
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Pertinent Imperatives" 

Hebrews 3:12-14 
 

Introduction 
1.  The keynote of Hebrews is to focus on the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 1).  All written 
about Him (chaps. 1, 2) give reason to "consider" Him.  Moreover, true believers are expected to 
"hold fast" their confidence (v. 6). 
 
2.  The ill ustration of failure in the wilderness is evidence that some were performers and not 
possessors (v. 10).  Hence, God's Word employs the imperative mode to command a positive 
response to His wil l.  No wonder the Spirit appeals to "harden not" ( �� �� � � �� �	� � 
�  me 
sklerunete).  That's the way to demonstrate genuine belief. 
 
3.  With the reckless faith too often observed, Scripture keeps up the pressure for watchfulness 
in Christian faith and conduct.  There is no place for relaxation in li ve faith.  The grace of God 
must not be allowed to lull people into a false security. 
 
4.  Three dynamics are presented as the will of God to discern reality as opposed to mere 
profession.  Study! 
 
1.  The Dynamic of ATTENTION   v. 12 
     a.  Stated Fact 
          The verb "take heed" (

� ��	� �� � blepete) is the present active imperative second person 
plural.  This is a direct reference to any one (Jew, included) who questions the kernel of the truth 
(3:1).  There is no option or choice here.  Make no mistake, here is God's mind to the readers.  
Note that Paul remarkably refers this imperative to "brethren" (cf. v. 1). 
 
     b.  Stated Reasons 
          Paul expresses a fear about what happened to the "fathers" (v. 9) might occur or will  
occur.  This is expressed by the phrase "lest there be" ( �� � �� �� � ��� �� � me pote estai) which is a 
negative purpose with future indicative (cf. Mk. 14:2).  Mark Paul's concern is not only for the 
group, but individuals -- in any one of you ( ��� !"  " #$�% & '	  en tini humon).  Personal 
responsibilit y is clearly taught.  No one can run into heaven on the coat tails of another. 
          1)  Lest – an evil heart.  This is a remarkable combination of words.  They are only twice 
in the LXX (Jer. 16:12; 18:12)  "Evil " ( () *+ ,- . ponera ) is best rendered "pernicious" (ruinous, 
injurious). It is evil i n active opposition to good.  Thus the heart spoken of here is one in which 
the evil of unbelief is present in an active manner.  The character of the heart described is utterly 
unbelieving.  Ultimately, a child of God has a heart of faith.  No one should trifle with these 
words of God. 
 
          2)  Lest – a departing from the living God.  Here is the form of unbelief just mentioned.  
The verb "departing" is an aorist infinitive transliterated by the word "apostacise" ( /0�1 23 45 6	7 /8  
apostenai).  Apostasy means to renounce what one formerly professed to believe and negate 
one's former confession.  What a horrible suggestion.  What a reason to "take heed."  But note, 
the apostasy  (departing) is "from the living God."  This anarthrous (without an article) phrase 
fixes attention on the character of God, not merely His Person.  Forthrighfully, to apostatize 
from the Lord Jesus, through Whom you found God Himself, is to apostatize from the only one 
living God! 
 
2.  The Dynamic of EXHORTATION   v. 13 
     a.  Stated Fact 

          Thank God for the adversative "but" ( /09 9 /: alla ) which introduces an effort to prohibit 
the previous course of action (v. 12).  "Exhort" (1 /; /< /9 = 8 6 4 = parakaleite) is a present active 
second person plural imperative (cf. take heed, v. 12).  It signifies to beg, entreat, beseech.  
Exhortation is commanded with "one another" ( >? @A BC A D	E  heautous) and to be done "daily" ( FG H

IJ FG K	L MN O N J�P IK	Q G O kath' hekasten hemeran).  As long as we are in the "today" of God, 
throughout this dispensation, this ministry among the saints is to be done (cf. 10:25).  It is a 
counter attack against a "spirit of unbelief" and "departing from the living God."  What a help to 
perseverance! 
     b.  Stated Reasons 
          Similar to the previous verse, a negative purpose clause using an aorist passive 
subjunctive (

RS�T U VW X YZ [ W \] T ^ W _

 hina me sklerunthe) introduces the reasons.  So, the 
exhortation advanced is in the hope that certain sinful practices do not eventuate. 
 
          1)  Lest – be hardened.  This is the same verb used earlier (v. 8).  Sin will always blind a 
person to the attractiveness of God's offer (cf. Ps. 95:8; vv. 8, 9).  Oh, to be tender to Him an 
reject adamancy and hardness of heart! 
          2)  Lest --  deceitfulness of sin.  Sin is active and aggressive.  "Deceitfulness" ( `a�b `c	d egf`b `d h ) refers to a trick or stratagem.  So the reasons for the command to exhort is that hardness 
can easily develop through a trick which sin might play.  That's how sin operates.  It is 
fraudulent.  Actually an "evil heart" and "apostasy" are tricks of sin.  How great is the need to 
"exhort" our brothers and sisters in the faith lest they succumb to the tricks of sin.  To exhort is 
an essential ingredient of God's plan for perseverance!  Amen!  
 
3.  The Dynamic of POSSESSION  v. 14 
     Remember, the Hebrews were of three sorts:  1.  Believers who questioned their belief 
because of suffering.  2.  Professors who wanted more evidence to believe.  3.  Prospects who 
might be persuaded to believe.  Actually the same groups obtain among all groups.  Only of the 
first sort does this verse refer and that for specific reasons. 
     a.  Because of Participation 
          This is a most marvelous statement.  By virtue of position in the sentence, "partakers" 
( ij k	l mn mo  metochoi) is emphatic.  Hence, partakers we are (cf. 1:9; 2:14).   The term means "one 
who holds with another, sharing with, partaking of."  Here, partakers of Christ or Messiah.  
Amazingly, this idea of co-participators of Messiah is considered a done deal for the verb 
"made" ( pq pr s	t uv q t  gegonamen) is a perfect tense.  This views a completed action with 
permanent results!  Oh, what glory.  True believers are forever – past – present – future – 
partakers of Messiah.  This is true Biblical Christianity – personal relationship with a Person. 
     b.  Because of Expectation 
          This is really the seal, though not the basis, of participation.  The sure proof of salvation 
though not its ground, is the "holding firm" ( w ux us	y z r v q t  katascomen) to the end (cf. v. 6).  
There must be a beginning ( u{�| z} ~ t  archen) and there must be an ending (x q

s� r ��  ) which is 
steadfast (

� q � u� s ut  bebaian).  Between these is "confidence" ( ���� r y x us	y q � �  hupostaseos) a 
word which means that on which something is based (cf. 1:3; 11:1).  It was used in secular 
Greek manuscripts of documents stored in an archive to show evidence of ownership (cf. our 
safety boxes).  Thus, the thought is that one's faith on the Lord Jesus and one' s possession of 
Him are the ground of assurance of salvation.  If (third class condition indicating possibilit y or 
contingency) the faith is genuine, it will be firm to its consummation. 
 
Conclusion   The salvation from sin taught in the Bible is entirely by grace through faith alone.  
There can be no compromise on this truth.  The beginning of confidence must be held fast.  We 
do not begin with faith and continue in works.  No, a thousand times no, the confidence we 
begin must be held firm to the end!  How true that persevering faith witnesses that we have been 
made partakers of Christ.  By this means Christ exercises His keeping and perfecting power.  
Keep on believing!  Hallelujah.  


