
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Son Is Better Than Angels" (4) 

Hebrews 1:8, 9 
 

Introduction 
1.  The N.T. is a testimony that God has spoken in His Son.  We believe the Sonship of the Lord 
Jesus is at once  1)  Eternal,  2)  Incarnational,  3)  Resurrectional.  As such, He is to be 
worshipped (1:6). 
 
2.  The Sonship of the Lord Jesus assures us that He is Heir, Creator, Revealer (of God!), 
Maintainer (of universe), Purifier (Redeemer of mankind), Ruler (at His Second Advent) and 
Master (over angels). 
 
3.  Obviously, it is concluded that Scripture aff irms:  1)  Christ's position as Son (1:5).  2)  
Christ's relation to worship (1:6).  3)  Christ's exaltation over angels (1:7).  Now consider 
Christ's expression of sovereignty (1:8, 9).  Here is another quotation from the Psalms (45:6, 7).  
This wonderful Psalm is a summary of the rapturous welcome to be given the Messiah at His 
Second Coming in Glory.  This prophetic word is absolutely breathtaking as the expression of 
the saved remnant of Israel.  Look at some of the details selected by the Holy Spirit from the 
Psalm and quoted in Hebrews.  They state 
 
1.  The EXCELLENCE of His Person 
     a.  His Deity 
          Do not mistake the text.  The Lord is referred to as "God."  The phrase "O God" ( �� �� ����  
ho Theos) cannot be understood in any other way.  To manipulate the text to read "Thy Throne 
is God" is totally unwarranted.  Only the vocative and not a construct construction is acceptable 
– just like the KJV translation.  During our Lord' s earthly ministry, He was challenged 
concerning His claim to deity.  He showed from the Psalms that the title "gods" (same Hebrew 
word as here                                      ) was used for rulers, kings, or judges.  Hence, He also 
could be called the "Son of God" in the unique sense of that title (see Jn 10:31-36).  His claim to 
essential unity in substance with the Father provoked the Jews to seek His death (Jn 5:18).  The 
clear unabashed statement to our Lord' s deity must not be diluted.  It matters not the purport of 
David' s writings inasmuch as the interpretation of the Spirit is definitively given in Hebrews. 
 
     b.  His Humanity 
          The word "fellows" ( �� 	
 ��� 
 �  metochous) appears to be a reference to our Lord' s 
humanity.  Combined with His stated deity, the hypostatic union (God-Man concept) becomes 
evident.  Some refer the term to angels, but this is questionable.  Others see it in contrast with 
other kings and potentates of the earth.  Prophetically, it is best to view the term as pointing out 
the Lord' s unique position above all others at the time of His Second Advent to establish the 
kingdom for Israel.  His voluntary submission in Incarnation is seen in the phrase "Thy God" 
(

�� ���� � ��  Theos sou).  This voluntary humiliation never altered His eternal deity nor 
diminished His perfect humanity.  The purpose of redemption was possible through the God-
Man (cf. Job 9:33). 
 
2.  The  ETERNITY of His Throne 
     There are various ways to convey the conception of masses of time or eternity.  The one 
rendered "forever and ever" concerning the Son' s throne expresses eternity past and future (��

���

�� ��� � !�" #� � �� $ # �!  " #� � % eis ton aiona tou aionos)..  Eternity past staggers the human mind as 
does the truth of an endless future.  Face it, an eternal throne is inextricably saying Christ is God 
and therefore possessing an eternal character.  The context of the Psalm quoted here suggests the 
establishment of a throne at the mill ennial kingdom.  It rises from an eternally sovereign God 
and the throne will be forever and ever.  The connection with the Davidic Covenant is patent (cr. 

2 Sam. 7:12, 13).  What belongs eternally to Messiah Jesus has never been abrogated.  Surely 
one must never gasp the response – "well God is still on the throne!" – of course He is and 
always will be. 
 
3.  The EQUITY of His Rule 
     a.  Positively 
          The word for "righteousness" ( &' () ' *�+ ,+ -.  euthutetos) is a hapax legommenon for the 
N.T.  It signifies "rectitude, uprightness."  Linked as it is with the word "scepter" ( /0�1 23 45 6 
rabdos), a term denoting royal, imperial power or authority, sovereignty, the obvious meaning is 
that the rule or kingdom of the Messiah is one of royal authority characterized by uprightness.  
Furthermore, the text states Messiah has loved ( 78�9 :;�< 7= :>  egapesas) "righteousness" 
(

?@ AB @ CD EF G F  dikaiosunen).  This term is widely used in Pauline writings and notes a 
righteousness conforming to a standard and is the sort and quality which is consistent with the 
character of God Himself.  Think of it, this is what the Lord "loves."  It is a summary of His 
persuasion.  Prophetically there are numerous O.T. passages which affirm righteousness as 
descriptive of the Messianic Kingdom or the Millennium (cf. Ps 72; Isa. 4, 11, 35; Micah 2)..  
With the post modern views so rampant, how our hearts yearn for the Messiah to reign. 
 
     b.  Negatively 
          Just as Messiah loves righteousness, so He hates "iniquity."  The aorist tense "hatred" of 
the verb is used as with "loved."  The word "iniquity" is actually "lawlessness" (B

H F IJ @ K B F  
anomian) and is frequently used in the N.T. (Ro. 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:14; Titus 2:14; 1 Jn 3:4).  It' s 
root is used of the Antichrist for he is "the Lawless One" (2 Thess. 2:8).  God grant us hatred of 
lawlessness and love for righteousness. 
 
4.  The ENERGY of His Glory 
     On account of (

L@ B M N I E O N I dia touto) whom the Lord is (God, Man) His everlasting throne, 
His love for righteousness and His hatred for lawlessness, the Father has anointed ( PQ�R ST U P 
echrise) Messiah with the "oil of gladness."  This points to the pouring out of glory upon the Son 
(Messiah) at the time He enters into His Kingdom (Millennium).  It corresponds with our Lord' s 
coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Rev. 19:11-16).  This is not a consecration service 
into an office, rather a commendation of honor bestowed.  The anointing is associated with the 
Marriage Supper and the Messiah' s enjoyment of it with the Church and Israel at His second 
coming to the earth (Mt. 22:1-14; Lk 14:16-24; Mt. 25:1-13).  Truly this partakes of "the joy that 
was set before Him (Heb. 12:2).  What a day of gladness it will be for Him (Ps 110). 
 
Conclusion  What an amazing account, based on Psalm 45, of our blessed Lord' s upcoming and 
resolute sovereign reign.  He fully has a right to it all and the Father will evidently conferm His 
Son above all others.  Oh, let us crown Him Lord of all.  Amen.   
 


