
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"On Being the Seed of Abraham" 

Hebrews 2:16-18 
 

Introduction 
1.  It was amazing grace that led our Lord to "taste death for every man."  He became the File-
leader of salvation (KJV: Captain   v. 10). 
2.  Because our Lord and believers are sourced in one Father (v. 11), the Lord is not ashamed to 
call believers His brethren (vv. 1-13). 
3.  Amazingly, His incarnation (v. 14) made it possible for our Lord to 
a)  die vicariously (v. 14),  b)  destroy the Devil (v. 14), and c)  deliver believers from the fear of 
death (v. 15).  This indeed is good news.  So, having believed – take heart!  If you are about to 
believe – take faith!  If you are ready to reject so great salvation – take heed! 
4.  So where does this bring us?  Right smack up to a review of:  a)  What He did (v. 16).  b) 
Way He did it  (v. 17).  c)  Why He did it (v. 18).  Let's examine these concepts and demonstrate 
that the Lord is worthy of our complete surrender. 
 
1.  The HUMILIATION of Christ (The WHAT He did)   v. 16 
 
     a.  Negatively 
          Our wonderful Lord was not humili ated for the sake of angels.  This is emphatically stated 
by the particle "verily" (

� ���� ��  depou).  This word is only used here in the N.T. (hapax 
legommenon) and notes what the Lord did not do when He became incarnate. 
 
     b.  Positively 
          Whereas good angels do not need help, fallen ones are permanent and stationary in their 
fallen state.  Fallen angels cannot be redeemed – only human beings.  This is clear from the verb 
"took" which is a compound verb meaning to "take possession of ( �� 	
 � � � ���� �� �


epilambanatai ).  Since there is no word for "nature" in the original text, the obvious thought is 
that He came to "take hold" or "lay hold of" human beings so that He might save them!  That's 
the rationale for the phrase "seed of Abraham" (cf. Gal. 3:9).  Our Lord condescended to the 
realm of men (v. 14) because His intent was to "lay hold" of men and not angels!  That is grace 
unbounded.  Hallelujah! 
 
2.  The RECONCILIATION of Christ (The WAY He did it) v. 17 
     This includes: 
 
     a.  His Identifying 
          "Wherefore" ( ��� ��  hothen) is a relative adverb indicating cause (cf. 3:1; 7:25; 8:3; 9:18; 
11:19).  In view of the previous verse, our Lord was bound (behooved Him, ���� �� � � ofeile) with 
a requirement to have a certain personal character.  This was to be "made like" ( ��� �! " #$ %�& '!  
omoiothenai) his brethren (cf. v. 11).  Rising out of His consideration of men, it was, an 
obligation to be like them "in" (according to, () * ) +

kata ) all things, yet apart from sin (4:15).  
As He "became like us," we will "become like Him" (same root ,-�. ,/ ,/ homoioi  , 1 John 3:2).  
Eternity alone will reveal what really is involved in this amazing act of  becoming like brethren. 
 
     b.  His Intending 
          1)  To become a High Priest 
                Having assimilated all that is affirmed by the preceding phrase, the Lord "became" 
some One.  The verb used ( 01 2�3 45 67  genetai) connotes a change by virtue of a process.  It is a 
clear purpose clause.  His humiliation and identification with humanity gave our Lord a specific 
qualification – High Priest!  His High Priest position is extrapolated by two precious words:  1)  
"Merciful" High Priest.  The adjective used must be distinguished from ordinary pity.  It 

(1
89 42�: ;3  eleemon) adds the idea of need and the thought of kindness to the undeserving along 

with the matter of compassion.  The O.T. Priests were noted for their lack of this quality (cf. 
Hosea 4:4-9), but how gloriously He fulfilled it (cf. 5:1-10).  2)  "Faithful" High Priest.  This 
word ( <= >? @A�B  pistos) conveys total fidelity.  The Lord's unerring faithfulness is boldly aff irmed 
in the Bible.  The basis for that is His assured deity. 
 
Note:  The demonstration of His priestly work in mercy and fidelity is in the things "pertaining 
to God" ( CD EF�G H EF�I JK ELI  pros ton theon).  This incredible phrase concerns all of man's relation 
to the Holy God.  Here our functions of worship.  This technical phrase refers to His priestly 
work and our relationship to God.  All  the elements of divine li fe are here. 
 
          2)  To Reconcile for sins 
                Here is the nub of what has just been written – the care of the sin problem.  This is 
what a Priest is all about.  Christ functions in this fashion.  All problems fade before this one.  
The verb is an articular purpose clause (K MNG  H EL MF OP QL�R SK R J Q M hilaskesthai). The translation 
"reconcili ation" is unfortunate.  It really relates to God's holiness which has to be satisfied in 
order for His grace to be shown.  Hence, "sanctisfacation" or "propitiate" would be more 
accurate (cf. same root in Ro. 3:25; Lk. 18:13).  Think of it – He was made like His brethren in 
order that the sins of the people might experience a satisfied Holy God!  Here is sweet and 
blessed news for our ears – the total complete finished work of Christ.  Since God is satisfied 
with what Christ has done, every human should also be.  The present tense of the verb shows 
God is continually satisfied.  What a fresh running stream! 
 
3.  The TEMPTATION of Christ (The WHY He did it)  v. 18 
     Let it be reaff irmed a zilli on times that Jesus Christ is perfect God (deity) and perfect Man 
(humanity).  He alone is impeccable!  But consider: 
 
     a.  He Experienced Temptation 
          No doubt about it – He Himself suffered temptation.  "Suffer" is a perfect tense 
( CK L C EI JK I  peponthen), hence it is part of His extended experience.  His suffering is associated 
with temptations.  The verb "to tempt" is from a root meaning to "test" i.e. do evil or good 
( TU VW XYZ [ peirazo).  Clearly our Lord suffered testing, but it was impossible for Him to sin since 
He is impeccable (Latin::"non posse pecarre").  Times of His temptation demonstrates He is 
sinless (cf. Mt. 4:1-11; 16:21, 22; 26:36-46).  If Christ could have sinned, He would cease to be 
God and be peccable.  Remember, the hypostatic union of our Lord' s divine and human nature 
was indissoluble.  A disunion of the two natures could never occur. 
 
     b.  He Relieved Temptation 
          In view of His experience with temptation, He is now able to "succor" those tempted.  The 
passive verb (

\] ^ _ ^ `�a X V boethesai) suggests "running to the cry of one who is in danger and 
providing aid."  There is really nothing like this anywhere but in the Person of the Lord Jesus.  
He enters every facet of our problems.  The lives of believers are ravaged with temptation (so 
present tense of verb "are tempted" TU VW XZ ] bU Y�c ] Vd peirazomenois).  In one sense, temptation is 
the description of our lives.  So every day is an exploration into the power of  God to provide a 
glorious victory.  Hallelujah –what a salvation! 
 
Conclusion   According to this chapter, men who reject the Gospel of God' s grace in Christ will 
find no other Gospel (vv. 1-4).  Since men are troubled on every side, the only solution is the 
victory found in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He became like us so we can become like Him.  If you 
are not a believer and do not have salvation from sin – believe now.  If you are a believer, 
remember you have a merciful and faithful High Priest who will meet your call for help.  
Whatever your spiritual situation – Jesus Christ is able to help.  Amen. 


