
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
“We See Jesus”  

Hebrews 2:9 
 
Introduction 
1.  Here is the essence of the real Christmas.  It focuses on the Person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The fact that God became Man is the nub of the matter (John 1:14). 
 
2.  God’s plan of redemption involves the birth of Christ (Bethlehem) and the death of 
Christ (Calvary).  The juxtaposition of these two events is absolute.  The one is of no avail 
without the other. 
 
3.  Hebrews shows the Lord’s supremacy over angels (1:4-14).  The response to that fact is 
ordered (2:1-4).  After that brief interlude, the relationship between men and angels is 
addressed (2:5-8).  Humanity is designed to have “all things put under Him” (2:8), but this 
is not now “seen” (                                               ). 
 
4.  However, there is some One else to “see” (                                                             ) as 
indicated in our text.  This verb “see” implies direction, intention, deliberation, and 
perception (cf. 3:19; 10:25; John 1:29; 5:19; etc.).  The present active tense of the verb is 
indeed significant.  Consider what we “are seeing:”  - 
 
1.  “We see:”   CHRIST’S  APPELLATION 
     “Jesus” is the Name by which our Lord is identified (cf. Mt. 1:21).  Two basic truths are 
taught: 
     a.  His Humanity 
          The Lord is perfect Man.  His virgin birth is essential to guarantee His freedom from 
inherent depravity (Lk 1:35).  Yet He developed like an ordinary human being (Lk 2:52).  
He alone of all men is impeccable (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22). 
 
     b.  His Deity 
          The Hebrew for “Jesus” is “Yeshua” which means “one who saves” and this is only 
applicable to God!  This relates Him to the Holy One (                                         ) or “The 
Name.”  The “ I Am” passages in John’s Gospel refer “Jesus” to this Name (cf. 6:35; 8:12; 
10:9; 11:25; 18:6). 
 
Note: Jesus Christ is one glorious Person possessing two natures.  The natures are neither 
divided nor confounded.  The two natures are in one Person and declared as the “hypostatic 
union” of our Lord as the “ theanthropic” Person. 
 
2.  “We see”   CHRIST’S   INCARNATION 
     The eternal Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, became “Man (John 1:1, 14).  This is 
called the “ incarnation.”  This is what is noted by the phrase “a litt le lower than the angels.” 
 The temporal sense of the passive participle is true, but also the thought of degree is latent. 
 Moreover, the condescension of our Lord is but a littl e beyond angels.  His human nature 
assumed at this point of time is still retained.  What a view of the Lord Jesus! 
 

3.  “We See”   CHRIST’S  HUMILIATION 
     “For the suffering of death” is pregnant with meaning.  The preposition (              ) with 
the accusative case denotes the ground and not the object of something.  Thus, because of 
or on account of would be suitable to render “ for” (cf. Jn 6:57; Ro. 3:25; 4:25) purpose is 
not the thought here.  Our Lord’s death becomes the basis for His ultimate exaltation (cf. 
Phil . 2:9).  It should be seen here that it is not the historical fact of Christ’s death, but the 
very nature of the suffering itself.  It was a suffering of death.  The noun “suffering” may be 
transliterated “Pathos” (                                                 ).  Christ died a peculiar form of 
death (Phil . 2:8) and only an eternal God understands (Ps 22:1).  Jesus predicted these 
fearful sufferings (Lk 18:31-34). 
 
4.  “We See    CHRIST’S  SUBSTITUTION 
     His substitution was:- 
     a.  Purposed 
          This is found in the particle “ that” (                                      ) which refers to His 
Passion to the Ascension and Coronation. 
 
     b.  Graced 
          Here is the necessary starting point for all to follow.  Grace is always the ground  of 
His love in spite of man’s sinfulness. 
 
     c.  Satisfied 
          The language used here (                                     ) puts Christ’s death “ in behalf of” 
as the motive for the Incarnation and Cross deaths.  While pure substitution is not conveyed 
by the preposition, it does point to the Lord’s death “ for the good of” all .  The singular 
“all ” (                                        ) cannot be neuter, but masculine.  Hence, His death was 
suff icient for all persons, but eff icient for all believers. 
 
     d.  Tasted 
          The verb “ taste” is very suggestive.  Our Lord had the conscious experience of death. 
 He knew its bitterness and awfulness.  Men know the fear of death, but not its “ taste.”  No 
wonder He can help us (Heb. 4:15). 
 
5.  “We See”    CHRIST’S   EXALTATION 
     This is the pinnacle of it all -- “crowned with glory and honor.”  Here is the eff icacy of 
His death.  The verb is a perfect passive participle (                                                               
                              ) brings out the permanent effect, as is the case with His incarnation 
above.  He will have honor and glory forever.  The hosts of heaven will bow before Him 
and account Him worthy (Phil . 2:9-11). 
 
Conclusion   What “we see” in this passage strikes one with awesome fear and worship.  
Oh, to see Him in His appellation, incarnation, humanation, substitution, and exaltation.  
We must see Him in this way (Jn 1:29) to have our sins removed!  So be it.  Amen.         
  


