
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Give God Account" 

Hebrews 4:11-13 
 

Let's Review 
1.  Do not forget God's Word:  Duet. 6:23.  God purposed to take Israel out of Egypt in order to 
bring them into the Land. 
 
2.  Those addressed in Hebrews have the same message.  He provided a rest for them (4:3). They 
must believe it—full stop.   It is now for them to enjoy His rest (4:6).  Ultimately there will be 
an eternal rest (4:9).  What benefits there are to genuine faith! 
 
3.  Therefore, having indicated that there is right now a precious and blessed rest for the true 
believer, Paul presses this matter to his reader's attention.  He points out that it is high time the 
Word of God be heeded with sincerity.  There is no time for trifling with eternal matters. 
 
4.  Take your Bible and trace in it right now the up-to-the-moment concern of Paul for his first 
century believers .  What happened to Israel in the wilderness must not happen to them!  His 
urgings are forceful.  They come in three forms: 
 
1.  AN EXHORTATION   v. 11 
     a.  For Something To Do 
          It is clear that Paul is deeply exercised.  The "therefore" ( �� ��  oun) seeks to draw an 
inference from what he had just said about the failure of Israel.  He does not want his readers to 
forfeit what Israel did – the very rest of God!  To this end, then, he employs a strong verb.  
"Labour"( �� �� �	 
 �� � � spoudasomen) means to make haste.  It has the idea of hurry to do 
something.  Intensity of purpose is latent in the word.  No sloth, no sleep; it is all attention!  It is 
rendered "earnest care" (2 Cor. 7:11, 12) and "diligence" ( 2 Pet. 1:5, 10). 
     b.  For Something To Avoid 
          The word "example" ( ���� � �� ���� �� � � hupodeigmati) means something shown, exhibited, as 
for example, a copy set to practice, writing or drawing, an act to be imitated (cf. Jn 13; 15; Heb. 
8:5).  It was that will ful unbelief which was their bad example.  Paul exhorts that it be avoided.  
Theirs were hearts of unbelief!  
 
Note:  The huge warning here is this: Be careful that your bones do not fall and get scattered in 
the wilderness!  God has called us to give evidence that we are His (Acts 2:46, 47; Col. 3:1-3).  
Unless a person walks before the Lord with a tender heart and conscience, he will resent being 
told to  "take heed" (3:12),"let us fear" (4:1), "give dili gence" (4:11). Most professing Christians 
are satisfied with "church membership," or "church duties," and the general approval of a Pastor.  
But that' s the same as Israel with her synagogue, rabbi, observances, and ritualistic approval.  
God wants reality.  Are you one of those who do not turn back?  Check yourself (2 Co. 13:5) ! 
 
2.  AN EXPRESSION   v. 12 
     The connection of this verse with what precedes is patent.  One cannot think he will escape 
the punishment of the Israelite who did not believe – if he sins their sin – for there is the Word 
of God to face!  This Bible is: 
     a.  Described 
          1)  As Alive   The word "quick" (

�� ��  zon) is obsolete, but the thought expressed is not.  
The reference is not to the "living Word" (Christ), but the living Word (the Bible).  Here is a 
Book which is pulsating with life (cf. Ps 119:89; 1 Pet. 1:23). 
          2)  As Powerful  ( !"�# !$ %& '�(  energes) This word connotes the active principle of the Bible.  
It is full of energy (cf. 1 Cor. 16:9; Philemon 6 for the same word). 

          3)  As Sharp ( )* +, ' ) !$ * (  tomoteros) The comparison given is with a double-edged sword 
(cf. Rev. 1:16).  The English connecting word "-tome" is derived from this term "sharp."  It has a 
penetrating and incisive quality about it.  It lays bare moral sophistries. 
     b.  Determined 
          1)  To Pierce   This compound verb (

-. . /�0 12 3/�4 5 12 6 

-. . 0 12 34 5 12 7) really means to 
pierce right through by going the whole length of something.  In the LXX it is used in this sense 
(cf. Ex. 26:28; 36:33).  The Spirit only used the verb here in the N.T. 
          2)  To Divide   To divide (4 58 . 74 2 3 9 merismou) does not mean to divide asunder.  Rather, 
it is the idea of separating the constituent elements of something by piercing right through it.  
The "soul" ( :; <= >�?  psuches) and the "spirit" ( @A B ; C�D EF G ?  pneumatos) are both immaterial parts 
of man.  The former is that immaterial part of man to which items of this world are usually 
assigned, e.g. affections, interests, ambitions, occupations (including the intellectual).  The 
latter, the spirit, has reference to the immaterial part in its capacity of communication with God 
and receiving communication from God.  How energetic the Word of God is!  The "joints and 
marrow" are indications of deep penetrations of the Word. 
          3)  To Discern   Here is an important word.  It comes from a verb meaning to "judge, sift 
out, and analyze evidence" ( HI JK HL M�N  krtikos) Discrimination and judgment are blended in the 
one word.  The two areas indicated for this process are the "thoughts and intents of the heart."  
The former speaks of "reflections" and the latter of "considerations."  Both of these sensitive 
areas are discerned by the Word.  No part of the heart of man is unmoved by the Word. 
 
Note:  This is one of the most solemn verses in the Bible.  Seen in its context, it presses the truth 
that the Word of God is not idle with the creature.  No one has a chance to escape the judgment 
of God for lack of evidence concerning the health of his heart.  Man' s most inner being is known 
to God by the searchlight of His Word. 
 
3.  AN EXAMINATION   v. 13 
     From the incisive implications of the previous verse, this one adds an even wider scope to the 
whole matter.  The examination is: 
     a.  Total 
          The word "creature" means "created thing" ( H JK O�P K N  ktisis).  All that has come from His 
creative hands is manifest to Him.  The smallest microbe of doubt is known to the Lord.  A 
tremendously potent pile of words is used here.  All is naked to Him ( QR ST UM  gumna). Yes, all is 
opened to Him ( VW VX YZ [ \] ^_ W `�a Y tetracelismena).  The last verb is  the perfect tense.  Of the 
many uses of this verb, the one which seems to fit the context is that of a sacrificial knife.  It is a 
vivid illustration of how open the human heart is to the Word of God.  God sees all the facts in 
the human heart.  What a word of awesome warning. 
     b.  Practical 
          Literally, the final phrase of the verse means "unto whom our word is."  The use of the 
noun "word" (

\b `�c b d logos) is a play on words with the previous verse.  God' s Word of judgment 
answers to our "word of account."  This contrast is important but not clarified by the AV 
translation.  If any verse in the Bible teaches a day of reckoning, this one does.  Let' s not play 
around with eternal verities. 
 
Conclusion   The sum of God' s argument here is this: one ought to take the illustration of the 
Israelites and shape up.  Either be saved and know it truly or acknowledge that you are just a 
mere professor of the Gospel.  God' s Word is alive and knows the hidden recesses of the soul.  
God knows it all and His memory is not short.  In any case, we shall be called upon someday to 
give account to Him.  Oh, to know Him now and rest in HIM.  Do you?  Amen. 


