
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Holding Fast" 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
 

Revise 
1.  God's faithful word was designed for Israel (Deut. 6:23).  Regretfully, they were 
not persuaded (4:19). 
 
2.  But God provided "rest" to those who believed (4:3).  Others entered into "rest" to 
enjoy it (4:6).  Blessed be God, there is a future "rest" (Sabbath rest, 4:9)  awaiting us. 
  
3.  The "rest" of God is His promise.  It is not to be refused by the readers after the 
example of those in Moses' day (4:11).  Moreover, God's Word goes to the very heart 
(4:12) making every creature naked before God and accountable to Him (4 13). 
 
4.  With this background, a further appeal is made concerning the role of the High 
Priestly function of our Lord.  This transitions the text to the blessing of Christ as High 
Priest (4:14 – 5:10).  How could one turn from Him? 
 
5.  Let's put it this way:  Those who question the rationale for believing in Jesus as 
Messiah for salvation have a number of reasons not to turn back.  Revise them:  1)  
The person and work of Christ (1:1-3).  2)  Testimony of angels (1:4-14).  3)  The so 
great salvation (2:1-4).  4)  The Incarnation work of Christ (2:5-18).  5)  Subordination 
of Moses to Christ (3:1-6).  6)  The example of Israel's failure to enter the land for rest 
(3:7 – 4:13).  7)  The High Priestly work of Christ (4:14 – 16 and to 5:10). 
 
6.  Therefore, another good reason to go for the long haul and hold fast unto the end 
(3:14) is the High Priestly position of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1.  He is POSSESSED   v. 14 
     "Seeing then that we have a great High Priest." 
The verb is a present tense participle ( �� �� �� ��  echontes).  What a possession!  To his 
readers Paul says – with this divine High Priest as opposed to the merely human, frail, 
Levitical High Priest, how can you think of leaving what you have?!  He is a mighty, 
powerful High Priest! (cf. 2:17; 3:1). 
 
2.  He is LOCATED   v. 14 
     "That is passed into the heavens" 
     The great High Priest has already passed (perfect tense, 

�	� 
 �	� �	 �	� ��� � dieleluthota) 
and is now present before the Father!  Many see four heavens (plural, �� ��� �� �� ���  
ouranous):  a)  Atmosphere (Mt. 6:26).  b)  Starry (Mt. 24:29).  c)  Angelic (Mt. 
24:36).  d)  Divine Presence (Mt. 6:9).  This states where Christ is now! 
 
3.  He is IDENTIFIED  v. 14 
     "Jesus, the Son of God" 
     The blessed Name "Jesus" bespeaks His humanity (Mt. 1:21).  It conveys His 
Saviourhood (from Hebrew                                meaning to save).  This is mentioned 
first to assure sympathy (cf. 2:17, 18).  Then He is the Son of God pointing to His 

awesome deity.  This name provides the ground of every confidence (Ps. 2:3; Ro. 1:4).  
There is to be no mistake about Who is in the divine Presence. 
 
4.  He is CONFESSED  v. 14   
     "Let us hold fast our profession" 
     The hortatory imperative is incisive ( �� ��  !�" #$  kratomen).  Paul includes himself 
with "us."  Moreover, the verb conveys absolute strength or rule.  The thought is to 
hold, seize firmly and keep holding.  What is involved is our "profession" or 
"confession" ( %& ' % ( % ) *+�, - homologias).  The idea is to maintain an open 
acknowledgement of one' s faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no turning back 
from Him. 
 
5.  He is TOUCHED   v. 15 
     "For we have not an High Priest Who cannot be touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities." 
     The connective "for" ( ./ 0�1  gar) gives the reason for acknowledging Him openly.  
Note the double negative, do not have . . . who is not able.  The negatives affirm  His 
incredible ability!  Indeed He is touched with the feelings of our weaknesses.  The 
weaknesses are for us occasions of sins.  He knows the feeling, but not the sin and has 
therefore a common experience with us ( 23 45 6 7	8 9 2 6:  sumpathesai). 
 
6.  He is TESTED   v. 15 
     "But was in all points tempted like as we, yet without sin." 
     Amazingly, the verb tempted is perfect tense (5 ; 5 ;: < 6 2 4 ;=�> ?>  pepeirasmenon).  So 
the Lord knows right up to this moment the tensions of believers, yet His temptation 
never resulted in sin!  Moreover, He never had the sin nature (total necessity for virgin 
birth!)  The absolute sinlessness of our Lord is proven here ( @A < : B�C  6D 4 6 <E : = 6C  choris 
hamartias) . With such a High Priest, how could one turn away from Him?! 
 
7.  He is APPROACHED   v. 16 
     "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace." 
     a.  Why?  Again there is a connective here.  The "therefore" ( FG HJI  oun) is like an 
appeal. 
     b. How?  The appeal is a hortatory imperative ( KL FM NL OP�Q R N S	T  proerchometha).  
The present tense conveys constant and habitual coming to God.  That is the essence of 
our faith.  We are everlastingly coming to Him!  And it is to be done "boldly" 
( KT L L U M VP T W parresias) which means to come giving utterance to every thought, 
feeling, and desire. 
     c. Where?  Behold coming in this way, one comes to a "throne of grace."  
Incredible!  God' s grace is shown and available before the royal Majesty Himself. 
     d.  Purpose   Finally, the reason for coming to God is to take by putting forth one' s 
hand (

X	Y Z[ \] ^_  labomen)  mercy and to find ( ^` a�b \] ^_  euromen) help when it is 
needed ( ^ ` a�c Y db e _  eukairon).  Help comes at the time needed – not before or after! 
 
LET' S FACE IT   God has changed those who doubt His salvation to rethink what has 
been accomplished in Christ.  It is time to affirm true faith in the Lord, to hold firm to 
the end and enjoy the blessings provided in so great salvation, not the least of which is 
the Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ from Whom mercy is available. 


