
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Christ and His Brethren" 

Hebrews 2:11-13 
Review 
1.  Angels were not created to have administrative control of "the world to come."  
Eschatologically, this is a reference to the millennial kingdom.  Frequently this is 
called the kingdom from the heavens.  It speaks of the Messianic Age when Christ will 
rule for 1000 years. 
 
2.  The Psalmist (Ps 8) indicated that God was mindful of man and visited him (v. 6).  
Man was given specific prerogatives (vv. 7, 8), but the Fall (Gen. 3) derailed this.  But 
God intervened through the Lord Jesus  Who became Incarnate and tasted death for 
every man (v. 9).  In turn, that perfect work of Christ through sufferings brought many 
sons into glory (v. 10). 
 
3.  So where are we in the argument of the Book of Hebrews ? Look carefully, there is 
a "for" (v. 10) to move from verse nine onward.  Now another "for" opens the 
following verse (v. 11).  The point is clear that those brought unto glory with the Lord 
are in a marvelous spiritual brotherhood.  Granted this is holy ground, yet the Spirit of 
God would have us contemplate it.  Moreover, quotations from the O.T. provide 
Scriptural support for the incredible relationship between the Lord Jesus and the child 
of God.  
 
4.  Consider, then, what is said and how it is supported.  Surely, Jesus is the true 
Messiah and it is right to believe on Him! 
 
1.  WHAT IS SAID (Pointed Declarations)   v. 11 
     a.  Mutual Sanctification 
          The present active participle ( ���� � ��� ��  hagiazon) is employed in relation to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  It is a reference to His continual activity in keeping Himself 
separate unto death for the sake of His own (Jn 17:19; 19:19).  The present passive 
participle ( 	
�� � � ��� ��  � hagiozomenoi) is used in reference to the saints to show that 
the believer is involved in a continual process of being set apart for God.  Actually, 
this idea of sanctify comes from a root meaning "to belong to God ( ���� �� � hogios)."  It 
is opposed to another term meaning "to belong to anyone ( �� �� � ���  koinos)."  The N. T. 
agrees with the O.T. in those set apart for God's use are also persons concerned with 
purity of character.  Here is a doctrine not often studied and too often neglected in 
practice.  It is Scriptural, however, and includes both an act of God for believers and a 
process wrought in the believer by the power of the indwelli ng Holy Spirit. 
 
          Note:  It is our persuasion that the Bible teaches three basic aspects of 
sanctification.  These are: 
          1) Positional  This refers to the eternal position into which a believing sinner is 
placed in Christ.  He is set apart unto God in the same measure as Christ is.  Here it 
may be faithfully stated that a believer has partaken of all that Christ is before the 
Father (2 Cor. 5:17; Heb. 10:10, 14). 
          2)  Progressive   By this is meant the activity of the Holy Spirit in a believer's 
li fe whereby he grows in grace and is changed by the unhindered power of the Spirit.  

Without eradicating the old nature, God moves to control the believer as he yields to 
Him (Eph. 4:24; 2 Cor. 3:18). 
          3)  Permanent  There will come a day when there will be total and complete 
setting apart unto God.  It is at the point where eternity begins.  Then positional and 
progressive aspects of the doctrine will amalgamate.  The believer will be like Christ 
in that measure which the Father has purposed (Ro. 8:29, 30; Eph. 5:25-27; 1 Jn 3:1-
3). 
          These three aspects of sanctification parallel the three phases of salvation which 
are summarized in one blessed verse (Phil . 1:6): 
          1)  Past salvation  This is in the phrase:  "He that hath begun a good work in 
you."  The thought here is the same as positional sanctification.  It also notes 
deliverance from the penalty of sin. 
          2)  Present salvation  "Will perform it" is the ground for this truth.  Progressive 
sanctification is involved here.  God works in the heart to deliver from the power of 
sin. 
          3) Future salvation  This is conveyed by the words "until the day of 
redemption."  The truth of deliverance from the very presence of sin is anticipated.  
Permanent sanctification is understood. 
 
