
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"Let's Go On" 
Hebrews 6:1-3 

 
Introduction 
1.  The context is clear.  Paul has provided scads of reasons why our Lord is the true 
Messiah (1:1 - 4:13).  He at last listed His High Priesthood (8:14 – 5:10).  There are no 
grounds to reject Jesus nor to turn back from Him. 
 
2.  But Paul's readers were in no position to study the Lord's Melchisedec Priesthood.  
They were milk-bottle babies (5:11-13).  With the information they possessed, they 
should have been on adult food, teachers, and capable to discern good and evil (5:12-
14).  What a resounding rebuke to people who had grown dull and sluggish.  This is all 
too frequent among professing believers today! 
 
3.  From this rebuke, Paul issues a very severe warning.  Remember, Paul's readers 
include: 1) Professing believers who, due to suffering, questioned the validity of Jesus 
as Messiah.  2)  Interested inquirers who want more proof that Jesus is Messiah.  3)  
Hebrews who were not convinced that Jesus is Messiah at all . 
 
4.  It is to these varied readers that Paul brings a fearful warning (6:1-12).  Many admit 
this section of the Bible is perhaps one of the most diff icult to interpret.  It must be 
approached with awe, wonder, and reverence.  Consider the text here with these 
thoughts in mind: 
 
     1)  Some other warnings are in the epistle (2:1-4;  3:7-10; 10:26-34). 
 
     2)  Some other warnings are in the Bible (Jn 15:2, 3; Ro. 8:12, 13; 11:21, 22). 
 
     3)  Some warnings to the professing church apparently include people who are not 
truly born again (1 Thess. 1:4 with 3:56; 2 Tim. 2:19). 
 
     4)  Whatever warnings found in Scripture must be read in the face of clear Bible 
statements about eternal li fe (Jn 3:16; 10:28-30; Ro. 8:29, 30) and human 
responsibilit y (1 Pet. 1:5; 2 Pet. 1:10). 
 
5.  Now go into the core of the text to mark three approaches to the groups Paul 
addressed (review their identity in #3 above). 
 
1.  Paul's EXHORTATION   v. 1 
     a.  Negatively 
         The exhortation is directly based on the stern rebuke which precedes (therefore, ��� ��  dio  ).  The verb "leaving" ( �� �� 	�
 ��  afentes) means to "leave off" or "leave 
behind."  The prefixed preposition denotes separation so that one may have something 
more!  What is surrendered is incorporated in what is gained afterwards. 
          Note that the verb "leaving" is an aorist participle describing an action prior to 
the main verb "let us go on."  The force of the participle is that of the imperatival 

mode, just like the main verb.  It is a necessary prerequisite to the "going on" of the 
main verb.  So the exhortation to "leave" makes sense.  It is a no brainer. 
          What is to be "left off" are "the principles of the doctrine of Christ" (or "leaving 
behind the discussion of the beginning about Christ" ). This phrase cannot mean the 
Person of our Lord, but refers to the elementary matters relating to Him.  That means 
O.T. Truth.  Now since He has come and the reality of His full salvation has been 
revealed, the "beginning" ( ���� �� ���  arches) is to be left behind.  Obviously, the types, 
symbols of the Levitical order, the Tabernacle, the sacrifices, etc. are not to be denied, 
but one is to accept the revelation which is now available (cf. 1:1). This denotes 
progressive revelation. 
 
     b.  Positively 
          Here is the counterpart to the previous negative.  In one tremendous positive 
present passive verb ( �� �� ��� � ���  ferometha), Paul has packed a fabulous concept.  The 
verb has been variously rendered as "go on," "press on," "being borne along." 
          The imperatival force of the verb points to a strong exhortation to move on to 
"perfection" ( �� ��  !�" �# �$  teleisteta).  This is an appeal for something continuous 
(present tense), hence, not a momentary crises.  Moreover, it may be that Paul hoped to 
"aid" his readers by his proposed teaching ("let us press on together . . . ."). 
          The idea of "perfection" conveys the idea of "maturity" or "completion" (cf. 
5:14).  There is no perfection in the O.T. setup (cf. 7:11; 10:12-1`4), but it is found in 
the Lord (Col. 2:9, 10).  So, Paul urges his readers to go on and get the full account of 
Messiah and accept. It.  Faili ng to do this, there will not be ultimate salvation. 
 
