
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"On Being Skilful in the Word of Righteousness" 

Hebrews 5:11-14 
Review 
1.  Some had questioned the rightness of belief on Jesus as Messiah and Saviour.  Paul 
vindicates that rightness (1:1-4:16). 
2.  At the top of the list of reasons Paul gives to affirm Jesus as Messiah is His qualifications as 
High Priest (4:14-5:10).  The two issues addressed are:  1.  The Appointment of the High Priest 
by God (5:4).   2. The Assignment of the High Priest as being human (5:7). 
3.  That Jesus meets the qualifications is patent.  Indeed, His High Priesthood goes beyond the 
Levitical Priesthood.  It is established "after the order (ranks) of Melchisedec" (5:6) and this is 
an eternal Priesthood (5:7).  In view of this incredible position, the Lord Jesus is "publicly 
saluted" ( �� � �� � �� �� � �	 
�� prosgoreutheis) as the unique High Priest (5:10).
4.  This kind of information should persuade the doubters that Jesus is worthy to be trusted as 
Messiah and Saviour.  But there are problems:  Paul is not at liberty to discuss the Melchisedec 
Priesthood with his readers at this point.  Hence, there is an interruption which includes another 
firm warning (5:11-6-20).  True believers will respond to the Truth while professors of the Truth 
will be so identified. 
5.  The parenthesis in the discussion about Melchisedec presents a huge difficulty with those 
addressed in this letter.  The matter is set forth with three particulars. 
 
1.  THE PROBLEM STATED   v. 11 
     a.  Introduction 
          While the pronoun "whom" ( � �

hou ) could be, by form, either masculine (reference to 
Melchisedec) or neuter (reference to teaching materials), the context indicates it is neuter.  Thus 
the topic is the Melchisedic Priesthood.  It is not about him personally.  Now Paul has much to 
say about this, but it cannot be presented now. 
     b.  Interpretation 
         "Hard to be uttered" (

�� �� �� ���� � � �� � dusermeneutos).  This is a verbal compound only 
found here in the N.T.  It signifies "diff icult of interpretation," thus hard to explain.  The English 
word "hermeneutics" is derived from this term.  It's not that Paul has a problem, but his hearers 
have one! 
     c.  Insinuation 
          Paul is blunt to say the real issue.  He avers that his readers "are (actually "have 
become," �� �� ��� � � �  gegonate, perfect tense) i.e "have grown" indicating a declension and 
deterioration.  This is open culpable incapacity.  It had not always been this way, but now there 
is a settled state of spiritual stupidity.  They are unable to grasp N.T. truth concerning our Lord.  
Indeed, the word "dull " (

���  !" #$ % nothroi ) signifies "slow, sluggish" and refers to one who has 
no push or drive.  It is only used here and in 6:12 in the N.T.  Plato used it to mean "stupid."  
God's will for the believer is constant progress.  Spiritual degeneration and declension is not 
normal Christianity! 
 
2.  THE REBUKE LEVELLED   v. 12 
     This concerns: 
     a.  Something Temporal 
          Here is a forceful change.  There has not been evidence of progress, "time" ( &' ()�* (*  
chronon), a succession of moments has come and gone, but no evidence of change.  They had 
had time since Pentecost (about 30 years, Acts 2).  But there is not much to show for it.  Tragic! 
     b.  Something Moral 
          The verb "ought" ( +,- ./ 01 +2 3 .4  ofeilontes) speaks of moral obligation.  The particle 
"again" ( 56 01 / 2  palin) indicates the readers needed someone to teach all over again the basics of 
Christianity.  The noun "first principles" ( 78 9: ;< : =�>  stoicheia) is derived from "row."  It's first 
meaning suggests the members of a "row"  i.e. the elements which compose it and so (as its 

