
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"God Hath Spoken" (1) 

Hebrews 1:1, 2 
 

Introduction 
1.  Here is one of the most important legacies of the church of Jesus 
Christ.  Its total emphasis is upon the superiority of the Lord Jesus.  Oh, 
how wonderful He is!  The glory of the Son of God is shown in a 
marvelous threefold manner in this book: 
 
     a.  Looking into Christ's Person   1:1-4:13 
 
     b.  Looking onto Christ's Priesthood   4:14-10:18 
 
     c.  Looking unto Christ's Practice   10:19-13:25 
 
2.  There is no mention of the author for this book.  It has been variously 
assumed, therefore, that the true author is unknown.  A number of 
suggestions have been given, for example, Apollos, Barnabas, Luke and 
even Aquila and Priscill a.  The overwhelming evidence, however, 
points to the apostle Paul as the writer.  This certainly was what the 
early church felt and the testimony of the early fathers is quite heavy in 
this direction.  But more to the point is the internal evidence from the 
Bible.  Mark these: 
 
     a.  The closing salutation (13:20-25).  A comparison with other 
epistles written by Paul and so designated, one finds a familiar strain at 
this juncture (cf. Rom. 16:24; 1 Cor. 16:23; 2 Cor. 13:14; Gal. 6:18; 
Eph. 6:24; Col. 4:18; Titus 3:15; 2 Thess. 3:17, 18). 
 
     b.  The comparison of Peter (2 Pet. 3:1, 15, 16).  If Hebrews is not 
this epistle, then we just do not have the letter to which Peter makes 
reference.  This has been a strong argument. 
 
     c.  The final greetings (13:22-24).  This shows that the author was 
well known to the recipients of the letter.  Paul fits the picture well . 
 
3.  Some of the knotty problems of the epistle are resolved when one 
acknowledges that the people to whom this letter was written were 
somewhat divergent.  At least three groups were present: 

     a.  Hebrew believers.  These were born again who experienced 
suffering. 
 
     b.  Hebrew professors.  Many who merely claimed to believe, but 
who were not true in their faith on Christ.  Just profession! 
 
     c.  Hebrew prospects.  These were persons who needed helpful 
information on how the Lord Jesus fitted into the scheme of the O.T. 
truth.  They had not yet made a decision.�
 
4.  Hence, the Lord Jesus is submitted as the One to whom all others 
must bow.  He is superior to everyone and everything!  Blessed be His 
Name forever and ever.  To initiate the superiority of the Lord, Paul gets 
right down to the basics.  It concerns the matter of revelation.  It is right 
here that he gains a point of advantage immediately.  Consider then the 
scope of revelation as outlined in the Word: 
 
1.  The PATTERN of prophetic revelation 
     a.  It was divine.  The verb "spoke" (MBMITB�� lalesas) is in the 
aorist and is a participle.  Should be rendered "having spoken."  It is a 
reference to the fact of divine revelation pure and simple.  There is but 
one only final source of truth and that is God.  He is given prominence 
by this verb.  The verb conveys the idea of familiar intercourse and 
emphasizes the "utterances" of God.  It is often used of God' s 
communications in this epistle (2:2, 3; 3:5; 4:8; 5:5; 11:18; 12:25).  It is 
used elsewhere in the same technical fashion (Lk 1:55;  Jn 9:29).  Here 
is firm support for the standard doctrinal position on verbal inspiration.  
What is contended here, then, is that the Scriptures are God-breathed (2 
Tim. 3:16, 17).  Though God used men to write the Scriptures, they 
were, in fact, His Word and not theirs!  This is supported elsewhere (2 
Pet. 1:21).  In these days there is probably no more important issue than 
one' s view of the Bible related doctrines as revelation, inspiration, 
preservation, and inerrancy! 
 
     b.  It was  directed.  The ancestors of the generation addressed are 
intimated by the phrase "the fathers" (cf. Lk 6:23, 26; Jn 6:49; Acts 
7:45, 51, 52).  In one passage the reference is directly to the patriarchs 
(Acts 7:12, 15).  The connotation of the Old Testament revelation is 
obvious. 
 



     c.  It was delivered.  The word "prophet" is the key here.  God used 
them to bring His message of revelation.  The use of the Greek 
preposition (FO�en) in this instance is terribly important.  It bears two 
ideas: 
 
          1)  That the prophets were the exclusive means through which 
God spoke in the O.T.  The intent in this connection is that they were 
the sphere in which God brought revelation.  Chosen men were they! 
 
          2)  That the prophets were the very instruments of God by which 
the O.T. was given.  Not only through them, but in them in the sense 
that the very quickening essence of their life was God.  Not only in their 
words was God operating, but through their very beings.  It is forceful to 
say that they were His instruments. 
 
     In our day it is necessary to warn that the term "prophet" is often 
employed as of one who foretells or fore announces something.  This is 
not the basic thought of the noun.  Rather, a prophet is one who forth-
tells or he speaks out the Word of God with clarity and authority.   He 
does this because he is conscious that God is speaking in him and he has 
a message received directly from God to deliver.  They were mouth- 
pieces through whom God spoke (cf. Jn 1:23). 
 
NOTE:  In view of the formal meaning of the term "prophet," it is clear 
why the modern movements which claim prophets is so erroneous.  God 
has spoken in the O.T. and since the closing of the N.T. in it, but not any 
further!  There are no new revelations today!  God forbid that we should 
admit an incomplete Bible! 
 
     d.  It was diversified.  The doctrinal concept of progressive 
revelation is clearly taught here.  Not all of God' s message was given at 
any single time in the O.T.  How was it given?  Like this:- 
 
          1)  At different times.  This is the idea behind the phrase "in many 
parts" or "at sundry times."  The Greek here points to the idea of little 
by little over a period of time (QPMVNFSX�� polumeros). Stage 
revelation is conveyed.  The word is only used here in the N.T. 
 
            
 

          2)  In different modes.  The words "diverse manners" are involved 
in the idea of mode ( QPMVUSXPQP�  polutropos) .  Used only here in 
the N.T.  Marks out that God employed direct voice contact, dreams, 
signs, etc. to convey His Word in the O.T.  God is  versatile and 
multi farious. 
 
NOTE:  These two phrases are placed first in the Greek sentence to 
show emphasis.  In contrast with God' s great revelation in His Son, 
there were some preliminary revelations!  But they were all "in time 
past."  That phrase shows the revelations were now ready to be replaced 
by a new one.  They were "old" in the sense of use, but not old in the 
sense of time.  Having noted the prophetic revelation, there is the person 
of climactic revelation ahead in the will of the Lord. 
 
Conclusion.   God has spoken.  That is another way to say boldly : God 
said it.  Therefore that settles it forever.   May our hearts respond with 
warmness—LORD, I do believe it !   Amen.  
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