     b.  Mutual Identification 
          The "oneness" between our Lord and the believer is obviously not one of total 
absoluteness.  The idea of a common Source, however, is surely indicated by the use 
of the ablative of source with the preposition ( � !  ex).  The Father is the single common 
Denominator for both the Lord and the believer, albeit in different senses.  The Lord 
Jesus Christ and the saints are "all out of one Source."  There is also the thought of 
quality of being or nature which staggers the mind for comprehension (2 Pet. 1:4). 
 
     c)  Mutual Appellation 
          Eternal generation links the Father and Son.  Regeneration by the Holy Spirit 
links the Father with the believer.  Both are called "sons."  On this account, the Son is 
not ashamed ( "#�$ %& '( )*�+ ", %&  epaischunetai) to call the regenerated ones "brethren."  
Gratefully, the Greek word for brother indicates "from the same womb" ( -./ 0 132 45 6�7  
adelphos).  What a glorious condescension!  There is no ground whatsoever however 
for the believer to refer to the Saviour as "Elder Brother."  That sort of intimacy 
smacks of dreadful irreverence.  It reduces Him to humanity.  There is no hint in the 
N.T. that the apostles ever employed such phrases.  It is enough and more that He 
should make the reference toward us as "brethren."  True grateful born again ones will 
glory in this truth and be satisfied. Faith will stand with unshod feet and bowed heart 
in the presence of such perfect grace and love!  While He speaks of us as "brethren," 
we call Him "Lord" because He is this by right and title.  Oh, come let us worship 
Him! 
 
2.  HOW IT IS SUPPORTED (Purposed Quotations) vv. 12, 13 
     Quotations from the O.T. show the validity of what is said (v. 11).  The marvelous 
relationship between the Lord and His "brethren" is evidently supported. 
 
     a.  Relationship – Past 



          The quotation here is out of the experience of David (Ps 22), however the full 
and final interpretation of it is in the Messiah.  Otherwise it is impossible to understand 
the depth of the humili ation and the height of exaltation expressed.  The opening 
verses of the Psalm speak of Messiah' s death (vv. 1-21) and the concluding ones of 
Messiah' s resurrection (vv. 22-31).  The verse quoted in Hebrews is taken from the 
first verse concerning Messiah' s resurrection (v. 22).  It states that the now glorified 
Messiah will declare God' s Name unto His brethren.  What astonishing words (cf. Mt. 
28:9, 10; Jn 20:17).  But the second part of the verse states that in the midst of the 
Assembly, Messiah will l ead in worship.  This bespeaks Messiah' s eternal Priesthood 
as He leads believers in eternal praise (cf. Eph. 2:7).  What a relationship with Him!  
We are His brethren! 
 
      b.  Relationship – Present 
          It is best to take both sections of the second quotation (v. 13) from the same 
portion of Isaiah (8:16, 17).  The first quotation was used in connection with the 
prophet' s trust in God alone for victory in the Syro-Israeliti sh war under Ahaz the king.  
Here it is of the Messiah as He subjects Himself to human patterns and is ever the 
perfect Man of faith.  What a word for One Who is Himself God.  But it shows the 
manner in which saints should respond in the midst of judgments!  We are His 
brethren! 
 
     c.  Relationship – Future 
          The second Isaiah text speaks of the prophet and his children.  All were 
appointed by God to be signs and wonders relating to the will of God.  The one child, 
Shear-jashub, has the name meaning "a remnant shall return."  The other was named 
Mahershalal-hash-baz which means "hasting to the spoil , hurrying to the prey."  
Assyria would indeed spoil Damascus and Samaria, but God would be with Judah!  
There would be a future for the nation.  The connection between the prophet and his 
children was similar to what existed between Christ and His own.  We are His 
brethren!  Hallelujah! 
 
Conclusion  The common lot we have with Christ is precious indeed.  He is not 
ashamed of this.  He calls us brethren (cf. "sons" in v. 10; "children" in v. 13). Surely 
there should be no question that Jesus is the Messiah.   He is worthy to be believed and 
trusted.  He is not ashamed to call us brethren; we must not be ashamed to call Him 
"Lord."   If you are not His through faith , come to Him as your Saviour from sin and 
be one of His "brethren" today.  Accept this "so great salvation" now.  Amen. 


