
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Son as Seated" 

Hebrews 1:3 
 

GET THE PICTURE 

 
1.  God has spoken (Heb. 1:1).  What all the O.T. writers said was in fact the Word of the living 
God.  Numerous O.T. texts teach this (e.g. Deut. 1:6) and baldly (2 Pet. 1:21). 
 
2.  It is incumbent upon those who accept the witness of the Bible to heed its message as from 
God (Jn 8:47).  God forbid that we should mouth belief and do despite to what He says (Lk 
6:46). 
 
3. The complete, permanent, and final revelation of God is encapsulated in the Son of God, the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:2).  He is the acme of divine revelation to man (cf. the emphasis on 
"Son" in Hebrews 1:2, 5, 8; 3:6; 4:14; 5:8; 6:6; 7:28; 10:29). 
 
4.   Like a cascade of glory, the Son is presented to Jewish believers, questioners, and inquirers, 
as: a. Heir (v. 2),  b. Creator (v. 2),  c.  Revealer, effulgence and expression of God (v. 3),  d.  
Maintainer of the universe (v. 3) and  e.  Purifier (v. 3). 
 
IT IS TIME TO CONSIDER 
 
6. The Son as SEATED  v. 3 
 
     a.  The Statement of the Fact 
          Without controversy, the text of Scripture points to the following: 
 
          1)  The Son's position ( �� �� �� �� ��  ekathesen).  Employing an aorist active indicative verb, 
the Holy Spirit states the Son took His seat (four times in Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2).  
Having fulfilled His incarnation responsibilities, "He sat down."  The aorist shows it was 
historical; the active voice shows He did it; the indicative shows it as a stated fact.  Glory to 
God! 

          2)  The Son's association ( 	
��  	 �� ���� en dexia).  Locality is probably not the primary 
emphasis, but rather the dignity He deserved (cf. Jn 17:5).  Blessed be God! 
 
          3)  The Son's relation ( �� ��� ��� � �� � !�" � �  tes Megalosunes).  The definite article with 
the noun expresses the concept of God in His greatness (cf. "mega").  Surely this is a personal 
name of glory.  The term is only used of God (cf. 8:1) and speaks of one of His attributes (Jude 
25).  Praise His Name. 
 
          4)  The Son's exaltation ( #$�% &'�( ) *+, -�.  en hupselois).  What a marvelous word to explicate 
that which is itself unlimited by place.  The phrase belongs to the verb "He sat down."  It refers 
to infinity, the place where God dwells, the third heaven (cf. 2 Cor. 12:1).  Glory in the highest 
(cf. Lk 2:14). 
 
     b.  The Appointment of the Fact 
          The following are evident from Scripture in that He sat down: 
 
          1)  As Redeemer   Heb. 10:11, 12 
               While there are many texts which might be quoted, the one selected is clear.  Our Lord 
is contrasted with the Levitical priests.  Hence "but this one" ( /0 1�2 34�5 67 4 autos de ).  Our Lord is 

different.  The Priests "stand" (perfect tense, 89�:; <= 8 hesteke)  daily and they offer often 
sacrifices which are never able to take away sins.  On the contrary, Jesus offered one sacrifice 
for sins "forever" ( 8> ?�@ ; AB C> <D 8= 8E@  eis to dienekes).  Then He sat down.  (Note: the word 
"forever" is applicable to His seating as well as His sacrifice).  Hallelujah, what a Saviour. 
 
          2)  As Intercessor  Heb. 2:15 
               The risen, ascended Lord is alive at the Father's right hand.  Among His varied divine 
occupations, our Lord "ever li ves" ( FG H�IJ KJ L MN OI pantote zon) with a specific stated purpose 
here "to make intercession" ( LP Q�R J KS TU�V WXY Z[V T\ V  eis to entugchanein).  Christ's work of 
redemption was on earth specifically for the unsaved.  (Note:  His purifying work is for the saint 
on earth).  The intercession is Christ's work in heaven for the saved . They are "saved by His 
li fe" (Ro. 5:10).  It seems, therefore, that a major thought in Hebrews is that Christ ever li ves for 
the express purpose of guaranteeing the believer against sinning (cf. 4:15;  Jude 24). 
 
               In the book of Hebrews "Intercession" addresses the Priesthood of our Lord and refers 
specially, if not exclusively to the prevention of sin (cf. Lk 22:31-34).  Interestingly, the book of 
1 John addressed the Priesthood of our Lord and refers specially, if not exclusively to the cure of 
sin (cf. 1 Jn 2:1, 2). 
 
          3)  As Ruler 
               That the Lord took His seat in exaltation is surely indicative of His role as Messiah.  
Scripture forsaw this truth  in the O.T. (Ps. 110:1).  Moreover, that text is repeated at least five 
times in the N.T. (Mt. 22:44; Mk 12:36; Lk 20:42; Acts 2:34; Heb. 1:13). 
 
                The Mark passage aff irms that David's words (Ps. 110:1) are actually those of the 
Holy Spirit. Further, inasmuch as two divine Names are used, both the "LORD"   (            
 YHVH ) and "Lord"  (                  Adonai ), the verse is unquestionably a reference to the 
Messiah.  Hence the Lord Jesus is indicated.  True the verb in our text (Heb. 1:3) is an aorist 
active indicative, while the verb in Mark's Gospel is a present imperative.  The idea in Hebrews 
(1:3) is of a completed action realized.  It is the assumption of a place.  The present emphasizes 
the durative action i.e. "be sitting," a permanent place marking out the continuance of His 
Session.  The indefinite temporal clause "until I make Thine enemies thy footstool" states the 
parameters for the sitting. 
 
HEED THE WORD OF GOD 

 
What an amazing statement that the Lord Who is Heir, Creator, Revealer, Maintainer, and 
Purifier is also the Seated One!  That this is more than a plain word  of fact is evident.  Here are 
major doctrines explicated.  As the seated risen Lord, it is forever true that He is the Redeemer 
forever, the Intercessor forever, and the Ruler forever.  All hail the Son of God, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  The heavenly glory of Christ is evident.  He is the ground of our 
confidence, the measure of our expectation, and the character of that inward salvation He 
imparts.  Worship Him, dear friend, worship Him.  Amen. 
            
       


