
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"So Great Salvation" 

Hebrews 2:1-4 (2) 
 

Repeat Information 
1.  Reconsider that Hebrews was written to help a.  Jewish believers who were 
suffering.  Did they believe in vain?  b.  Jewish professors who need more evidence 
that Jesus was the true Messiah.  c.  Jewish prospective believers who required more 
evidence to accept the claims of Jesus and the fulfillment of O.T. in the N.T. 
 
2.  Admitting the above, it is no wonder that Jesus is presented as the absolutely 
superior One as Heir, Revealer (of the Father), Maintainer (of creation), Purifier 
(Redeemer of all men), Ruler (at His second Advent), Master (over angelic beings), 
Premier (in His royal Kingdom), Creator (in perpetuity) and Administrator (over His 
enemies).  Reread Hebrews 1:1-14. 
 
3.  Introducing the initial exhortation of the book (13:22), it is evident that the appeal 
is:  a.  Logical.  b.  Vital.  c.  Practical.  Moreover, it is based on the evidence (chapter 
1) and includes a strong warning (vv. 1, 2).  There is "just" judgment for "every" 
transgression and disobedience from an O.T. perspective.  Surely this is reason enough 
to pay attention to the truth heard (v. 1).  
 
     b.  Recorded in the New Testament 
          Since it was expected that "earnest heed" be given to the things that were heard 
through the agency of angels (O.T.), there is even more reason to give heed with N.T. 
information.  Together, both O.T. and N.T. form powerful reasons to listen and 
believe.  The incentives to believe are clearly marked: 
 
          1)  By Interrogation 
               "How" raises a rhetorical question (making an assertion, but does not elicit a 
reply).  The answer is there is no escape!  Obviously, the question is raised because of 
the revelation of the previous verse (v. 2). 

�� �� ����  mediated O.T. matters were 
steadfast.  Every (singular) transgression and every disobedience was meted out with a 
just or righteous judgment.  Since that is what happened before, how is it possible that 
things would be different now?! 
               The personal pronoun "we" ( �	�
 � ���  hemeis) is emphatic.  It is a direct 
reference to the recipients of the Book of Hebrews.  What a dramatic reference to first 
century readers (Do not forget, however, that all Scripture is for all in every age.  
There is only one revelation (Bible) applicable for all time and all peoples.). 
               The verb "escape" means to "flee out from."  As stated, there is no escape.  
The sin?  To neglect the proffered salvation.  Mind you, the verb neglect 
( ���� � ��� ��� �� � ��  amelesantes) is an aorist participle meaning "not to care for, to 
disregard."  The danger is that of slighting more than refusing.  What a warning for 
such a danger.  After doing this, there is no escape. 
               And what is the issue? – "so great salvation."  What a marvelous phrase.  The 
"so" is a correlative pronoun of age, but here used of size (cf. 2 Cor. 1:10; James 3:4).  
Further the term "salvation" is not teaching about it, but salvation itself.  In its broadest 

sense, it refers to all God does for a sinner to take him from his lost estate all the way 
to Glory.  To not give a care for that is to say – no escape. 
 
          2)  By Proclamation   v. 3 
               The quantative pronoun "which" ( � ���� � hetis) affirms "salvation which is of 
such a character."  What character?  The kind that was spoken by our Lord.  Therefore, 
the trustworthiness and validity of the salvation is adduced first of all by the fact that 
the Lord proclaimed it at the first.  He was the true origin of the salvation.  As Lord, 
He is the Sovereign Majesty and this salvation "received (

 �! "�# $ %�& !  labousa) a 
beginning to be spoken" by the Lord.  Hallelujah! 
 
          3)  By Confirmation  v. 3 
               The reference here is to the second fact for the trustworthiness and validity of 
so great salvation.  It relates to official witnesses,  the apostles who confirmed the truth 
about "so great salvation" unto "us" (author Paul and Hebrew addressees).  Note also 
that it is not the teaching only, but the salvation which is shown to be real in the 
experience of those who received it. 
 
          4)  By Certification   v. 4 
               Here is the third proof of the validity and trustworthiness of the "so great 
salvation."  It has reference to the succession of forms by which the salvation was 
manifested among those addressed.  There are four which "bore witness" (a double 
compound verb used with "God" as the subject): 
               a)  Signs  (& '( )* + # *,  semiois).  This is the common word noting a mark or 
token miraculous in nature.  It is found several times in the Gospel of John (cf. 2:11). 
 
               b)  Wonders  ( -. /�0 12 3 terasi).  This term points to the marvelousness of God's 
actions.  The thought here is something so strange that it must be watched because it is 
miraculous in nature.  This form is to be considered singly, just like the word "signs." 
 
               c)  Miracles ( 45 67 689 : 6;  

<�= >? @�A BC D poikilasi dunamesi).  The adjective 
suggests variegated, many-colored meaning various or manifold in their characteristic 
results.  The term for "miracles" affirms the inherent power of God and not the 
manifestation of that power. 
 
               d)  Gifts (A BE DC A F DG�H  merismois).  The word means distributions or 
impartations of the Holy Spirit (cf. Ro 12, 1 Cor. 12).  The phrase "according to His 
will" imposes the contention that the charismata of the Holy Spirit were not fruits of 
excitement or some casual phenomena, but the result of divine intervention to bear 
witness to the truth of the Gospel.  God was "bearing witness" with the apostles (cf. 2 
Cor. 11:12). Note the term "will (

I�J KL MN OP  thelesis) describes the active exercise of 
will, not the mere expression of His will (

IJ KL J QR  thelema). 
 
Conclusion   Under the O.T. economy there was just compensation for transgression 
and disobedience (vv. 1, 2).  The N.T. economy gives a strong bold warning not to 
allow the truth of  "so great salvation" to flow aside.  The message is too great, too 
glorious, too much validated.  My friend, brother, sister – how and where do you stand 
in relation to the Lord and His great salvation?  Heed the warning of the Bible! 


