
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"We See Jesus" 

Hebrews 2:9 
 

Introduction 
1.  God has focused everything in the Person of His lovely Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is He 
whom we preach and Him we exalt always (Col. 1:28, 29). 
 
2.  It is evident that angels are not given administrative authority over the inhabited world (v. 5).  
Man was assigned a high place in God's program (vv. 6-8), but the Fall (Gen. 3) changed things 
so that we do not see things under man today (v. 8).  However, the promised Messianic rule will 
reclaim "paradise lost" through the God-Man, Christ Jesus our Lord.  The kingdom of heaven 
will come to earth! 
 
3.  Until that blessed day, how is Christ (Messiah) seen?  Look carefully at the text.  You will 
see the ways in which the Lord is now viewed.  All  the essential features of His Person and 
Work are indicated.  Hallelujah! 
 
1.  CHRIST'S APPELLATION 
     "Jesus" is the Name by which our Lord is mentioned in the text.  This is the Name by which 
He was to be called at His birth (Matt. 1:21).  It conveys at this juncture two basic  truths 
relating to His infinite Person.  Mark them carefully: 
     a.  His Humanity.  The name "Jesus" is that which emphasizes the humanity of our Lord.  
This is something which is somewhat of an enigma to many.  However, it is forever true that our 
Lord is perfect Man.  His virgin birth is essential to guarantee His freedom from inherent 
depravity (Lk 1:35).  He developed like ordinary humans (Lk 2:52).  He had sinless infirmities 
of human nature (e.g. weariness—Jn 4:6;  hunger—Mat. 4:2).  He is repeatedly called a "man" 
(Jn 8:40; 1 Tim. 2:5).  But He was absolutely perfect.  He is the only "Man" of whom it may be 
written that He was "impeccable."  Glory  to God. 
     b.  His Deity.  This is inferred by the fact that the Hebrew form of the Name "Jesus" is 
"Jeshua" (                     )  which means "One who saves" and this can only be God!  No Jewish 
heart could escape this force in reading the name!  It was the "Jehovah" (                      ) of the 
O. T. Whom Jesus claimed to be (cf. Jn 5:18).  Indeed, all of the "I am" passages in John are 
references to His identity with Jehovah of the O.T. (cf. Ex. 3:14). 
Note:  The truth of the matter is that Christ is one glorious Person, but possessing two natures, 
the human and the divine.  Each nature is complete and perfect.  The two are organically and 
indissoluably united yet so as not to form a third nature.  The Person of Christ is not divided nor 
are His natures confounded.  Any deviation from this is error and should be studiously avoided 
(2 Jn 7-11).  The relationship of the two natures is termed the "hypostatic union" and results in 
the Theanthropic Person of our glorious Lord! 
 
2.  CHRIST'S INCARNATION 
     The Bible does teach that the eternal Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, became man (cf. Jn 
1:1, 14).  This is called the "Incarnation."  Without this truth, there would never have been a 
God-Man through Whom God could provide an eternal salvation. 
     Therefore, the phrase "a littl e lower than the angels" is a temporal phrase connoting that 
Christ became man in incarnation in order to fulfill t he purpose of a thrice holy God for man's 
salvation.  He never lost His deity by becoming Man nor did He in any wise confuse the natures 
referred to above.  Those who normally deny the incarnation also deny His deity.  The Ebionites 
of the early second century denied the reality of Christ's divine nature and regarded Him as mere 
man.  Arius followed with his dastardly doctrine of the Person of our Lord a littl e later.  
Essentially, he also denied the deity of our Lord.  These groups have their modern counterparts!  
Beware!  Orthodoxy must be maintained! 