2.  Paul' s EXPLANATION   v. 2
     Here is the tabulation of the "principles of the doctrine of Christ."  Six are recorded 
and they are in three pairs.  They are foundational to the truth about Messiah, but now 
that the reality has come, the exhortation is to leave them behind and go on to  His 
blessed Person. The foundation is not to be laid again . Here are the pairs: 
 
     a.  Repentance – Faith 
          To "repent" ( %& '( )* +, ( - metanoias) is a changed state of mind.  It' s supreme 
object is "dead works" which really are devoid of the vital power of works.  Apart 
from salvation, works are dead (Eph. 2:8-10). 
          To have "faith" ( ./ 0�1 23 45 pisteos) toward God (3

6 ./ 7 8 3 90�:  epi theon) is to 
abandon any support for li fe apart from God.  But the revelation Paul is now bringing 
goes further, it urges faith on the Lord Jesus  (cf. Jn 14:1).  This is what the prophets 
taught (Acts 10:43). 
 
     b.  Baptism – Laying on of Hands 
          The plural of the word "baptism" (

;�< => ?@ AB C�D baptismon) links it with O.T. 
washings (cf. 9:10).  There were "teachings" (

E�F E�G HI J�K  didaches) associated with them.  
The reference is to O.T. ceremonies – sprinkling of blood, washings of the laver (in 
Tabernacle), and other similar ordinances.  There is no reference to the baptism of 
John, the Lord, or that of believers.  
 



          The "laying on of hands" connoted identification with the sacrifices (cf. Lev. 
1:4).  It was a tenet of the "principles of Christ" (cf. Acts 5:12; 8:17-19; 9:41; 13:3; 1 
Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) to be left behind in order to go on. 
 
      c.  Resurrection – Eternal Judgment 
           Clearly, the doctrine of resurrection of the dead ( ���� �� � �� � �� ��	  
� �� � � � �

anastaseos te nekron) is found in the O.T. (Job 19:25; Isa. 26:19; Ezek. 37).  So it is 
part of the basic principles.  Its refinement came in the N.T. (cf. 1 Cor. 15; 1 Thess. 
4:13-18). 
          Similarly, there is abundant truth that judgment is coming for the wicked (Ps. 
50; Dan. 11:45; Zech. 12 –14).  Make no mistake – it will be eternal!  None will 
escape the heavy hand of the Lord for sin committed. 
 
Note:  All of these six doctrinal issues are foundational and related to the "word 
(

��� ��� � � logon ) of the beginning of Christ" (Messiah). They  demonstrate the 
carefulness by which the Spirit prepared the Jewish nation for Messiah' s coming.  
When He came, these basics were to be left behind and they were to go on to maturity 
in the full appropriation of the Lord Jesus.  Paul' s readers were now bound to accept 
Him for salvation.  There just is no other way! 
 
3.  Paul' s EXPECTATION   v. 3 
     Paul is a genuine optimist.  He did not feel his urgings would fall on deaf ears.  He 
had great hope of success in the ministry.  Therefore he wrote "And this will we do" 
( �� �� �� � � �� � � � !�" � #$ % kai touto poiesometha).  In essence this means we will 
execute the exhortation given! 
     The addition of "if God permit" ( &' ()�* + &, -.�/ 01 2 -3/ 465 78 9 - 73�:  eanper epitrepe ho 
theos) is natural for the Bible.  It is present tense to indicate God is constantly active in 
the affairs of men (cf. Ps. 139:1-6).  Paul affirms the sovereign grace of God 
completely.  Everything is under His control.  He has not abdicated His position as 
God!  On the flipside, the first part of the verse clearly shows that man is responsible.  
There is guarded free will as a choice is given to the readers.  Will they move on or 
languish in unbelief ? 
 
Conclusion   Based on a plea to get off the bottle and go on to maturity (5:11-14), Paul 
urges his readers to accept Christ and go all the way with Him or flounder in a system 
which prepares the way for Messiah.  Which will they do?  What will you do?  God 
help us to accept the full provision in Christ and go on to maturity (cf. Gal. 3:24).  
Amen. 


