
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
"A Priest Continually" 

Hebrews 7:1-3 
Introduction 
1.  So where are we in the effort to touch the hearts of people to truly believe on Christ as Saviour and Lord? 
 
2.  It has been demonstrated that the six rudiments or the elementary word of Christ are acceptable, but one 
must "go on" (vv. 1, 2).  By God's sovereign grace, this will be done (v. 3). 
 
3.  Five additional saving principles qualify a person to be a professor  of salvation (vv. 4-6), but they are not 
enough to effect salvation (9).  There must be a walk to support ones talk (vv. 7, 8). 
 
4.  Faith and patience (Godly perseverance) yield the "full assurance of hope" and the inheritance of "the 
promises" (vv. 10-12).  This is not Pelagianism or neo-Pelagianism.  It is the Scriptural dictum that "faith 
without works is dead" (James 2:14-20). 
 
5.  To aff irm all of this, Paul draws on Abraham as an illustration.  God gave him a Promise, sworn by 
Himself.  Abraham endured (persevered) and he obtained the Promise (ultimately in Christ, ( Gal. 3:16). 
 
6.  To the heirs of the Promise (true believers, v. 17) God, by two immutable things (His Promise and His 
Oath), provided "strong consolation" and "hope."  These incredible possessions are "sure" and "steadfast" in 
the very Presence of God (within the veil i.e. the Holy of Holies).  There Jesus, the forerunner, ever enters 
(present tense) because He has "become" (better than "made") our High Priest after the order of Melchisedec 
forever! 
 
7.  Now these matters concerning Melchisedec are reserved for believers who have a diet of "strong meat" 
(cf. 5:11-14).  The mention of Melchisedec demands extrapolation.  It is given in three major areas: 
 
1.  Area #1  HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
     That this section of the Word is not dealing with speculation. It is indicated that the person involved had 
some contact with one of the patriarchs, Abraham.  Four items are mentioned: 
 
     a.  Abraham's Meeting   v. 1 
          The verb employed here is the common one for "meet with" ( �� �� �� �� �� � sunantesas) and is only 
found once in Hebrews and elsewhere in the N.T. it is only used by Luke (9:37; 22:10; Acts 10:25; 20:22).  
Actually, the King of Sodom also came out to meet Abraham (Gen. 14:17, 18). 
 
     b.  Abraham' s Fighting   v. 1 
          The occasion for meeting Melchisedec was the return from the encounter militarily with the four kings 
of Mesopotamia who had engaged with five kings around the Dead Sea (Gen. 14).  That Abraham enjoyed a 
great victory is clearly indicated by the term "slaughter" which comes from the Greek verb "cut" ( �	 
� �
kopes). 
 
     c.  Abraham' s Blessing   v. 1 
          Melchisedec took occasion at the meeting to bless ( �� �� �� �� ���  eulogesas) Abraham and give God 
glory (Gen. 14:18-20).  The words are in apt expression of the ministry of a priest to man for God. 
 
     d.  Abraham' s Giving   v. 2 
          The term used here shows the "tenth" (

�� �� �� �  dekaten) as being given by Abraham to Melchisedec.  
The word is only used in Hebrews in the N.T. (here, vv. 4, 8, 9).  A portion belonged to the Lord.  The plan 
for today is Christian giving as outlined (1 Cor. 16:1, 2).  It is interesting in this connection to note that the 
verb "give" is really the term for "divide a share" ( !" # !$% &' !(  emerisen) and that is what Abraham gave to 
Melchisedec – his rightful share.  If all the children of God did this, they would be following the divine 
pattern! 
 
2.  Area #2  HISTORICAL IDENTIFICATION 
     So as not to misconstrue the person to whom Paul is making reference, the Scriptures clearly mark out 
the features of Melchisedec.  The use of the demonstrative pronoun "this" (

)* +-, ./  outos v. 1) is a reference 
to the immediate context (6:20) and leaves no room for false identification! 
 

     a.  Melchisedec is Positioned 
          1)  King of Salem. 
               Salem may be the place from which this man came.  Originally this was Jebus,  then Salem (Ps. 
76:2), and later Jerusalem.  This  is elaborately explained in the text to indicate that he was, in fact, "King of 
Peace" (v. 2) which is the meaning of "Salem."  
 
          2)  Priest of Most High God  
                The priestly function was also enjoyed by Melchisedec.  This places him in a situation similar to 
Job (Job 1:5) and Jethro (Ex. 18:12).  The use of the phrase "most high God" is truly significant.  It points to 
God' s position as "possessor of heaven and earth" (Gen. 14:19).  This lifts his entire ministry and 
involvement to a broad spectrum.  Helpful truth is gained by tracing this significant phrase in the Word of 
God (cf. Deut. 32:8, 9; Ps. 57:2; Dan. 4:32, 35; Isa. 14:14). 
 
     b.  Melchisedec is Named   v. 1 
          It has already been noted that he is the King of Salem and therefore the King of Peace.  An additional 
tremendous truth is given for he is also "King of righteousness."  This is really what his name insists he must 
be for in Hebrew "melech" is "king" and "sedec" is "righteousness." 
 
     c.  Melchisedec is Characterized   v. 3 
          A series of three negatives in the Greek set forth exactly what Melchisedec is known to be from the 
Scriptures.  There is no question whatsoever as to him being a real person. 
 
          1)  Without father.  As far as the record goes, this is the case with Melchisedec: fatherless. 
 
          2)  Without mother.  As far as the record goes, this is the case with Melchisedec: motherless. 
 
          3)  Without genealogy.  As far as the record goes, this is the case with Melchisedec:  ancestorless. 
 
Note:  Paul' s argument is from the mystery in which Melchisedec is couched.  It leaves room for the 
supernatural at every turn.  It also accents the applicability of the type to One Who is really that which only 
the silence of Scripture leaves imaginable of Melchisedec.  The three words only occur here in the N.T.  The 
silence of the Word of God in these three instances is designed to name Christ Jesus, the Antitype, stand out 
in solitary glory!  It all points to our Lord as deity in the most absolute sense! 
 
     d.  Melchisedec is Described   v. 3 
          While the three phrases characterize  the man in the O.T., he is described in two other amazing 
phrases. 
 
          1)  Humanly.  The present participle ( 012 34  echon) affirms Melchisedec has neither beginning of days 
(birth) nor end of life (death).  Both of these thoughts give another variety of expression to show the typical 
significance of Melchisedec. 
 
          2)  Divinely.  The perfect passive participle ( 567 89 :; 89 <=> :?  afomoiomenos) shows Melchisedec to 
be a facsimile or copy of the Son of God.  It also recognizes the hand of God in history and the dignity of the 
typical person.  The deity of our Lord is clearly marked by the use of "God." 
 
3.  Area #3  HISTORICAL SIGNIFICATION 
     What has been outlined above is really material to be put into a parenthesis.  The first three verses of this 
chapter really say this:  "For this Melchisedec abideth a priest continually" (vv. 1, 3).  Hence, the first three 
words and the last four of the text are the crux of the issue.  All else is supportive!  The present tense of the 
verb (9 <=> <;  menei ,abideth), the impact of the prepositional phrase ( @A BC DE F G A HI @J @KC  eis to dienekes, 
continually) and the name Melchisedec show that the old Levitical order is surpassed by a better Person and 
Order.  Hallelujah! 
 
Conclusion   Have you turned to the Lord Jesus Christ as your ONLY Saviour and Priest?  He alone stands 
between God and men (1 Tim. 2:5).  Have you come to know this personally?  Rejoice in this glorious truth 
now.  Amen.  


