
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Son as Purifier" 

Hebrews 1:3 
 

CHECK IT OUT 
1.  There is no attempt in the Bible to argue for the existence of God.  It's just taken for 
granted (Gen. 1:1).  It's the same with the fact of divine revelation.  It is just taken for 
granted – God has spoken (Heb. 1:1). 
 
2.  Let all be reminded that "he that is of ( �� � ek) God heareth (present tense) God' s 
words ( �� �� �� 	
  remati).  God' s revelation is that by which His knowledge, grace, truth, 
and salvation are made known. 
 
3.  Remember the O.T. is divine revelation.  In marked contrast, the Lord Jesus Christ 
is a complete, permanent, and final revelation.  The word "son" is central to the 
revelation in Christ.  Note references to Christ as Son (1:2, 5, 8; 3:6; 4:14; 5:8; 6:6; 
7:28; 10:29). 
 
4.  The glories of the Son are clearly evident.  He is Heir (v. 2),  Creator (v. 2), 
Revealer, effulgence of God and expression of God (v. 3), Maintainer of universe (v. 
3). 
 
NOW LOOK 
 
5.  The Son as Purifier   v. 3 
 
     The truth set forth here is absolutely phenomenal.  Bend low and gain the full thrust 
of these words.  After all, for what purpose are all the glories?  Just to shine?  To show 
forth the splendor of His infinite majesty?  To teach the wisdom of heaven?  Yes, but 
much more!  He came to "purge our sins."  Think of it!  From the heights of glory to 
the depths of abasement!  From His infinite majesty, He went to infinite self 
humiliation and exhibited His great love.  What a glorious Lord! 
 
Give full attention to every syllable which describes this awful sacrifice of 
unspeakable love: 
 
     a.  He EFFECTED It 
 
          The verb "had" in the KJV is an aorist middle participle derived from the 
common verb "to do" or "make" ( �� � �� ��� �� � � poiesamenos).  This is the same verb 
used elsewhere of the substitutionary death of our Lord Jesus where it is recorded He 
was "made" sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 
          Importantly, the verb as an aorist and points to a done deal.  At an historical 
point of time in the past, what is stated here took place.  Here is divine intervention 
and confrontation from above.  This is awesome.  Jewish believers should 
acknowledge this fact.  It is something done once for all, for time and eternity. 
 

          Additionally, the middle voice of the verb accents the personal interest exhibited 
by the Lord' s work of purification.  He did it with His own personal interests in view.  
Finite man struggles with this and cannot comprehend it.  A perfect God cannot be 
accused of being capricious.  God' s character cannot and must not be tarnished (cf. 
Rev. 4:11). 
 
          Moreover, the verb is strengthened by the prepositional phrase employing a 
reflexive pronoun 

��� ' �� �� ��  

 di' heauto).  Make no mistake about it, no other man, 
invented or appointed, can intrude here.  No other sacrifice, works, offerings, tears of 
anyone can be suff icient.  Only Jesus, God' s Heir, Creator, Revealer, and Maintainer – 
He alone, by Himself  has made purification.  Glory to the Lord Jesus Christ (Adonai 
Yeshua Messhiach ).  Let it be stated that this prepositional phrase is in no way 
superfluous because of the verbal form.  Rather, here is a full and emphatic declaration 
befitting the importance of the subject.  It serves to confirm our faith (cf. 1 Peter 2:24). 
 
     b.  He PURIFIED It 
 
          This is the core issue, sin may be viewed as transgression of God' s good, just, 
and holy law and deserves His punishment (1 Jn 3:4).  Sin may also be viewed as sin 
unto death which requires healing (1 Jn 5:1-6).  But sin may be viewed as defilement.  
It is what is loathsome to God and fill s His very being with repulsion.  No wonder the 
noun used here for "purge" (purification, !" # " $% &' ()�*  katharismon) is used of women 
after childbirth (Lk. 2:22) and of lepers (Mk 1:44; Lk. 5:14). 
 
          Forget not that the Son with all His glories (Heir, Creator, Revealer, Maintainer, 
now came to make purification.  Marvel of marvels He did it Himself! 
 
     c.  He DIRECTED It 
 
          There it is in bold print: "our sins."   The term for sins ("

+ ' " $, % - .*  hamartion) 
means to miss the mark.  Now think of that.  Our Lord Who alone understands the true 
nature, depth, and guilt of sin and knows perfectly the loathsomeness of sin directed 
His own purification to it.  That' s why He cried "my God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?" (Psa. 22:1)  Actually the manner and power of His purification form the 
subject matter of this entire epistle.  The sum of it all is: By Himself, the eternal Son of 
God in His humanity did all needed for full expiation and reconciliation.  Everything 
prefigured on the Day of Atonement is fulfilled here (Lev. 16:30).  Thank God, it is 
His blood that makes us clean before God (1 Jn 1:7). 
 
REJOICE 
Why does the Lord Jesus reveal His majesty and His glory?  Is it not that we should be 
drawn out to Him in love?  This glorious Jesus was attracted by our sin, our guilt, our 
helplessness.  He came to purge our sins.  Hallelujah.  Let us know we have 
forgiveness (Eph. 1:7).  Let us know that we are no longer servants of sin (Ro. 6:17, 
18).  Let us know that we are to forgive one another (Eph. 4:32).  Let us know that 
only our feet need washing (Jn. 13:10)  Let us know personal abhorrence of sin for 
which He provided purification (Psa. 139:21, 22).  Amen  