3.  CHRIST'S HUMILIATION 
     The preposition expressed in the phrase "for the suffering of death" indicates that this is the 
ground and not the object of something to be realized.  Thus, His death becomes the basis for the 
ultimate exaltation of the Son of God.  This is the common usage of the preposition (

�� �� dia , 
cf. Jn 6:57; Ro. 3:25; 4:25). 
     The stress in this phrase is not upon the historical fact of Christ' s death, but upon the nature 
of the suffering itself.  It was a suffering of death.  Interestingly, the Greek for "suffering" is the 
word transliterated "pathos" ( �� �� �	 �  pathema).  Let no one forget what God has given through 
inspiration that Christ died a peculiar form of death (Phil. 2:8).  Only an eternal God knows the 
full impact of the Son' s suffering (Ps 22:1).  Our Lord predicted His own fearful treatment (Lk 
18:31-34).  He endured the uttermost penalty for sin (Ro. 5:8). 
 
4.  CHRIST' S SUBSTITUTION 
     The pith and kernel of the Gospel is the death of our wonderful Lord.  But, unless His death 
is viewed as utterly substitutionary and vicarious, it is of no real value.  He did die as the Just 
One for the unjust ones that He might bring us to God (1 Pet. 3:18).  He interposed His own 
perfect sacrifice for sinners who had nothing to offer to a holy God!  Now, the preposition 
employed here and rendered "for" is one which does not convey pure substitution, but the truth 
of death "in behalf of" ( 
�� ����  huper) another!  It points to the good which He gained for us when 
He died.  Let not this mislead the believer into thinking that the Lord did not die vicariously, but 
He did and the preposition employed here may well have that significance, but its common 
meaning is rather "for the good of" someone.  Another preposition ( ��� �� � anti) is used of the 
concept of substitution (Mat. 20:28).  Remember, it was "for all" ( �� �� ����  pantos).  The singular 
"all" means our Lord' s death applies to every single sinner!  Praise God!  His death was 
sufficient for all.  Efficient for believers. 
     It is interesting that the verb "taste" ( � !"�# $% &'  geusetai) as found here suggests that our Lord 
did in fact have the conscious experience of death.  He knew its bitterness.  Man can know the 
fear of death, but not its awfulness.  Only because of His total sinlessness could all this be true 
of Him.  How marvelous to have such a truth for us in the Word for He knows what it means to 
pass through the valley and thus can succor us in our need (Heb. 4:15). 
     One more blessed truth is pointed up in this matter of His death.  It was accomplished by the 
"grace of God" ( () *�+ ,- , chariti).  This accents the submission of Christ to the will of the Father 
for the work of mediating our atonement (Heb. 10:7).  It also points to the only means by which 
God saves sinful man.  It is the free favor of Almighty God towards men who deserve an eternal 
hell (Eph. 2:8, 9). 
 
5.  CHRIST' S EXALTATION 
     Here is the testimony of His death' s efficacy.  On the basis of His death, He is now crowned 
with glory and honor.  The verb "crowned" ( ./ 01 .2 34 56 .7 4 8 4 estefanomenon) is the one used to 
express a victor' s crown.  It is all suggestive of His glorious triumph over death, Satan, and hell .  
Whereas the first Adam was downed by Satan, the second Adam was crowned (triumphed)! 
     The perfect passive participle of the verb also shows the permanency of His crowning!  He 
has been and still remains such forever and ever with glory and honor.  All praise belongs to 
Him.  Angels, seraphim, and the hosts of Glory bow before Him and account Him worthy (Phil . 
2:9-11). 
 
Conclusion  The blessed truths of our wonderful Saviour  as outlined in this passage strike one 
with awesome fear and worship.  There is real depth, then, in the littl e verb "see."  If only we 
could see our lovely Lord in His appellation, incarnation, humili ation, substitution, and 
exaltation – what a difference it would make!  The verb "see" (

9: ;<�= >? ;@ blepomen ) means to 
look at Him with a particular exercise of vision (cf. Jn 1:29).  Oh, to get such a view of Him that 
you would never lose sight of Him.  We need this.  Do you have it?  Open your eyes and see 
Jesus!  Amen. 


