
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Jesus Christ: Son and High Priest" 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
Revise 
1.  Let's not forget that certain Jews questioned the correctness of faith in Jesus.  They thought 
there were reasons to question a true faith in Jesus as Messiah and Saviour. 
2.  Paul marshals several reasons to never turn away from the Lord Jesus.  Review them:  a)  The 
person and work of Christ (1:1-3).  b)  Testimony of angels (1:4-14).  c)  The so great salvation 
(2:1-4).  d)  The incarnation work of Christ (2:5-18).  e)  Subordination of Moses to Christ (3:1-
6).  f)  The example of Israel's failure to enter the land for rest (3:7-4:13).  g)  The High Priestly 
work of Christ (4:14-16 and 5:10). 
3.  The crowning reason given is that Jesus is the great High Priest (4:14-16).  This suggestion 
leads to a specific study of the person of the High Priest (5:1-14; 7:1-28). 
4.  Clearly a High Priest had more than the "glory and beauty" as described in Scripture (Ex. 28).  
Two basics are given by Paul for the Priest:  1)  He had to be a real person.  2)  He had to be 
called by God (5:1-4). 
5.  That having been established for "any" High Priest, Paul by inspiration provided the authority 
to aff irm Jesus Christ in this high off ice.  Consider that Scripture aff irms the Lord satisfies the 
quali fications of High Priest (                                                                               ).    
 
1.  JESUS CHRIST --  HIS DIVINE APPOINTMENT  vv. 5, 6 
     a,  It is Noted  "so also" ( �� ��� � �� �	  outo kai)  moves the facts of the Levitical Priesthood to 
apply to our Lord.  Significantly, the text directly states that Christ did not assume the glory of 
the Priesthood.  It was by His Father' s appointment (cf. Jn 8:54).  This is transparent by the use 
of the aorist passive verb "to be made" ( 
� � �  ��� � genethenai ) a Priest.  
     b.  It is Supported.  The first quotation is from the Psalms (2:7).  Amazingly, this affirms that 
God called Christ to His position.  The call to the Priesthood is based  upon the fact that the 
Messiah is God' s Son.  Hence His vocation (Priest) is an essential characteristic of His position 
as Son.  So, sonship is linked with Christhood and Priestliness.  The second quotation is also  
from the Psalms (110:4).  It is referred to as "another" ( ���� ���� ��� hetero ) which may be masculine  
(reference to the Father) or neuter (reference to a text).  In either case the point is that Christ' s 
Priesthood is by divine appointment.  But the quote (Ps. 110:4)  advances the thought of the 
previous verse (v. 5) to affirm our Lord to have a different and superior Priesthood (not 
Levitical).  Christ is "after the order" ( �� �� �   taxin) of Melchisedec.  He is Priest on the scale, 
rank, or position of Melchisedec.  The distinguishing characteristic of this "order" is that it is 
"forever" or eternal ( !" #�$ %& '�( )" # * +( ) eis ton aiona).  Surely this demonstrates our Lord has no 
successor.  There is no possibilit y of repetition as in the Levitical arrangement (Num. 20:23-29)  
This is it!  Do not miss it – both questions address our Lord with the second person emphatic 
pronoun ( ,- . su). 
 
2.  JESUS CHRIST – HIS HUMAN ASSIGNMENT  vv. 7-10 
     a.  It is Noticed 
          The scene is set by the phrase "in the days of His flesh."  ( /0�1 23 4 5�6 78�9 /:�; 3 4 6 2 7 5�6 <3 ; => : 6

3 ?0 2 > ? 5 en tais hemeras tes sarkos autou). Make no mistake, this is a direct reference to His 
incarnation which is the second qualification of Priesthood (cf. v. 1).  He alone is a theanthropic 
Person. 
     b.  It is Detailed 
          1)  By Supplication   v. 7 
               a)  It was an Offered Prayer.  The aorist verb used here for "offer up" suggests the Lord 
brought prayers to the altar ( @A BC DE�F DG HI J prosenegkas).  Now that is real prayer!  There is no 
doubt as to the sort of prayer offered.  It is designated as a prayer.  This is a translation of a term 
meaning a definite request (