readiest ill ustration) the letters of the alphabet.  Hence, the idea is that the "ABC's" of the Gospel 
needed to be taught.  It is as if they had done nothing with their freshman studies and had had 
enough time to take an advanced course.  The term for "oracles" connotes divine utterances (cf. 
Acts 7:28; Ro. 3:2) and God's Word through a believer (1 Pet. 4:11).  Let it be remembered that 
our first and last need is always God's Word! 
     c.  Something Spiritual 
          Here is the pith of the rebuke.  Again the perfect tense of the verb "become" is used (cf. v. 
11) pointing to a finished act in the past with present results.  What is this?  The readers were 
still on a diet of milk.  They had settled down as babies.  They were without teeth thus without 
adult food.  In view of this, they were unable to discuss the "strong meat" diet about the 
Melchisedec Priesthood.  "Strong" means "solid" ( 78 < ? < > =�@  stereas) and the "meat" ( AB CD E F�G  
trofes) is food in general (cf. Jn 4:34).  The concept is obvious.  Their spiritual intellect is 
childish.  Advanced doctrinal teaching could not be provided.  Yet Scripture demands it of 
mature believers. 
 
Item:  The tragedy of this whole section is that it applies so strongly to the present day situation 
among the professing saints.  Things have changed little from the first century!  The human 
heart is still the same.  Many are still feeding their souls on the rudiments of Christianity.  They 
know nothing of the doctrine of the Word of God.  Their salvation may be known to God, but 
what can be seen of their spiritual life is almost negligible.  God have mercy in the day of 
judgment. 
 
3.  THE REMINDER DECLARED   vv. 13, 14 
     Two basic facts about the spiritual life provide the reason for hesitation to develop the new 
topic (Melchisedec Priesthood). 
     a.  The Fact of Immaturity   v. 13 
          The verb "use" (present tense, HI A I J�K LM  metechon) connotes "to have for one' s share in 
ordinary feeding."  The reference is to an exclusive milk diet!  Such a person is "unskillful" 
( NOQP RS TU V apeiros) that is without a trial.  The term is only found here in the N.T. and refers to 
one without experience.  Significantly then, in this context, the person has no experience in 
doctrine which has as its characteristic feature "righteousness."  So don' t cast aside truth about 
Melchisedec and say it is not relative!  God says it is and it is related to righteousness (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17).  The term "babe" does not mean infant (as 

WX YZ�[ \]  brefos  in Lk 2:16  ) or child (as 
^_ `�a bc b  teknon in Lk 1:7), but "not able to talk (as bd `�e f c g nepios in 1 Cor. 3:1-4 and here).  It 

is a matter of immaturity rather than age!  Unfortunately many professing believers are at this 
stage in the Lord and it is sad (cf. 1 Cor. 3:1-4). 
 
     b.  The Fact of Maturity   v. 14 
          In contrast with the "babe" of immaturity is the one who is (_

h i ^ f b estin) of "full age" 
which is the meaning of the Greek noun "perfect" ( ^_ j_ f`�k b teleion).  This maturity has come 
through (

l fm n

 dia) the habitual use ( opq rs  hexin) or result of practice of the perception organs 
( tuQv w xy zy {�| v ttuQv w xy zy {�| v t aistheteria).  The organs of sense have been vigorously exercised (perfect tense, 

}~ }� �� �� �~ � � � gegumnasmena).  Such exercise promotes the desire for solid strong meat.  But 
additionally, the mature person is capable to discern (

�� ���� � � � � �  diakrisin) good and evil.  
Tragically, maturity was lacking with these Hebrews.  Light rejected had made them "dull."  
Their failure to use had made them lose! 
 
Conclusion   Stop and consider.  The subject of the Melchisedec Priesthood is not for people on 
the milk bottle.  It is for people who eat strong spiritual meat.  Paul really confronted the 
Hebrews.  If they had grown up spiritually, there would be no question about Messiah Jesus.  
They needed to grow up!  So it is in our day.  Our churches are filled with milk Christians.  
Solid doctrine is ho-hum stuff.  Oh, for mature believers who love the Word of righteousness.  
God give us an appetite for the Word to demonstrate we are Thine!  Amen. 


