
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Better Than Moses" 

Hebrews 3:2-6 
Introduction 
1.  The Lord Jesus, the Messiah of Israel, is presented as better than the prophets (1:1-3) and 
better than angels (1:4-2:18). 
2.  Our Lord's Incarnation is forthrightly presented (2:9-18).  As the Incarnate Son of God, He 
died vicariously (2:14), destroyed the Devil (2:14), and delivered believers from fear of death 
(2:15). 
3.  To God's glory, the Lord Jesus Christ is the only impeccable Person (2:16-18).  Blessed be 
His Name.  No wonder Paul alerts his readers with a "wherefore" (3:1).  Those addressed are 
now called to fix their eyes upon the Lord as the keynote of the entire Epistle.  That's the force 
of "considered" (3:1).  Who is to consider and Whom is to be considered is clearly recorded 
(3:1).  It is a real "confession" (KJV profession).  
4.   Paul's readers needed to see the ways in which Messiah Jesus differed from Moses, servant 
of God.  Note them: 
 
1.  IN FAITHFULNESS   v. 2 
     a.  Christ's designated faithfulness 
          A blessed truth is noted here in the text.  Christ IS faithful.  The use of the present 
participle ( � ��� � � onta) shows that this is His inherent character.  He is faithful as He always has 
been.  It is of interest to discover that the Father "appointed"  the Son.  This verb is actually used 
of Moses in the LXX (1 Sam. 12:6).  It suggests that God "made" ( �� �	 
�� � � � poiesanti) Christ 
what He was in position and in that position Messiah has found to be of consistent faithful 
character. 
     b.  Moses' recorded faithfulness 
          This is no depreciating word about Moses.  He is, rather, the highest example of fidelity 
(Num. 12:7, 8).  Moses fulfilled utterly his place in God' s house.  The obvious thought is in 
relation to the people of Israel and not to some building as such. 
 

CONSIDER MESSIAH as more faithful! 
2.  IN EXALTEDNESS   vv. 3, 4 
     a.  Christ' s associated glory 
          A large statement is made here concerning our Messiah.  The verb "counted worthy" 
( ��� ���� �� � exiotai) is actually the perfect tense of the common verb "worthy."  It confirms the 
truth that Christ has permanent glory which goes beyond any computation of glory for any other.  
It is not a reference to any glory gained by historical experience, but what is His by virtue of 
Who He is.  He has sustained glory both now and always. 
          A sense of honor gained is implied in the text, however, by virtue of what God does in 
contrast with what Moses does.  The verb "builded" ( �� � � � �� � � � �� � kataskeuasas) (v. 3) 
connotes that Christ is actually involved in the supply of all necessary furniture and equipment.  
He is at once, Builder, Furnisher, and Architect.  This brings Him to be the One associated with 
the Father.  Nothing is said here about His unique relationship with the Father, but it is all along 
assumed (cf. 1:1-3).  He shares with the Father since He is God.  As such, He with the Father 
built all things.  It is worthy of attention that God does this as God in view of the Greek 
construction here (anarthrous "God").  The "all things" ( � �   !" #�$ %"  ta panta) is the same Greek 
construction and shows that the items are taken severally and not totally.  Messiah, with the 
Father (God) is responsible for every single item (cf. Jn 1; Col. 1).  Who can question the glory 
due Him! 
     b.  Moses' applied glory 
          Rather than being associated with God in the building process, Moses is likened unto the 
house which is built.  So much less is his glory than that of the Messiah!  There is proportionate 

measurement  as noted by the Greek phrase ( &' ( ) *�+ ), - ./ 01 ) , 2 kath hoson pleiona).  Christ 
stands superior. 

