
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS
"The Son is Better Than Angels" (3) 

Hebrews 1:7 
 

1.  It is forever true that God has spoken.  In O.T. days He spoke in the 
prophets.  They actually articulated, but their words were those of the triune 
God (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 1 Pet. 1:21). 
 
2.  Advancing on the fact that God spoke in O.T. times, He spake at these last 
days (at the coming of the Messiah Jesus) in the Person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself.  It is no wonder He is the Word of God in the flesh !   
 
3.  The Son of God, Jesus Christ, is at once Heir, Creator, Revealer, 
Maintainer, Purifier, Ruler.  With these glories of our blessed Lord, it is 
recorded (1:4-14) that He is better than the angels whom God the Father used 
to give the Law (Acts 7:53; Gal.  3:19; Heb. 2:2). 
 
4.  The Lord is better than the angels by 1)  aff irmation (1:4) and  2)  by 
quotation (1:5-14).  Remarkably, seven passages describe the "Son" from His 
Incarnation to His Glory (Ps. 2:7; 2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 72:7; Is. 7:7; Deut. 32:43, 
LXX; Ps. 104:4; Ps. 45:6, 7; Ps. 102:25-27; Ps. 110:1).  The Scriptures aff irm  
1)  Christ's position as Son (v. 5). 2) Christ's relation to worship,  and now (v. 
7): 
 
     c.  Christ's Exaltation Over Angels (v. 7, 8) 
 
          Note:  The appeal of the Spirit through Paul is to Scripture!  There is a 
neat construction in the Greek in these verses ( �� ��� … 

��� � men …de  ) which 
has the effect of subordinating the first clause to the second: "and whereas the 
language of Scripture concerning angels is this . . . the language concerning the 
Son on the contrary is . . . ."  Let it never be forgotten:  what does the Word of 
God say?!!  In reference to angels: 
 
               1)  They are "made spirits" 
 
                    The present active participle ( 	
 � � ��  poion) immediately signals 
that angels are created beings in contrast with the Son Who is eternally equal 
with God forever (Col. 1:16, 17; Heb. 1:3).  Indeed the Psalm quoted here 
(104:4) is a hymn of praise to the God of creation.  The Greek term "spirit" 
( �� �� ��� �� � peneumata) can be rendered "wind" or "spirit."  This suggests 
angels have the inestimable privilege of serving the God of all creation as 
quickly at the wind blows.  By nature and essence, a similar ambiguity is noted 

in another text (Jn. 3:8).  So angels have a subordinate and temporal position.  
They operate at the request of their Creator, the Son! 
 
Note:  Excurses on the creation of angels consider: 
1. The agent of creation: the triune God (Ps. 148:2-5; Jn 1:1-3; Col. 1:16, 17 
cf. Ro. 8:38; Eph. 6:12). 
 
2.  The act of creation: angels were created as "angels" directly by God (cf. Job 
1:6; 2:1) just as Adam (Lk 3:38; Gen. 5:1).  They sang at the creation of the 
earth (Job 38:7 cf. vv 4-7).  Satan, an angel, appears in the "fall" scene (Gen. 
3). 
 
          2)  They are "His ministers, a flame of fire"  
 
                 From its original sense of a "people' s workman or a public servant," 
the word "ministers" (

��� �� �� �� �� �� leitourgous ) passes to mean "minister" 
generally.  The term occurs about 140 times in the O.T. for the sacred offices 
of the Priests and Levites (cf. Neh. 10:39; Isa. 61:6).  The attendant to a 
prophet or king is called his "minister" (Josh. 1:1; 1 Kgs 1:4; 10:5; 19:21; 2 
Kgs. 6:15).  It is used of angels in Ps. 103:21.  The N.T. employs it in a variety 
of circumstances relating to the service of man to God (Lk 1:23; Ro. 13:6; 
Phil. 2:17; Heb. 9:21), of man to man (2 Cor. 9:12; Phil 2:25, 30), and of 
Christ to God the Father (Heb. 8:2, 6).  Moreover, angels are described here as 
serving the God of all creation fervently as fire (v. 7). 
 
Note:  The activity of angels in the book of Revelation is entirely in sympathy 
with what is provided here:  1)  They work in heaven (5:2-11).  2)  They send 
judgment from heaven (8:6-11).  3)  They have power over fire (14:18), over 
water (16:5), over the sun (16:8; 19:17).  There is no way by which angels 
might be conceived as superior to our wonderful Lord.  They are mutable; He 
is immutable.  They are in service;  He is the Master.  Glory to the Son forever 
and ever! 

Conclusion   So what is the message?  Just this. Our Lord is Heir of all things, 
Creator of all things, Revealer of the triune God, Maintainer of all creation, 
Purifier of believers, Ruler for the Messianic Age to come, and Master over 
angels.  Therefore, He alone is to be worshipped.  That is what the passage 
says to do (v. 6).  The blind man said he believed on the Son of God (Jn. 9:35-
38a).  And when he believed, he worshipped the Lord Jesus (Jn.  9:38b).  I call 
upon you to do the same for He alone is worthy. A true believer will be a true 
worshipper.   Amen. 


