is Heir, Revealer (of the Father), Maintainer (of creation), 
Purifier (Redeemer of all men), Ruler (at His Second Advent or Coming), Master (over angelic 
beings), and Sovereign (in His Royal Kingdom). 
 
3.  Now note His overpowering Superiority over the angels the angels.  Here is another nail i n 
the box.  Those Jews who confessed Jesus as Messiah and Redeemer were correct, despite all 
the suffering endured.  View our Lord's Superiority as the Creator. 
 
1.  His PERSON is Aff irmed 
     a.  He is Lord   v. 10 
          The emphatic personal pronoun "you" (

�� �

 Su) is employed here.  However, the phrase "in 
the beginning" separates the pronoun from the noun "Lord" and by so doing throws "Lord" into 
the emphatic position!  Consider that.  The Father refers to the Son' s deity (cf. vv. 3, 8).  Jesus is 
the incomparable and incomprehensible One.  Worship Him!  Oh blessed Saviour! 
 
     b.  He is Permanent  v. 11 
          Again the emphatic personal pronoun is used ( �� �

su), hence a direct reference to our 
Lord.  The intensive form of the verb meaning to "remain" (

�� �	 
�� 
� � diameneis) is employed 
here and only a few times elsewhere (Lk 1:22; 22:28; Gal. 2:5).  Being the present tense, the 
verb conveys the thought that Christ has a primary characteristic of God in that He exists 
absolutely and eternally.  Such everlastingness of God is a contrast with everything else in 
creation.  O blessed eternal Saviour! 
 
     c.  He is Immutable   v. 12 
          The instability of everything around accounts His sameness.  The hymn writer correctly 
said it "He' s just the same."  Unequivocally this points to divine immutability.  The Lord Jesus is 
indeed as God the Father.  He is above all the causes of and possibility of change.  The Lord is 
absolutely immutable in His essence and attributes.  He cannot increase nor decrease.  He is ever 
the same ( �� � �� � �� �� �� ��� � ��

su de ho autos ei , cf. Ps 33:11; Isa. 14:24; Mal. 3.6; James 1:17).  
O wonderful changeless Saviour! 
 
     4.  He is Unfailing   v. 12 
          Now there you have it.  His years shall not fail.  Clearly this shows our Lord is not subject 
to change or decay as a creature.  Angels are subject to change because of their creaturehood.  
Not so the Lord.  His years "fail not."  The verb here ( ����  �! " #$ %& !  ekleipsousi) means to leave 
out or fail .  In reference to our Lord, He has no end in Himself.  He has divine perpetuity.  This 
unusual Greek verb is only used here in the N.T. and in Luke (16:9; 22:32; 23:45). 
 
NOTE:  The combination of these thoughts of our Lord' s Person unequivocally aff irms Him as 
God incarnate.  No, a thousand times no, those who believed on Christ (Messiah) for salvation 
did so appropriately.  None other could save them – Jesus Christ alone (Heb. 13:8). 
 
2.  His WORK is Explained 
     a.  Creation of the Earth  v. 10 

          The aorist tense of the verb "laid" ( '() '* ' +, -. /0 1 ethelemiosas) points to the creative act 
of God (Gen. 1:1).  Here is a statement of direct divine creationism.  To conceive of anything 
less is totally dishonoring to God.  The prepositional phrase "in the beginning" ( 2 0 3  45�6 7 489

kat' archas) can only have reference to absolute "beginning."  Christ is therefore afforded 
creative powers (cf. Jn 1:3; Col. 1:16) in reference to "the earth" (note definite article). 
 
     b.  Creation of the Heavens   v. 10 
          The word "heavens" ( :; <�6 4= :> 8  houranoi) is plural and may well refer to both the physical 
heavens and also orders of angelic beings (Eph. 4:10).  All of these are the "works" ( ?@�A BC  erga) 
of His "hands."  This is a strong reminder that all in the heavens is but "finger play" for God (Ps 
8:3).  Oh, what a mighty God we serve! 
 
Note:  Creation was performed by the triune God in six literal 24 hour days.  Some proof for this 
may be given in the following manner:  1)  The word "day" in Gen. 1 is clearly limited to a 
normal "day."   2)  The phrase "evening and morning" point to a 24 hour cycle (cf.  Dan. 8:26).   
3)  A creation of six indefinite periods of time would never serve as a meaningful pattern for 
man' s cycle of work and rest as outlined in Scripture (cf. Ex. 20:11; 31:17).  Creation was done 
as He said it was done.  Either believe the Bible or else!?! 
 
     c.  Creation of the Universe   v. 11 
          Consider that "they" ( C D@�E FG H  autoi) is an emphatic nominative.  It is a direct reference to 
"they themselves" or "they indeed" respecting the heavens and the earth.  So, what about the 
"works" of the creative act of God?  Listen to the inspired record: 
          1)  "They" shall perish ( IJ�K L M LN OP Q IR  apolountai).  It is not God' s purpose to forever 
preserve the created heavens and the earth.  Scripture is clear about this (2 Pet. 3:4-6; 10-13).  
There is no eternality to creation, but Christ continues forever.  Blessed be our God! 
 
          2)  "They" shall wear out ( ST UT V WX YZ [\ ]T V palaiothesontai).  The verb "shall wax old" is 
an aorist passive form which means to make ancient/old or to be worn out.  The reference is not 
to lapse of time, but in sense of  "wearing out."  This is the second law of thermodynamics 
which states that in a system in which energy is being transformed into other forms, "at least 
some of it is transformed into heat energy which cannot be converted back into useful forms.  
That is, although none of the energy is destroyed, some of it deteriorates and becomes less 
useful and available for work than it was at the beginning of the process."  (Henry Morris). 
 
          3)  "They" shall "fold up" ( ^_` abc ^ ad  helixeis).  The verb used is only found twice in the 
N.T. (here, Rev. 6:14).  The thought is clear, creation shall "be rolled up" and "put away".  There 
is no permanence.  Two illustrations are used in the context: "as a garment" and "as a vesture."  
Rather than being redundant, the former "garment" (

e_�f gbh ai j himation) refers to an outer 
cloak/mantle while "vesture" ( kl mn op qr sn p t peribolaion) speaks of something just flung around 
one as a veil (cf. 1 Cor. 11:15).  Both are of temporary usage. 
 
          4)  They shall "be changed" ( su r r sv wqx p ty sn  allagesontai).  What an interesting verb in 
this context!  As one garment/vesture  is "worn out" or "folded up" another is put on.  The idea 
of change or exchange is evident. 
 
Conclusion  Oh beloved friend, how much better is our Lord Jesus Christ than angels or any 
other created being.  This has been adequately demonstrated in His Person and His Work 
throughout these verses.  The question for us is this:  Have we acknowledged Christ as the 
unchanging Redeemer?  There is none other!  Having received Him as Messiah, Lord, and 
Saviour from sin, be assured your eternal destiny is secure.  Amen. 


