
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"What is Man" 
Hebrews 2:5-8 

 
Introduction1.  The evident need always is to see our blessed Lord and Saviour in all the 
splendor given to Him.  No one ever stands as a peer to Him. 
 
2.  The first chapter clearly demonstrates the superiority of our Lord over angels.  An absolutely 
incredible exhortation is given, based on the O.T. (vv. 1, 2) and the N.T. (vv. 3, 4) to give heed 
(put one's mind to) to the "so great salvation" God has provided.  It is time to pay attention 
without which there is no escape.  God help us all to be warned! 
 
3.  Man generically has been given certain sovereignty over created things.  Ultimately it will be 
fulfill ed in the Man, Christ Jesus.  Blessed be His Name forever. To explicate this, the place of 
angels and man in God's program are given. 
 
1.  ANGELIC SUBORDINATION   v. 5 
     Taking up the true position of angels as servants (1:14) and not as sovereign creatures, the 
initial "for" ( � ����  gar) continues the argument commenced in the first chapter.  What about the 
angels.  Look at:- 
 
     a.  Their Action 
          It is true that angels have a wonderful ministry (cf. Ps. 103:20).  They ministered to our 
Lord (Mt. 4:11; 28:2, 5), and were present at His ascension (Acts 1:10, 11).  At the witness of 
the Apostles, angels are mentioned (cf. Acts 5:19; 12:7-10), but with all of this, the bald direct 
statement is made angels are not given administrative authority over the world.  It is true that 
Satan has peculiar powers today (2 Cor. 4:3, 4; Eph. 2:2), but this does not militate against the 
affirmation here. 
          The verb "put in subjection" ( ���� 	
�� �  	 hupotaxe) is a military term employed when 
arranging soldiers to surround a General.  It has reference to an economy, a system of 
administration.  The pronoun "He" is an obvious reference to God.  He is the universal 
nominative of providences and of the Scriptures.  Angels simply have not received from God 
such an orderly arrangement.  That is not their lot! 
     b.  Their Relation 
          Inasmuch as angels have not been given an administrative position.  If they had it, over 
what would it have been?  The answer is "the world to come" ( �� ��� �� �� ��� �� � �� � �� �� � � � �� �  
oikoumenen ten mellousan).  "World" means the "inhabited world."  This points indisputably to 
the mil lennial kingdom of Christ here on earth.  So, while Satan is the Prince of this Age (John 
16:11) and has certain powers (Job 1:6 – 2:8), the mill ennial kingdom will be entirely out of his 
province (or any other angelic creation). 
          At one time Satan exercised peculiar areas, but his rebelli on and that of his associates led 
them all to a lost estate (cf. Isa. 14; Ezek. 28).  Satan will be cast down from his present position 
(Rev. 12).  Let it be repeated, the upcoming mill ennial return of the Messiah shows the utter 
subordination of angels to Him. 
 
Note:  These matters about the mill ennium are a part of Paul' s inspired message.  That is what is 
meant by the phrase "whereof we speak" ( �� � ! " #"%$ &' &( ) *�+ � , peri hes laloumen).  Pauline 
theology, therefore, is dispensational as opposed to covenant.  The present tense verb used here 
suggests Paul often spoke of the subject.  Tragically, eschatological truths are too often soft-
pedaled because of differences.  But the same is true of other basic doctrinal issues—lots of 
differences.  
 
 

2.  ADAMIC CONSIDERATION   vv. 6-8 
     To further the exalted place of our Lord,  truth is presented concerning the place of man.  
This prepares the way for the importance of the incarnation of our Lord – God' s ideal Man. 
     a.  Concerning Revelation   v. 6 
          The quotation is from Psalm 8 and the vague phrase "one in a certain place" simply means 
that the emphasis is on what is revealed and assumes the readers know who the writer is.  The 
verb "testified" (

-. /0 12 34 5 2 1 36  diemarturato) is an intensified compound verb meaning to give 
solemn and earnest testimony.  Used 15 times in the N.T., the idea of a vigorous testimony is 
patent (cf. Acts 2:40).  The testimony of Scripture comes in the form of two rhetorical questions: 
          1)  "What is man – thou art mindful."  The use of the neuter pronoun "what" ( 3. 5 ti ) for 
both questions is most meaningful.  The idea is that it is amazing God even thinks (remembers) 
of man!  Idea: "How insignificant man is." 
          2)  "(What) is the son of man – Thou visitest."  "Visit" ( /7�8 . 9: /58 3;  episkepte) is used of 
the visits of a physician (cf. Mt. 25:36; James 1:27).  This verb is also the root for the noun 
"overseer" or "bishop," an off icer of the local church.  God "visits" in order to help, benefit, or 
look after the "son of man"  -- not the "Son of God," but man in sense of humanity.  Admittedly, 
all of this is given to show that ultimately it is Christ as the God-Man who finally fulfill s God' s 
purpose for the sovereignty of "man" over creation. 
     b.  Concerning Creation   vv. 7 – 8 
          1)  Man' s Endowment in Nature    
               With regard to man' s creation, he is "made" (<

=> > ?@�A BC ?D  ellatosas) a little lower than 
the angels.  God' s creative fiat is expressed in these few simple words.  It is absolute immediate 
creationism by God Himself.  God' s sovereignty is heightened.  A "little lower" is surely true of 
degree, but the temporal idea is more appropriate for the context.  God has ordered it that some 
day man' s position will be seen as greater than any angel in God' s eternal program. 
          2)  Man' s Endowment in Glory 
               God "crowns" ( EF GH EI JK�L M G JN  estephanosas) man with "glory" and "honor."  This 
points to man' s essential dignity and outward splendor.  This should affect ones social concerns 
and thoughts of eternity.  What a glorious disclosure of God' s view of anthropology. 
          3)  Man' s Endowment in Dominion 
               The last phrase "and didst set him over the works of thy hand" (v. 7) is thought by 
some to be dispensable.  However it is in the original Hebrew and should not be so summararily 
rejected. Man' s sovereignty is universal, all inclusive, has no room for exceptions.  The text is 
clear, God has subjected (cf. same verb in v. 5) all things ( O JK�L H J panta) under man' s feet.  
Nothing is excluded the text affirms.  Regretfully, due to man' s fall (Gen. 3), the truth is stated:  
But now we see "not yet" all things "put under" ( PQ OR H E H JS T EK�L J hupotetagmena).  The verb is a 
perfect passive admitting the "not yet" of the fact, but certainly  suggesting it will come to pass. 
Doubt is not a consideration. When Messiah returns, things will change.  The hope of man 
hinges on the Lord' s millennial rule. 
 
Conclusion  There is a promised millennial kingdom.  It is the promised Messianic Kingdom of 
the Old Testament.  Angels will not rule then, but the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. 1:6-9). Through the 
Fall (Gen. 3), the dominion given to man was lost.  But God (!) will yet accomplish His high 
concern for humanity through the God-Man, even Messiah Jesus.  Hallelujah and Amen for ever 
and ever.  Face the critical question:  What relationship do you hold to Jesus today whom God 
has appointed Heir of all things (1:2)?  Get right with Him.  There is no escape apart from Him 
(2:3).  Receive Him as your Saviour and Lord right now to become a child of God (Jn 1:12).   
 


