
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"The Hope We Have" 

Hebrews 6:16-20 
 

Review 
1.  To be right with God is the basic necessity for all men.  Why?  Because all men are born sinners (Ps 51:5; 
58:3). 
 
2.  God has a Mediator between Himself and all sinners.  He is Jesus Christ, the very Son of  God (1 Tim. 
2:5). 
 
3.  The sinner who truly believes with all his heart, understanding, soul, and strength is declared righteous 
before the Holy God (Ro. 4:1-5).  Mind you, this is a declaration of righteousness.  God has imputed or 
placed His righteousness to the sinner's account for credit. 
 
4.  Scripture urges professors of righteousness to make sure they are actually genuine (2 Cor. 13:5).  The 
Book of Hebrews does the same with warnings so that Jewish professors would be sure.  Note these 
warnings:  a..  About negligence (2:1-4).   b. About disobedience (chps. 3, 4).    c.  About slothfulness (6:1-
12). 
 
5.  The last warning (6:1-12) is illustrated in the life of Abraham.  He believed God's promise (vv. 13, 14) 
and waited patiently to ultimately "obtain" the fulfillment of it (v. 15).  This is the only sort of quality faith 
that saves.  It heeds God's Word, enters into God's Word, and goes on in God's Word.  There is perseverance 
right to the end (cf. vv. 10-12).  This is the view of things from man's point.  
 
6.  Now consider how God views the true believer's relation to Himself (vv. 16-20).  Three poignant issues 
are included in the consideration.  Look at: 
 
1.  The AFFIRMATION by OATH  vv. 16, 17 
     a.  With Men   v. 16 
          The security of God's promise finds an illustration by using an analogy of human practice.  It is the 
character of men to get someone greater to provide an oath.  That oath is final.  Note the definite article with 
"oath" ( �

� ��� � �� o orkos ).  The word "end ( ��
�	 
�  peras) is the point beyond which one cannot go!  The 

noun "strife" ( �
� �� �� �� � ��  antilogias) points to something which is dealt with face to face or back to back.  It 

means gainsaying and eliminates contradiction or controversy.  The thought is clear that an oath among men 
is unto confirmation i.e. to confirm an assertion. Period! 
 
     b.  With God   v. 17 
          This wonderful verse states that God in His mercy has taken to Himself what is acceptable with men 
and applies it to the salvation of the believer.  That is the significance of the Greek prepositional phrase 
"wherein" ( �

�� ����� en ho ) for it states "in which state of things" or "this being so" God intends to show certain 
ends.  "Willing" (

��  !� "# $% � & boulomenos) is better rendered "minded."  It is not an emotional whim, but a 
fruit of the discerning will of God' s infinite thought process!  By this means He shows ('

() * + ' * ,- . * epideixai) 
more abundantly the security of the believers who are described as "heirs of the Promise."  They are shown 
the "immutability" ( /

01 23 /45 23 67 ametatheton ) of the absolute unchangeableness of God' s will.  He will not 
change His Promise!  How did God show this?  Read it for yourself:  He "intervened" and "acted as an 
intermediate" ( 8

9: 8; <=> 8? ; 8@  emesiteusen) by pledging Himself to give surety between Himself and the 
inheritors of the Promise.  Now that is an amazing word of confidence.  So God Himself descended from His 
Glory to look up to Himself, after the manner of men, and make Himself the witness. By such 
condescension, He confirmed the Promise by an oath for the sake of the heirs of Promise.  Hallelujah! 
 
2.  The CONSOLATION  by HOPE   v/ 18 
     a.  From God 
          Let' s face it, if you look in,  there is no hope.  If you look around, there is despair.  If you look down, 
your soul sinks.  If you look up to God, there is "strong consolation" (

AB CD EF GHI  JK LK MN OP QR S).  The strong 
consolation is continually provided by God (so present subjunctive verb, so that the believer might 
"continually have" the blessing of encouragement from the Lord).  Think of it – God provides two (!) 
"immutable things," namely His Promise and His oath.  These are not subject to change (v. 17) nor in which 
God is able to lie (v. 18).  Blessed be His Name. 
 

