
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"A Divinely Approved Illustration" 

Hebrews 6:13-15 
 

Introduction 
1.  The truth of the Word is that a person who trusts Christ as Saviour will give 
evidence of that faith "to the full assurance of hope unto the end" (vv. 9-12,  
note v. 11).  There is not a scrap of evidence in the Bible of a "saving faith" 
which does not evidence itself in works (cf. James 3:14-20).  So the warning 
exhortation given in this chapter (vv. 1-12) is given in very strong solemn 
terms. 
 
2.  Now an ill ustration of true faith is recorded due to the suffering of the day.  
Paul's Jewish readers needed an applicable one.  Paul turned to the father of 
the Jewish Nation – Abraham (vv. 13-15).  Similarly, James utili zed Abraham 
to ill ustrate saving faith (cf. James 2:21-24).  Paul also shows that Abraham 
had long outlook of faith since he was a sojourner and exercised large chunks 
of hope (cf. Heb. 11:8-19, 39). 
 
3.  With the notion (cf. 10:37) that the Lord's return was delayed (from man's 
point of view ; it is always on time in God's purpose-program), a word of 
comfort for endurance was needed.  The Spirit directed Paul to draw from the 
li fe of Abraham an appropriate ill ustration. Note the connection between vv. 
11,12 and 13 as indicated by the connective "for" ( � ���� gar). Study Abraham' s 
life record here from two vantage points: 
 
1.  The PROMISE of God  vv. 13, 14   
     a.  It was Stated  v. 14 
          God appeared to Abraham in Chaldee (Acts 7:2) and made him a seven-
fold promise (Gen. 12:1-3).  It is not clear how long he stayed in Charan, after 
leaving Ur, but Abraham was 75 when he left the city of Charan (Gen. 12:4).  
He had waited there till his father' s death (Acts 7:4).  God gave him further 
promises (Gen. 15; 16; 17; 18) and finally the tremendous one at the time of 
his testing over Isaac (Gen. 22:16-18). 
 
     b.  It was Pledged   v. 13 
          The verb "promised" ( ���� �	 	 �
 � ��� �� ��  epangeilamenos) is clear about 
this.  Indeed, the Greek construction of the statement (v. 14) is such that it 
affirms assurance to the word given!  Note:  "Blessing I will bless thee and 
multiplying I will multiply thee."  This is confirmed by God' s "surely" ( 

� �

�� ��� H men ).  Let happen what might, God would redeem the world through 
Abraham' s seed. 
 

     c.  It was Oathed   v. 13 
          Behind the sanctity of God' s Word is the sanctity of God Himself.  Thus, 
God swore ( � ��� �� � omose) by "Himself" ( �� �

'  !�" #$ % # & kath' heautou) This is 
an emphatic pronoun pointing to the fact that the fulfill ment of the promise 
was bound up with the very li fe of God.  God could just as  well cease to be as 
to neglect the fulfill ment of His promise!  God is a hostage of His Word!  
What a statement! 
 
2.  The FAITH of Abraham   v. 15 
     a.  It was Tested 
          This thought is brought out by the verb "endured."  Actually, the 
meaning of this is "long spirit" ( '" () % * # '+ ,�- " . makrothumesas).  There was 
delay after delay, disappointment after disappointment.  He was driven out of 
the land and his wife mocked the hope of a promised seed, yet Abraham 
waited patiently and expectantly.  He did not wait patiently for the promise – 
that he had, but he waited for the fulfill ment! (cf. 12:4; 21:5).  Twenty-five 
years of waiting!  Note:  The O.T. records Abraham' s failure in Egypt (Gen. 
12:10-20) and in the matter with Hagar (Gen. 16:1-4), but these are not 
reported here in the N.T.  
 
     b.  It was Rewarded 
          What a glorious word to read:  "he obtained the promise."  This verb 
means to "light upon" or "obtain" ( /0�1 /2�3 45 / epetuche).  It is true that Abraham 
did not receive the total fulfillment personally, but he got that which showed 
the ultimate end would be realized!  Abraham waved at the fulfillment.  He 
saluted it at a distance, but he trusted for the final goal.  Part of it was fulfilled 
in Isaac, but the final fulfillment was in Christ (Gal. 3:16).  Abraham took God 
at His word! 
 
Conclusion 
God gave a promise to Abraham.  It was supported by an oath from God.  The 
oath warned Abraham of trial and such did come.  But it did more than that.  It 
showed that the promise was not some trifling word nor was it of imminent 
fulfillment.  God' s Word was sure; Abraham believed!  He did it right to the 
end.  It is this sort of quality of faith to which Paul calls the Hebrews (cf. John 
6:41-59).  By the inspiration of our Bible, the Spirit of God calls to you and me 
now.  Let us heed that call!  Amen. 


