
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Consider Christ Jesus" 

Hebrews 3:1 
Review 
1.  Take time to review the thrust of this letter.  It was probably addressed to Jewish people.  
Some believed, but their persecution caused them to question their belief in Messiah Jesus.  
Others needed more teaching before making a commitment to Him.  Still others were doubtful 
and wanted more reason to believe. 
2.  Viewing the matter this way, it is clear that Jesus (Yeshua) Christ (Hameshiach) is 
demonstrated to be better than the prophets (1:1-3) and better than the angels (1:4-2:18). 
3.  Tucked in the extended section on angels (1:4-2:18), Paul, the author, boldly gives a warning 
(2:1-4), shows Jesus in eschatological glory (2:5-8), and extols the Incarnation and its incredible 
provisions (2:9-18). 
4.  It's time now to make a direct appeal about the Person of our Lord Jesus.  After all , a believer 
(N. T. Christian) is one who is in right relation with Jesus Christ.  The issue is not a church, 
specific rules like the 10 Commandments, or whatever.  It is what is one's personal relationship 
to Jesus Christ. 
5.  No wonder, then, that Paul uses the word "wherefore" ( � �� ��  hothen) to focus on the Person 
of Jesus Christ.  This word "wherefore" is found six times in Hebrews (2:17; 3:1; 7:25; 8:3; 
9:13; 11:19) and always used to make a conclusion worthy of attention.  Hence, with attention 
gained on what has been written about our Lord (chaps. 1, 2), now comes the central thought of 
this verse (3:1) and indeed the central thought of the Epistle:  Consider Jesus!  Here is the 
keynote of the book. 
 

CONSIDERATION 
 
          The verb is an aorist active imperative ( �� � � �	 
�� � ��  katanoesate) and expresses a 
fabulous important command.  Blind choice is ruled out.  Here is the expression of God' s mind 
to that of the believer.  This is His expressed desire.  The force of the verb is to consider 
attentively and to fix one' s eyes or mind upon.  It is not simply "regard Jesus as being," but give 
attention to the perfect work He fulfilled faithfully.  Normally Paul identifies himself with those 
whom he counsels (cf. 4:1; 11, 14, 16; 6:1; 10:22ff; 11:28; 17:13, 15), but here the second 
person is used (cf. 7:4).  Moreover, the verb is found 14 times in the N.T., eight of which are in 
Luke' s writings.   
          It has been noted that the English word "consider" is from the Latin for "star" and 
originally meant to contemplate the stars.  So the idea is to think on the Lord as an astronomer 
would gaze quietly, patiently, and perseveringly at the stars.  Oh, to see Him with devotion, 
enthusiasm, and sacrifice like a star-gazer!  If this were done, it would put the brakes on the 
modern methods, the spectacular, fuss and fume of the theatrical.  Let us remember that if Jesus 
has lost His attractiveness, then we have lost our message (1 Cor. 15).  There was no 
embellishment with Him; may it not be with us!  He still has innate power to attract men (Jn 
12:32). 
 
1.  CONSIDER BELIEVERS 
     a.  As Related 
          This is the significance of the word "brethren" ( � �� �� �� � adelfoi).  Those redeemed by 
blood are sanctified from One.  Hence are His and one another' s (2:11).  This term belongs to the 
household of faith and must be used with caution (cf. Gal. 6:10). 
     b.  As Separated 
          The word "holy" ( ���� �� � hagioi) is linked with "brethren" only here in the N.T.  It refers to 
one' s position before God and not to his condition or conduct.  Of course, position gives 
expression in personal conduct.   It aff irms that a true believer is set apart in reference to God 

and for God.  Obviously, this is all of grace!  Thank God all believers are "saints" by position 
because of their union with Him Who is their righteousness. 
     b.  As Called 
          The phrase "heavenly calli ng" is only found here in the N.T.  although the idea is surely 
the tenor of Scripture.  It comes from His thoughts of us (Jn 17:14, 16, 21-24) and our 
destination (1 Cor. 15:50-58).  The calli ng is a present reality and state of being (Col. 1:12; Phil . 
3:20).  It emphasizes the difference between Israel and the Church.  The former has an earthly 
calli ng (land, blessings, here) and the latter heavenly (cf. Eph. 1).  God now has a new creation 
(2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26, 29).  This is something to consider for people tied to a city, temple, 
sacrifices, etc.  God says – no more.  Things have changed.  Hallelujah. 
     e.  As Associated 
          This same word ( �� � !" !#  metochoi) is rendered "fellows" (1:9) and "partners" (Lk 5:7).  
It conveys the idea of one associated in a common task or condition.  Here it is of those 
associated with a heavenly calling (cf. Phil. 3:14).  No wonder this Book calls for a walk outside 
the camp (13:13). As one sees himself "within the veil" (6:19), he will walk "outside the camp" 
(13:13). 
 
2.  CONSIDER CHRIST JESUS 
     a.  His Apostleship 
          This word ( $%�& '() * ' + ',  apostolon) is nowhere else applied to our Lord.  Here it shows 
Christ is the Sent One from the Father.  The verb root ( -.�/ 01 23 45 5 06  apostello) refers to a 
person "sent away from with credentials provided."  He is therefore not a mere envoy, but an 
Ambassador or Representative who carries power!  It is this sense in which the term applies to 
our Lord (Lk 10:16; Jn 3:16, 17; 5:36).  It must be remembered that our Lord came first to Israel 
(Mt. 15:24), but they turned Him away (Jn. 1:11).  Now Israel is set aside while God deals with 
Gentiles (Acts 15:15-18), but the Lord will return again and take up His work with them (Is. 
66:7-9; Ro. 9-11).  Consider this! 
     b.  His Priesthood 
          For at least 1500 years the High Priest was an important personage in Israel (Lev. 8 ).  The 
truth of the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16) stands out in the O.T.  demonstrating God' s great care 
for the sins of the people. That Day highlighted the role of the High Priest.  Now with the Lord 
Jesus everything has changed.  This is a real shakeup for the Jews, but a totally new order has 
been established (cf. 5:10).  Paul calls on His readers to consider this High Priest, the Lord Jesus 
Christ above all other High Priests of the O.T. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 
The word "profession" ( 78�9 7 : 7; <=> ? homologias) is more properly "confession."  The 
conceptsof"Apostle" and "High Priest" are included in the confession.  This means that a 
genuine believerwill agree with God that what He says about His Son is correct.  This is His 
plain confession.  The word "profession" has the dual idea:  agreeing with God and testifying to 
one' s faith in what God has said.  Succinctly, a believer will agree with the God the Father about 
His Son as Apostle and High Priest and testify to this fact. 
 

IDENTIFICATION 
 
There is no doubt about Whom Paul is writing.  He makes it crystal clear – Christ Jesus.  The 
name "Jesus" accents His humanity and Saviourhood while "Christ" aff irms His deity and 
Messiahship.  He is ever the same (13:3). 
 
Conclusion  Oh, the call i s to CONSIDER JESUS!  Set your heart on Him.  He will make you 
holy and heavenly.  The cure for a vital Christian Life is to consider Jesus each day, each hour.  
Amen. 