CONSIDER MESSIAH as more glorious! 
3.  IN ACTIVENESS   vv. 5, 6 
    a.   Christ' s activity as Son 
          The Greek actually states a deep sense of comparison here (between vv. 5, 6).  The "but" 
(v. 6) clearly shows what Christ is as over Moses.  Christ stands as Son.  The amazing position 
which Messiah is given here is enhanced by the preposition in the Greek.  The word "over" (/

3 - 01

epi ) signifies His supervision of the house in question.  Furthermore, by virtue of His position 
as Son, His fidelity is enriched.  Being Son, He had peculiar temptations and difficulties and 
these are all met with total and impeccable fidelity. 
          A real blessing is gained by noticing that the Messiah is over the house, which Paul adds, 
"we are" ( 45 67 48 9: 7 4; <�=  esmen emeis )  The reference is obviously to the saints of this present 
dispensation.  The construction of the original here is also extremely pertinent.  It states that we 
"are" and not "shall be" or "may be" God' s house.  There is no question or doubt as to reality 
here!  Thank God for a "know-so" relationship with Himself. 
 
NOTE:  The use of "house" in these verses is intriguing.  1.  God dwelt in the Tabernacle of the 
wilderness.  2.  God dwelt in the Temple of Solomon.  3.  God dwelt in the restored Temple after 
the Captivity.  4.  God dwelt in the Maccabean Temple.  5.  God dwelt in the Herodian Temple.  
That was the end for God' s dwelling with national Israel (Mat. 23:38).  6.  God dwelt in Christ 
(Jn 2:21; 14:10).  7.  Now God dwells in individual believers and the total assembly (1 Cor. 3:9; 
6:19).  The Laodician church finds Christ outside (Rev. 3:20). 8. After the new earth comes, God 
will dwell with His people (Rev. 21:3). 
 
     b.  Moses activity as Servant 
          Whereas the Messiah is a Son over ( 45�> ; ?  epi) the house of God, it is declared that Moses is 
a servant in ( 45 8  en) the house.  The noun for "servant" (

@A BC D�E FG  therapon) here is the Greek 
term meaning "ministering-servant."  The root is used of healing in the Bible (cf. Lk 9:11; 
12:42).  The noun, however, is only found here in the N.T.  It is a noble word and certainly does 
no harm to Moses as one who cares for the house, but his position is infinitely inferior to that of 
the Son. 
          The reason that Moses has this place in the house is for a "testimony" (A HI�J KC BL MD B HN G  eis 
marturion) of things yet to be spoken.  These things, of course, refer to matters relating to Christ 
and His ministry to Israel and the nations, both at His first and second coming.  God did not just 
have Moses and the O.T. there to take up time and space (cf. 1 Cor. 10:11). 
 

CONSIDER MESSIAH as Son 
Conclusion   The note of genuine assurance is spoken in the words: "whose house we are."  Paul 
felt that there was reason to believe that he and many of his readers were truly born again.  They 
were saved and in the house securely (cf. 6:13-20).  Nevertheless, there were some of his readers 
who were mere professors and not real possessors of the Lord Messiah.  Others were thinking of 
going back into the scheme of the O.T.  Paul' s concern was to get hearts to see the Messiah as 
the Father Himself viewed Him.  Hence, he adds that all is true of being God' s "house" IF 
certain conditions obtain.  The verb "hold fast" ( OP Q P R�S TU VW X katascheomen) is a nautical term 
and means to "stay on the course" (cf. Acts 27:40).  "Confidence" ( Y P Z Z[ S \R P X parresian) 
means to have free speech and suggests that those who are truly born again have a freedom of 
speech about their salvation and experience with Him.  With that freedom of utterance comes 
the joy of the Lord.  It is a "glorying" ( O P ]R T[ VP  kauchema) which belongs to the hope of the 
child of God.  The Christian hope gives one something to glory in!  The whole is to be "firm 
unto the end" ( ^_ `�a bc d _ `e fg h i _ ij c ` fk  mechri telous bebaion).  The subject of security is not 
here, but the subject of possession of salvation is!  Those who are saved, do endure to the end.  
Hallelujah.  Those who are truly born again manifest this to the infinite glory of God.  Amen. 


