
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Son Is Better Than Angels" (2) 

Hebrews 1:6 
 

Introduction 
1.  Oh, He is wonderful – our precious Lord Jesus Christ.  God has spoken in 
Him on the occasion ( �� �� � epi) of these last days.  He Himself (the Lord Jesus) 
is God's revelation or Word to men.  Make no mistake this is the claim of the 
Bible! 
 
2.  The revelation clearly and without controversy aff irms our Lord as Heir, 
Creator,  Revealer, Maintainer, Purifier, Ruler.  Further, He is forever better 
than the angels whom God used to give the O.T. Law (Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19; 
Heb. 2:2). 
 
3.  To sustain this claim about the Lord being better than angels, the Holy 
Spirit employs Paul to quote Scripture.  The Bible itself is its best interpreter.  
The appeal to the Scriptures here is an example of the source to which 
believers must turn for all that they believe.  This is precisely what the Lord 
did when tempted by Satan.  Mark His response to Satanic temptation was: "it 
is written" (Mt. 4:4, 7, 10).  The verb is a perfect passive indicative form and 
used three times by the Lord and once by Satan.  Each instance could be 
rendered: "it stands written."  That's what is in our text – "it stands written" as 
a support for writing that Jesus Christ is better than the angels. 
 
4.  It has been shown that the Lord is better than the angels in view of His 
position as Son to the Father.  He is that due to His  1)  Eternal Sonship,  2)   
Incarnation Sonship, and  3)  Resurrection Sonship. 
 
5.  Now Consider: 
 
     b.  Christ's Relation to Worship   v. 6 
 
          1)  Its Time   The word "again" (cf v. 5 � ��� 	
  palin) does not merely 
introduce another quotation in reference to our Lord' s Incarnation, rather, the 
term is used with an indefinite temporal clause in juxtaposition with the aorist 
subjunctive verb "bring in" ( ��  �� � � � ��  eisagage).  The second coming of 
Christ and the time of His return in visible glory is surely in view.  An 
eschatological idea is a major part of the passage.  This seems to be supported 
by the word "inhabited world" ( �� ��� �� �� �� ��  oikoumenen) which is frequently 
found in second coming passages (Rev. 3:10; 12:9; 16:14).  The time indicated 
here refers to Christ' s return to the earth after the Tribulation (Zech. 14:4ff not 
1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

          2)  Its Person   Our Lord is referred to as the "first begotten" 
( ��  !  " !  #  $  prototokon).  At least seven times He is so named (Mt. 1:25; Lk 
2:7; Ro. 8:29; Col. 1:15, 18; here; Rev. 1:5).  Quite obviously, the term does 
not diminish a single scrap of His essential deity.  On the contrary, it adds a 
blessed truth concerning His Person.  He is the One Who supercedes all others.  
He has priority to all creation inasmuch as He has created "all things" (Col. 
1:16) and "He is before all things" (Col. 1:17).  By no juggling of the text of 
Scripture can our Lord be shown to be a created being.  He is the very "image" 
( %& '�( )*�+  eikon) of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). Therefore God of very God. 
Position and not relative order is in view.  The thought expresses titular 
significance in that He is the preeminent One, the One before Whom all others 
must fall .  Glory Hallelujah! 
 
          3)  Its Call    The subject of the present tense verb "he says" (

, %-�. %&  legei) 
is the Father since it is He Who has spoken "in Son" (v. 1).  The quotation here 
is variously sourced.  Some view it as from where Moses records the victory of 
God over His enemies and the avenging of Israel (cf. LXX Deut. 32:43).  
Others see the thoughts calli ng to the world inhabitants, all the world, and isles 
of the sea to rejoice at the coming of the Lord (the Hashem) Who shall return, 
deliver the godly, and manifest His glory (Ps. 97:7).  This is the Advent 
predicted by Zechariah (14:1-4).  God will bring Messiah in again to be seen 
and manifested.  But more than that, as God the Father brings again His 
glorified Son,  He alone has the right to command  creatures to perform acts of 
worship and adoration.  It is then and there He will say to the angels: "worship 
Him" (aorist imperative, /0 12 ( 3+ 4 2 5-�6 ) 2 5+  prokuesatosan).  This is 
genuine worship and not some sort of courtesy or reverence.    Mark the 
presence of angels at the Second Advent (Mt. 16:27; 24:31; 2 Thess. 1:7).  
Therefore, angels are called to give intelli gent worship, the sort of which they 
never knew before (cf. 1 Pet. 1:11-12).  Moreover, angels having beheld God' s 
love in sending His only Son to the Cross, are called to enter with joy 
unimaginable to worship the Son (cf. Rev. 5:7-12 with Eph. 1:9, 10, 11-14; 
3:10, 11). 
 
Conclusion 
The world is always divided into the righteous, the upright in heart,  who love 
and worship God and the idolaters,  who serve graven images, and boast about 
their idols.  At the consummation, God will bring judgment and confusion to 
the idolaters and a harvest of light and joy to the godly (Ps. 97:11).  And think 
of it – He is not ashamed to call those who love and worship Him --" brethren"  
(Heb. 2:11).  Thank God that the call to the angels is equally applicable to us.  
Amen!   


