
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Son Is Better Than Angels" (6) 

Hebrews 1:13, 14 

Revise 
1.  The Lord Jesus is clearly the focus in this book.  He is at once:  a.  The Son (5:5).  
b. The Priest (5:6).  These two truths surely aff irm Him as the promised Messiah of 
Israel. 
 
2.  Moreover, God has spoken decisively in His Son/Priest noting Him as Heir, 
Revealer (of the Father), Maintainer (of creation), Purifier (Redeemer of all men), 
Ruler (at His Second Advent), Master (over angelic beings), Premier (in His Royal 
Kingdom), Creator (in perpetuity) and now Administrator (over His enemies). 
 
3.  Reconsider that the Bible avers:  1)  Christ's position as Son (v. 5).  2)  Christ's 
relation to worship (1:6).  3) Christ's exaltation over angels (1:7).  4) Christ's 
expression of sovereignty (1:8, 9).  5)  Christ's direction over creation (1:10-12) and 
now 6) Christ's location in Glory (1:13, 14). 
 
4.  Our Lord's location above the angels is examined in the text of Scripture in these 
ways: 
 
1.  A QUESTION IS POSED    v. 13 
     a.  About a Specific Angel 
          The particle "but" introduces a phrase questioning if there has ever been an 
angel, of all angels created, to whom (face to face, �� ����   pros) command was given.  
The obvious reply is – none. 
 
     b.  About a Specific Time  
          "At any time" indicates that in all of history – time and space – no angel was 
found regarding the command given.  Hence, the range of angels (plural) and the scope 
of eternity is questioned.  The plain answer is none, nothing, no takers! 
 
Note:  The perfect verb "said" ( ���� 	
 � � eireke) makes it crystal clear that  no specific 
angel nor any specific time is involved! 
 
2.  AN INJUNCTION IS ISSUED   v. 13 
     a.  About an Action 
          Here is a second person singular middle present imperative verb, hence 
continuous sitting with personal interest.  It is at the Father' s right hand the Lord (Son) 
is to sit (cf. 1:3).  The preposition "on" is actually "out" ( �� � ek ), hence the suggestion 
that "out of the right hand" the Son is made to sit in power. 
 
     b.  About a Dimension 
          The preposition "until" ( ��� � heos ) points to the sitting unto the end for victory.  
This indefinite temporal clause points to the terminus of the sitting. 
 
3.  A DURATION NOTED   v. 13 

     a.  About the Father' s Promise 
          Think of this:  "I make" or "I put" (
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tho ).  So it is God the Father Who 
sovereignly controlls events.  At His time,  He (the Father) will make the Son' s sitting 
to change!  Incredible evidence of omnipotence and explication of the triunity 
economy. 
     b.  About the Son' s Victory 
          It will come.  The Son' s enemies will be made His footstool (cf. Josh. 10:24, 25).  
There is a pleonasm here in Greek: "Footstool of the feet" ( ���� �� � ��� ��� � ��  � � � ��  � 
hupopodian ton podon ).  Note a significant plural here: "enemies."  The time is 
coming in the Father' s design that all alike and without distinctions of rank or selection 
the Son' s enemies will be decimated.  Hallelujah! 
 
4.  A CLARIFICATION OFFERED   v. 14 
     a.  About Angel Existence 
          They are referred to as "spirits" ( !" #$ %�& '( ' pneumata).  They are incorporeal in 
essence.  This is a term used of God (Jn 4:24)  The text states that no matter what their 
rank of dignity – angels are all spirits who minister. 
 
     b.  About Angel Expression 
          "Ministering" (
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leitourgika) is only found here in the N.T.  The 
term is not found in profane writers, but the papyri use it for a "work tax" (i.e. money 
in place of service).  It is also used for religious purposes.  This is what angels do. 
 
5.  A COMMISSION GIVEN   v. 14 
     a.  About Their Mission 
          Nothing could be more clear than the verb "send forth" ( 45�6 78 9: ; ; 7<�= : > 4 
apostellomena ).  It is a present passive form.  In all ages this is their regular activity – 
sent forth.  True, this is repeatedly, from time to time, but always at His direction and 
as occasion requires. 
 
     b.  About Their Intention 
          Contrary to what is stated of the Son, angels are "unto ministr( :? @ A? B 7 >? < 4 > eis 
diakonian).  They are not to be occupants of a throne as the Son, but created for 
service. 
 
     c.  About Their Direction 
          "For them" connotes for the sake of or for the good of.  A specific group is 
designated.  Those who are about to (= : < ; ; 7 > 9 4 @ mellontas) inherit (infinitive) 
salvation.  This is obviously final salvation (cf. Phil. 1:6 -- He begins salvation, He 
maintains salvation, He completes salvation).  The Son rules; angels serve! 
 
Conclusion   We must conclude that the Son is far superior to angels.  The Son sits and 
waits.  Angels are sent and serve believers in anticipation of eternal salvation.  While 
there is no notion of "guardian angels" in this text, it is clear that God has His heavenly 
angelic emissaries available for His own.  In view of the Son' s superiority, let us come 
and adore Him.  Do join in this glorious privilege.  If not, why not?  Some day every 
knee will bow to Him.  Do it now with joy.  Amen. 
      


