
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Rationale of the High Priest" 

Hebrews 5:1-4 
 

Review 
1.  Those who question the rationale for believing in Jesus as Messiah for salvation have a 
number of reasons not to turn back.  Revise them:  1)  The person and work of Christ (1:1-3).  2)  
Testimony of angels (1:4-14).  3)  The so great salvation (2:1-4).  4)  The Incarnation work of 
Christ (2:5-18).  5.  Subordination of Moses to Christ (3:1-6).  6)  The example of Israel's failure 
to enter the land for rest (3:7 – 4:13).  7)  The High Priestly work of Christ (4:14–16 and to 
5:10). 
 
2.  As the High Priest, our Lord is possessed (v. 14), located (v. 14), identified (v. 14), confessed 
(v. 14), touched (v. 15), tested (v. 15),  and approached (v.  16). 
 
3.  Make no mistake, there is no reason not to hold fast unto the end.  A supreme reason is that 
our Lord meets the quali fications of a High Priest.  Two quali fications are absolutely necessary 
for a High Priest:  1)  He must be human.  2)  He must be called by God.   Consider the Text! 
 
1.  HUMAN Quali fications   vv. 1-3  
     a.  Related to Men   v. 1 
          The opening "for" ( � ����  gar) takes one back to the truths at the end of the previous chapter.  
The topic is Messiah.  He does qualify because of what was expected of a high priest, that is, 
any (

�� ���  Pas) or every high priest! 
          In the first instance, the priest had to be from among men.  The present tense of the verb 
"taken" (

	
 � � 
 � � �� � � lambanomenos) suggests the idea that priests were taken "from time to 
time."  It is better to render the verb "being taken" and make it point to the truth that His 
efficiency for men depends upon his being taken from ( ���  ex) them.  If there were any stronger 
argument for the truth of the incarnation, one would be hard pressed to find it. 
 
     b.  Ordained for Men   v. 1 
          The truth advanced here is pertinent.  It indicates that the priest is constituted by God 
( �� �� ��� � � � � �  kathistatai) for a specific purpose and function.  The area in which he operates is 
in matters relating to God ( �� � � !��" � !��# $% !��#  ta pros ton theon).  One could not expect the 
priest, therefore, to be involved with mere mundane matters.  One might well question the 
modern preachers who get all caught up in the issues of the day and find little time for the very 
purpose of a priest. 
          Lest there be some doubt as to the meaning of this general statement, the apostle Paul 
makes it clear.  The things of God are listed.  They are related to what is offered to God.  The 
word "offer" is a present tense verb meaning to "bring a victim to the altar" ( &' () *+ , ' -  
prosfere).  The verb is found some 20 times in this epistle.  What is brought is specifically 
stated: "gifts" (

./ 0�1 2 dora) or generic items and usually having reference to the non-bloody 
items brought to God and "sacrifices" (

34 56 7�8 9 thusias) which has reference to the bloody items.  
Both of these speak of the total brought to God (cf. 8:3; 9:9). 
          But one must not stop here.  The ordination for bringing items to God related to "sin" 
( :;=< >?�@ A;=B A@ CD E F�G  huper hamartion).  This is a forceful statement.  The Greek preposition is the 
one meaning "in behalf of" ( :;=< >?�@  huper) and marks the obvious reason for the presentations.  
This does not contradict other portions of the Word which specifically state that sin is not 
removed by the blood of bulls and goats (cf. 10:4).  It merely confirms that men were expected 
to do what God commanded at that stage of revelation; the ultimate dealing with sin awaited the 
coming of our Lord (Ro. 3:24, 25). 
 
     c.  Concerned about Men   v. 2 

          Here is a glorious expression about our Lord.  The personality of the priest is brought out 
clearly.  He is to be a man who is compassionate (B > C@ DH < A I >D F�G  metriopathein).  Actually, the 
Greek verb employed denotes a mean between passionateness and indifference.  It means to be 
temperately effected toward someone.  It is not fellow-feeling, but feeling towards someone.  
Since a part of the Greek word means "measure" (B > C@ H ? G  metron) the idea conveyed is to suffer 
toward someone according to a measured limit.  Aristotle used the word of proper feelings 
opposed to the stoic idea of lack of feeling.  Summarily, the word means a feeling which is not 
too severe and not too tolerant; not irritated and not indulgent.  How blessed are the ignorant to 
have such a priest! 
          The ignorant ( AJ=K G H H : F�L D  agnoousi ) are not totally such.  They are persons who have 
apparently been led away by the deceitfulness of sin.  In any case, that is the extrapolation which 
is provided in the text.  "Out of the way" ( <

M AG H B >? G H DN  planomenois) is really the verb 
meaning to err.  Hence, the ignorant are persons who have roved and strayed from the right path.  
It is these upon whom the priest was to exercise his compassionate personality. 
          It is interesting that the text points to the reason for the priest being this kind of man.  He 
also has problems!  The verb "compassed" (< >@ D ?�O >D C AD  perikeitai) signifies that he has 
weakness lying all around him like a chain.  It is a graphic picture of the total depravity of the 
priest!  The same verb is employed elsewhere in Hebrews (12:1), but with an entirely different 
meaning.  Jesus obviously does not fall prey to this problem.  What grace and condescension 
that He should think so of us when He is so high above us!  The frail priest knows his own need, 
hence looks with feeling upon ignorant ones. 
 
     d.  Activated concerning Men   v. 3 
          Two time in this one verse, the Spirit of God uses a Greek preposition (< >?�@ D  peri) to show 
the priest's service.  He offers what is pertaining to God "for the people, for himself, and for 
sins." The last "for" is a different preposition ( :;=< >?�@  huper). What a marvelous statement of the 
substitutionary activity of the priest!  Mark carefully that the activity of the priest is done with 
obligation as the verb "ought"(H

J=P >D ? M >D  ofeilei) aff irms. 
          It should be noted here that this is the second verse in which the priest does something 
which is applicable to the Lord Jesus, our High Priest.  Here, he offers sin for himself; Christ has 
none!  In the previous verse, the priest is infirm; Christ is perfect. 
 
2.  DIVINE Quali fications   v. 4 
     There is but a single item given here.  It is an important one.  Indeed, without this matter, one 
would not have a high priest.  With emphasis and directness, the Scriptures declare that the 
priest must have a divine call to be a priest (O A MH :?B >G H N  QR=S TU V T Q W XY T Q W kaloumenos tou 
theou) Only when a man is called is he able to take the office of high priest.  It is an honor to 
receive this call. 
     Moderns who talk about an education to prepare for the ministry should take note that God is 
more interested in the call than the degree! 
 
Conclusion  There is no question that our Lord qualifies as High Priest.  By Incarnation He was 
taken from among men (Heb. 2:14).  Moreover, He has divine authority being called by God 
(5:5, 6).  Those who question to stay put in their faith in Messiah Jesus should "rest" in the truth 
of a qualified High Priest in the person of the Lord Jesus.  Sing it brother!  "I have decided to 
follow Jesus – no turning back, no turning back."  Amen. 