     b.  For Believers   v. 18 
          Every hope has been abandoned so that the Lord is given His exalted place.  The aorist form of the 
verb "fled" ( TU V U WX YZ [ V\ ]^ katafugontes)  confirms this.  It points to the one-time decision to receive Jesus 
Christ into one' s life. At that precise moment refuge was found in Him.  It reminds us of the O.T. cities of 
refuge (Num. 35:1-34).  It is neat to observe how Paul guards the biblical balance between God' s absolute 
sovereignty and man' s utter accountability.  That is the way he uses the verb "lay hold of" ( T_ U V`

ab U c 
kratesai).  It aff irms that the individual must be alive in his relationship with the Lord (cf. vv. 7 – 12).  The 
hope of the believer is assured, but he is not entirely passive.  He appropriates that which is set before his 
soul.  Security, tenacity, and activity are all evident in this single verse. 
 
Note:  If anything must be avoided here it is this: no one should have a false security before an eternal God.  
The one who does not truly believe is not saved.  Salvation, on the other hand, is not left to man! That' s 
Pelagianism or semi-Pelagianism and must be resisted at all costs. God does it totally and completely.  In 
His wise counsel, he makes man responsible in all His dealings with him.  Oh, may the secret of those 
crucial happenings in a man' s life be made known to every inquiring soul. 
 
3.  The EXPECTATION by FACT   vv. 19, 10 
     a,  It is Described 
          What a glorious word of confidence in the Lord: "which hope we have"!  There is no doubt here nor 
question.  It is plain fact.  The "hope" set forth before the believer is like an anchor (U

d Y TX _ U [ agkuran) of  
the soul.  That' s a good word!  This anchor is both sure (U

e b W U f` a asfale) and steadfast (

g\ g U c] U [ bebaian).  
The former of these two words means that the anchor is such that it will not totter.  With the use of the 
Greek alpha privative, the suggested idea is that the anchor will not lose its grip so as to baff le or foil us.  
Further, it is described as "steadfast," a word which means it will not break down under what steps upon it.  
It is trusty.  Hence, no matter what tests the hope (anchor) is put to from the outside, it remains the same sure 
trustworthy anchor. 
 
     b.  It is Detailed 
          The sure and firm anchor (hope) is represented as ever entering (present tense, \ c

e b \ _ h Z i\ ] [` [ 
eiserchomenen  ) into God' s presence.  It is right "within" (\

e b j] V\ _ Z [ esoteron) the veil (cf. the innermost 
Sanctuary, the Holy of Holies, the presence of God Himself!).  The anchor is out of sight, but it holds.  
That' s what counts. 
 
     c.  It is Defined 
          Now comes the final word of the apostle.  He shows that Christ Himself is the Surety for the child of 
God.  It is He Who has gone inside the veil for the believer.  Christ is named the "forerunner" ( k _ Z

]l _ Z i Z ^

prodromos) Who has gone within the veil for the believer.   He is not a representative, like the O.T. high 
priests, but One Who is a Pioneer.  His people will follow and will be brought into the full fellowship of 
God.  In this position He has become (better than "made", Y\ [ Z

] i\ [ Z ^  genomenos,) our High Priest after an 
entirely new order of priests, that of Melchisedec.  Some have found that "anchor and forerunner" were 
employed figures in N.T. times.  The "anchor" was a rock in the harbor.  It served as a mooring for small 
vessels, but it was also used as a means to bring a little ship into a secure mooring within the harbor.  This 
was accomplished by having a "forerunner" going ashore in a small boat with a line.  The line was made fast 
to the anchor (rock).  Those on the ship only had to hold fast to the line and by means of it gradually draw 
near to shore.  It is a lively figure of the truth here. 
 
Conclusion  Against the doubts of men about the sure Word of God is this tremendous testimony to God' s 
changeless faithfulness. His Word and His Oath stand forever.  There is no question about the ultimate 
salvation of those who have fled to the Lord for refuge.  Their anchor is cast.  It is inside the veil, in the very 
Presence of God Himself. That' s security for eternity.   Blessed be God forever!  Hallelujah ! 


