
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Determining True Faith" 

Hebrews 3:15-4:2 
 

Review 
1.  The major thrust of this book is to "consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession 
(profession) Christ Jesus" (3:1).  
  
2.  Those who are true believers "hold fast" their confidence "unto the end" (cr. 3:6, 14).  That's 
the way to evidence genuine belief on the Lord Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 5:13).  Note:  The frequent use of 
the present tense verb "believe" supports this (cf. John 3:16). 
 
3.  The immediate context of our present study aff irms continuity of faith as being genuine Bible 
faith (cf. vv. 12-14: the three dynamics of attention (v. 12), exhortation (v. 13), and possession 
(v. 14). 
 
4.  Paul urges (cf. exhortation of Heb. 13:22) a decision against "hardness of heart" (v. 15).  It is 
to be "today!"  His approach is: 
 
1.  BY QUESTION   vv. 16-18 
     a.  Question #1   v. 16 
          "Who having heard provokes?" 
          "Some" of the KJV is the indefinite pronoun ( �� �� ��� tines) , but with a different accent is 
an interrogative pronoun ( �� � �� �  tines).  Thus the question "for who, having heard, did provoke?"  
The aorist participle "heard" points to an historical incident.  So they heard, but this is no safe-
guard (cf. James 1:22).  The "hearing" did evoke a "provocation."  It must be remembered that 
those who did this to God had just started out for Canaan.  They were like the Jews addressed in 
Hebrews.  Question?  Would the latter follow the former in unbelief?   
 
          Answer:  The rhetorical question has an answer.  Practically, all provoked God, but Joshua 
and Caleb (Num. 14:29, 30).  Those who came out ( �� 	 � 
� ��� � ��  exelthontes) should have 
continued, but didn't.  The lesson is obvious! 
 
     b.  Question #2   v. 17 
          "With whom was He sore vexed for 40 years? " 
          The verb "vexed" is the translation from the LXX of a Hebrew verb meaning to "loathe, 
be disgusted, spue out."  It is clear testimony to the fact that God was offended at the action of 
the nation.  He had a right to be (cf. vv. 9, 10).  The inclusion of "40 years" shows that right 
from the beginning the nation caused trouble (cf. Jn 6:70 concerning Judas). 
 
          Answer   Those with whom God was grieved had "sinned."  This aorist participle shows 
that there were criti cal historical acts which evinced the general character of the people.  They 
were a group which missed the mark (cf. Ro. 3:23).  The awesome result was that they "fell " in 
the wilderness.  The word for "corpse"( �� �� � kola) is only found here in the N.T.  In the 
singular it speaks of a single member of the body.  The idea of dismemberment is patent here.  
Accordingly, the picture is of dismembered bodies strewn around the wilderness (cf. Num. 
14:29; 1 Cor. 10:5).  What a judgment!  Somebody ought to stop and think! 
 
     c.  Question #3   v. 18 
          "To whom sware He that they should not enter into His rest?" 
          God's verdict has already been noted here (v. 11).  What the nation had done elicited this 
solemn word.  They were disallowed from "His rest," over which He is in sovereign control.  
They lost His best! 

          Answer   A succinct answer is provided here:  Those who did "not believe." ( ���� �� �� ��� �� �  
apethesasi) This Greek verb is a powerful one and very important in this context.  It means to 
"be disobedient, not to allow oneself to be persuaded."  The underlying thought is that of 
"obstinacy, stiffneckedness," hence "active disobedience."  The unbelief spoken of earlier (v. 12) 
had now passed into action!  Think of it, here is a generation delivered by the mighty hand of 
God from Egypt and they refuse to enter Canaan! 
 
          Note:  A three-fold development is marked here:  1)  Provocation (v. 16).  2)  Sinning (v. 
17).  3)  Obstinacy (v. 18).  This is nothing to joke about and most will agree they know personal 
examples of such steps. 
  
2.  BY EXPLANATION   v. 19 
     Here is an exegetical conclusion.  The opening conjunction "so" introduces a general finality.  
Paul, in effect says, "So, on a review of the record . . . ."  The verb "we see" (

 ! "#�$ %& "'  
blepomen) refers to all the details of the wilderness journey.  Who has eyes, let him see!  The 
verb "could not" ( ()* +, (-. (/ 0,  edunethesan) expressed both a fact and moral necessity.  
Exclusion was final and complete.  The reason for this is "unbelief" ( 0)�1 2/ 3 2- 0,  apistian).  This is 
a matter of the will and a neglect of God!  The issue is clear: unbelief! 
 
3.  BY EXHORTATION   4:1, 2 
     Note:  Utilizing the obvious lessons from Israel history, Paul urges his readers: 
     a.  To Fear   v. 1 
          The chapter division is unfortunate.  What precedes is connected and should be so 
interpreted.  This is supported by the connective "therefore" ( 45 6�7 oun ).  To "fear" ( 89 :; <= >�? @A  
fobethomen) is not an evil , but a rest.  Those who acknowledge God for Whom and What He is 
will fear and do this without dread.  The urgent call for fear is in view of the fact that the 
promise of God's rest is a present matter for the readers of this letter.  No matter what happened 
to the Israelites, God's promise still holds (so the present tense verb).  No one should feel he has 
come too late for the promise which God has given in His immutabilit y.  The perfect tense verb 
( BC DE FG HI FJ�K LM husterekenai, fall short) is extremely sensitive here. 
 
     b.  To Believe   v. 2 
          Promises, privileges, and penalties all li ne up between the O.T. and the N.T. situations 
mentioned in this text.  The O.T. people had a "good news" preached to them which conceived 
the Canaan land – after years of servitude in Egypt.  The problem was they did not accept this 
temporal blessing offered to them.  The verb "preached" is a perfect tense and points to the fact 
that they were thoroughly preached at!  Nevertheless, they did not unite the word heard to their 
hearts and make it their own through faith.  They did not assimilate it nor digest it (so the word 
"mix" ( NO PQ R Q ST NU RV�W XY  sugkekrasmenos).  Similarly, the Gospel of the Messiah was preached 
to the readers and this was also a perfect tense operation.  They were thoroughly gospelized!  
Since the O.T. people did not digest what they heard through faith, it is urged that the present 
readers should take note and get some profit which the others lost! 
 
Conclusion   This is a solemn and sobering passage of God' s Word.  Look at the seven appeals 
of this Scripture :  1.  "Consider" (3:1).  2.  "Hear His voice" (3:7).  3.  "Harden not your hearts" 
(3:8).  4.  "Take heed" (3:12).  5.  "Exhort" (3:13).  6. "Hold Fast" (3:14 ).  7.  "Fear" (4:1).  Oh, 
dear friend  -- since you have ears, HEAR   Today.  Wait not for tomorrow! 