KL MN�O L PQ  deeseis).  "Supplications" (

RS�T UV WX YZ�[ \ hketerias) is a hapax 
legommenon (only found here in the N.T.).  It connotes an olive branch, the badge of the 

suppliant who needs protection in some overwhelming calamity.  What a prayer our Lord 
offered! 
               b)  It was an Accompanied Prayer.  Two thoughts are mentioned:  (1)  Strong crying.  
(2) Tears.  The former is used of a cry of alarm (Mt. 25:6), of strife (Acts 3:9), or of anguish 
(here).  Interestingly, tears are used of our Lord only twice in the N.T. (here, Jn 11:35).  
Obviously there was no lack of emotion in the Person of our Lord. 
               c)  It was a Directed Prayer.  The "unto Him" is a reference to the Father.  His abilit y 
(omnipotence) is not questioned.  "To be saved from death" cannot mean to be saved from 
physical death because for this He came (cf. Jn 12:27; 10:18).  Indeed, He drank the full dregs of 
the cup (Jn 18:11) which included separation from the Father (Ps. 22:1).  Therefore, the prayer 
here is the He might be saved "out from" ( U]�T  ek) under death or saved out of something (death) 
which was incurred.  So the idea of resurrection is implied.  He who can raise the dead can do all 
things.  Glory! 
               d)  It was an Answered Prayer.  Magnificent – our Lord was heard!  A remarkable 
reason is given, "in that He feared."  "Fear" is not the common word ( ^_ `_ a�b  fobos), but one 
which denotes "care in taking," ( cd ef g h ci j gk   eulabeias), hence cautious, scrupulous, reverent, 
devout.  So here the characteristic of reverence or devotedness is given to Christ.  It is made the 
ground of His acceptance in prayer.  How human!?! 
Note:  The primary reference of the passage is to Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46). Another 
significant instance states He was heard (cf. Jn 11:41, 42). 
 
          2)  By Submission  v. 8 
               a)  It relates to His Position.  The verb "being" ( l m�n  on) indicates pure reality.  Since 
"Son" is anarthrous (no definite article) the thought is that Jesus was the Son of God by nature.  
It speaks of His quality and character.  It notes emphatically His total deity! 
               b)  It relates to His Passion.  So now in incarnation, God the Son became obedient to 
God the Father.  He did not learn to obey.  Why?  Read Jn 8:29.  But Christ, through His 
incarnation, learned the full impact of submission.  The incarnation provided our Lord with a 
special course of submission.  It was through time and a matter He acquired through suffering 
(Heb. 2:10, 14, 17; 4:15 cf. Lk. 2:52).  Our Lord' s growth in experience was an essential part of 
His humanity.  Unbelievable, but Scriptural! 
          3)  By Perfection  v. 9 
                The concept conveyed by the aorist passive verb "being made perfect" ( o cf ci l p c i q k  
teleiotheis) is that our Lord was brought by the Father to a fixed goal.  It was the end to which 
He was divinely appointed to come.  The reference is to His cross work, but also to His burial, 
resurrection, and ascension.  He therefore qualified for His High Priestly office.  All this issues 
in three truths: 
                    (1)  The Causation of Perfection.  Now it can be reported that He "became" 
( ce�r cj n c os  egeneto ) the "Author" ( gi m o i s k   aitios).  The word "author" means that in His death the 
Lord became the "cause" of our salvation.  His death is that from which our salvation proceeds.  
He is the personal cause. 
                    (2)  The Salvation of Perfection.  This is the salvation which every soul needs.  
Everything that transcends the limitation of time and space was gained for this was an eternal 
salvation ( ge i l n i j s d  aioniou). Anything less than eternal is undeserving an infinite God and an 
unparalled dilution of the redemption wrought through Christ. 
                    (3)  The Appropriation of Salvation.  Habitual obedience (d

t�u gv s d j�w i n   hupakousin) 
is an issue of true belief on Christ (1 Jn 3:4-10); but it is never the ground of salvation.  Saved 
people are obedient people. 
 
Conclusion  There you have it. The Lord Jesus with divine appointment and human assignment.  
He did it all and now is called (aorist passive: u xs w gr s x c d p c i q k  prosagoreutheis), given a Name 
publicly (saluted) as a High Priest according to the position and rank of Melchisedec.  Glory to 
God!  No, we cannot turn back -- ever!  Amen. 


